
 

 

Township of South-West Oxford 
Council Minutes 
October 5, 2021 

 
Members Present: Mayor: 

Councillors: 
David Mayberry 
Paul Buchner (Ward 1), Peter 
Ypma (Ward 2), Valerie Durston 
(Ward 3), George Way (Ward 4), 
Jim Pickard (Ward 5), Craig Gillis 
(Ward 6) 

 
Members Absent: None 
 
Staff Present: Diane Larder, Treasurer/Deputy CAO 

Julie Forth, Clerk 
Adam Prouse, Works Superintendent 
Howard Leaver, Chief Building Official 
Rob Serson, Fire Chief/CEMC 

 
Call Meeting to Order 
 
The meeting was called to order at 9:00 a.m. by Mayor David Mayberry and a 
quorum was present. 
 
Motion to Accept Agenda 
 
Resolution No. 1 Moved by George Way 

Seconded by Craig Gillis 
 
RESOLVED that the regular meeting agenda for the 
October 5th, 2021 meeting of council be approved. 
 
DISPOSITION: Motion Carried 

 
Declaration of Pecuniary Interest 
There were no declarations of pecuniary interest.  
 
Minutes 
 
September 21st, 2021 - Regular Council Meeting Minutes 
  
Resolution No. 2 Moved by Jim Pickard 

Seconded by George Way 
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RESOLVED that the regular minutes of the 
September 21st, 2021 Council meeting be approved, 
as amended. 
 
DISPOSITION: Motion Carried 

 
Business Arising from the Minutes 
 
CL 49-2021: Business Arising from the Minutes of September 21st, 2021 
 
Clerk Julie Forth provided Council with a report to provide them with the staff 
actions arising from the minutes of the last Council meeting. 
 
Resolution No. 3 Moved by Paul Buchner 

Seconded by Craig Gillis  
 
RESOLVED that the Council of the Township of 
South-West Oxford receive report CL 49-2021 
Summary of Staff Actions Related to Business Arising 
from the Minutes of September 21st, 2021 as 
information. 
 
DISPOSITION: Motion Carried 

  
Appointments 
 
Resolution No. 4 Moved by Craig Gillis 

Seconded by George Way 
 
RESOLVED that Council move into public meeting to 
consider zone change application ZN 4-21-03 for 
property located at 585022 Beachville Road at 9:04 
a.m. 
 
DISPOSITION: Motion Carried 

 
9:05 a.m. - Development Planner, Justin Miller - Public Meeting: Zone 
Change Application ZN 4-21-03 for property located at 585022 Beachville 
Road 
 
Development Planner Justin Miller explained that the purpose of the 
application for zone change proposes to rezone the subject lands from ‘Rural 
Residential Zone (RR)’ to ‘Special Rural Residential Zone (RR-36T)’ to permit 
a garden suite on the subject property for a temporary time period. The 
property owner has indicated that his son will be the occupant of the 
proposed garden suite and the existing single detached dwelling will be 
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occupied by the property owner. Further, the applicants are proposing a 
garden suite with an area of 108.3 m² (1,165.3 ft²) where a maximum gross 
floor area of 70 m² (754.5 ft²) is permitted. Planning staff are of the opinion 
that the increased garden suite area is appropriate for the subject lands and 
the additional requested area has been included in the proposed bylaw in 
support of the application. 
 
The subject property is described as Part Lot 1, Concession Broken Front, 
(West Oxford). The lands are located on the south side of Beachville Road, 
between East Hill Line and Anderson Street and are municipally known as 
585022 Beachville Road. 
 
Overall, Planning Staff are satisfied that the proposal maintains the intent of 
the Provincial Policy Statement and the County’s Official Plan and staff are 
supportive of the applicants request to permit the garden suite on the subject 
lands for an initial period of ten (10) years, subject to the appropriate 
extensions, in keeping with the provisions of the Planning Act.  
 
Questions from Council 
There were no questions or comments from Council. 
 
Comments from the Applicant/Members of the Public 
Applicant Christopher Kramer advised Council that he is in support of the 
application and planning staff’s recommendation contained within the staff 
report.  
 
It was clarified that the zone change application is only for a period of ten 
years and after the initial ten-year period, Mr. Kramer would need to reapply 
for an extension. Mr. Kramer confirmed that he understood this.  
 
Resolution No. 5 Moved by Paul Buchner  

Seconded by George Way 
 
RESOLVED that Council reconvene in regular session 
at 9:10 a.m.  
 
DISPOSITION: Motion Carried 

 
Resolution No. 6 Moved by Craig Gillis   

Seconded by Peter Ypma 
 
RESOLVED that the Council of the Township of 
South-West Oxford approve the zone change 
application submitted by Charles Scott Kramer, 
whereby the lands described as Part Lot 1, 
Concession Broken Front, Township of West Oxford, 
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are to be rezoned from ‘Rural Residential Zone’ to 
‘Special Rural Residential Zone (RR-36T)’ to permit a 
garden suite for a temporary period of ten years. 
 
DISPOSITION: Motion Carried 

 
Staff Reports 
 
CL 50-2021: Council Remuneration Rate Review 
 
Clerk Julie Forth provided Council with a report to bring forward information 
for Council’s consideration with respect to the remuneration paid to members 
of Township Council. Council discussed staff’s recommendation and noted 
that the recommendation contained with the staff report does not take into 
consideration the number of Councillors in South-West Oxford or the 
Township’s population in comparison to surrounding municipalities within 
Oxford. Mayor Mayberry suggested an annual rate for the mayor of $22,500 
and an annual rate for each councillor of $15,000.  
 
Members of Council expressed that they believe that they are adequately 
compensated for the work that they do; however, they acknowledged that 
going into an election year, they need to ensure that other people are 
encouraged to run for office.  
 
Appointments (continued) 
 
Resolution No. 7 Moved by George Way 

Seconded by Craig Gillis 
 
RESOLVED that the Council of the Township of 
South-West Oxford move into public meeting to 
consider the proposed sale of 434792 Zorra Line, 
Beachville to Karen Popma of Crybaby Tattoo.  
 
DISPOSITION: Motion Carried 

  
9:15 a.m. - Public Meeting - Proposed Sale of 434792 Zorra Line, Beachville 
to Karen Popma, Crybaby Tattoo  
CL 51-2021: Public Meeting: Proposed Sale of Surplus Land - 434792 Zorra 
Line, Beachville 
 
Clerk Julie Forth provided Council with a report to provide them with the 
necessary information to provide direction to staff in relation to the proposed 
sale of 434792 Zorra Line in Beachville to Karen Popma, Crybaby Tattoo. 
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She stated that council declared the property on Zorra Line as surplus in 
October, 2020. In November, 2020, Council received two opinions of value for 
the property. The property has a building which was built in 1867 and is 
approximately 1,000 to 1,200 sq. ft. There is no heritage designation 
registered on the property. It is double brick construction with a stone 
foundation. The building has a steel roof; the windows and doors have been 
replaced at some point. There is 100-amp power and an older gas furnace. 
The building is described as being in fair condition. The two properties making 
up the multi-part parcel to the north and east are gravel parking lots 
 
Staff note that the future use of the building is severely limited because the 
existing septic with holding tank is only sufficient to support the one existing 
bathroom in the building. Further, the well on site has returned adverse water 
testing results; therefore, a water treatment system will need to be installed 
for use. Any other use of the property that would require more than one 
bathroom in the existing structure, would require redevelopment of the entire 
property. The building is currently being used for museum/archive storage by 
the Township. The opinions of value received by staff in the Fall of 2020 
suggested a market value in the range of $114,000 to $180,000. The 
Township is currently paying approximately $1,200 annually for the property 
(building maintenance, electricity and heating fuel). This does not include 
insurance costs. 
 
At the August 10th, 2021 Council meeting, Council received a proposal from 
Karen Popma, owner of Crybaby Tattoo to purchase the property to relocate 
her business from Woodstock to Beachville. Ms. Popma is also a Beachville 
resident. Following Ms. Popma’s presentation at the August 10th Council 
meeting, Council provided direction to staff to explore the proposal in more 
detail including the proposed purchase price and to proceed with public notice 
of the proposed sale. 
 
Public Notice of Council’s intent to sell the lands was circulated on September 
15th. The notice was mailed directly to property owners within 120m of the 
subject property. It was also posted on the Township’s website and social 
media. A Notice of Public Meeting sign was also posted directly at the 
property on Zorra Line.  
 
In response to the public notice, staff received two written comments. The 
individuals have asked to remain anonymous; their comments collectively 
may be summarized as follows:  

• The proposal will create additional traffic, noise and parking issues to 
an already busy and dangerous corner and impact traffic coming to the 
post office;  

• It was suggested that a sale price in the amount of $125,000 is too low 
considering that a single-family home in Beachville will sell for over 
$400,000 - the sale should be open to the market;  
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• Proposed events, with music, will be disruptive to neighbouring 
residents;  

• The building is part of Beachville’s Heritage and should not be turned 
into an ‘eyesore’ on the main corner of Beachville – it was suggested 
that there are other more suitable uses. A tattoo shop doesn’t speak 
well for a small village at the main intersection of the community – it 
may turn off future investors and negatively impact the housing market 
in the community;  

• Ingersoll and Woodstock have tattoo shops only minutes away - a 
more ‘wholesome’ establishment that fits all age groups would promote 
growth within the community.  

• Concern was expressed about other services which may be added in 
the future.  

 
The public notice was also shared on community social media networks. Ms. 
Forth summarized the comments received for Council – generally comments 
were in support of the proposed sale.  
 
Comments from members of the Public 
Bonnita Vanderklooster addressed Council in support of the proposed sale of 
the land to Karen Popma. She stated that she is excited to see that someone 
in the community would like to try to add value, and is also excited about the 
possibility of food truck and other community events surrounding the 
proposed shop. She commented on the stigma of tattoo parlors and 
encouraged members of the public to take the time to look at Karen’s shop. It 
is very clean; she will add to the corner in Beachville and bring other people 
to the community. Mrs. Vanderklooster also stated that there will typically only 
be a few people at the shop at a time so she is not concerned about parking 
being an issue at the proposed location. 
 
Comments from Council  
Councillor Buchner commented that he thinks the tattoo shop would be a 
great addition to the village. He stated that he knows people that personally 
love tattoos and that they are marvelous works of art.  
 
Councillor Gillis commented that he thinks Karen Popma will be able to bring 
something to the community that it has been missing. He acknowledged that 
the stigma of tattoos is there, but that he thinks that this proposal may work to 
change that.  
 
Councillor Way stated that he has no concerns with the proposal. He advised 
that the Beachville museum board discussed the proposed sale at their last 
meeting and requested enough time before closing to remove the artifacts 
that are being stored there.  
 
Resolution No. 8 Moved by Craig Gillis  
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Seconded by George Way  
 
RESOLVED that the Council of the Township of 
South-West Oxford receive Report CL 51-2021: Public 
Meeting – Proposed Sale of Surplus Land, 434792 
Zorra Line, Beachville for information;  
 
AND FURTHER THAT Council provide direction to 
staff to prepare the necessary agreement of purchase 
and sale with respect to the sale of 434792 Zorra Line, 
Beachville (legally described as PT LT 2 PL 121, LT 1 
PL 121 and LT 3 PL 121; PT LT 2 PL 121, South-
West Oxford) to Karen Popma, Crybaby Tattoo for a 
sale price of $125,000 with the purchaser to pay all 
required surveying and legal costs associated with the 
sale and a closing date of January 4th.  
 
DISPOSITION: Motion Carried 

  
9:30 a.m. - Detachment Commander Tony Hymers, OPP - 1st and 2nd 
Quarter Updates 
 
Detachment Commander Tony Hymers, Ontario Provincial Police, provided 
Council with 1st and 2nd quarter updates. He reviewed motor vehicle collision, 
violent crime, property crime and drug crime data from January to June, 2021. 
He also reviewed information regarding provincial offence notices issued in 
the Township for the first half of 2021.  
 
In response to an inquiry from Councillor Gillis, Detachment Commander 
Tony Hymers advised that if residents see a motor vehicle passing a school 
bus, they should try to get as much information as possible including a 
description of the vehicle and the licence plate number to provide to the 
police. Without this information it is very difficult for police to follow up on the 
concern. With respect to concerns about speeding in Township communities, 
Mr. Hymers stated that he believes that engineering and environmental factor 
impact how fast a person drive. Speed reduction mechanisms such as speed 
bumps and barriers in the middle of the road can help to slow traffic down.  
 
It was noted that fraud crime is shown to be up; it was clarified that this 
includes phone scams. It was also noted that the data shows very little drug 
crime within the Township, however this doesn’t mean that it isn’t happening 
locally. Mr. Hymers encourages members of the public to contact the police if 
they suspect there is illegal drug activity. Individuals may also contact crime 
stoppers to remain anonymous if they have information to report. He 
explained that without evidence for the police to follow up on, it is very difficult 
to move forward on complaints.  
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The Township will include information regarding crime stoppers and the 
dangers of distracted driving and speeding in upcoming newsletters and 
social media communication. Individuals are encouraged to call the OPP at 1-
888-310-1122 to report any violations (i.e. ATV riding) or other suspicious 
activity within the community.  
 
Resolution No. 9 Moved by Jim Pickard  

Seconded by George Way 
RESOLVED that the Township of South-West Oxford 
receive the 1st and 2nd quarter OPP reports from 
Detachment Commander Tony Hymers for 
information;  
 
AND FURTHER THAT Mayor Mayberry work with the 
OPP and rural Oxford Mayors to prepare a letter to the 
County of Oxford to encourage conversations 
regarding what can be done on our own roads to 
address ongoing speeding concerns. 
 
DISPOSITION: Motion Carried 

 
Staff Reports (continued) 
 
CL 50-2021: Council Remuneration Rate Review (continued) 
 
Resolution No. 10 Moved by Valerie Durston 

Seconded by Paul Buchner  
 
RESOLVED that the Council of the Township of 
South-West Oxford receive report CL 50-2021: 
Council Remuneration Rate Review for information:  
 
AND FURTHER THAT Council approve the 
remuneration rates recommended by Mayor David 
Mayberry effective January 1st, 2023, as follows:  
 
Mayor $22,500.00  
Councillor $15,000.00  
 
AND FURTHER THAT Council provide direction to 
staff to bring forward the necessary by-law to 
implement the remuneration rates effective January 
1st, 2023 and to provide for an annual cost of living 
adjustment as approved by Council each year 
throughout the term, commencing January 1st, 2024. 
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DISPOSITION: Motion Carried  

  
CL 52-2021: 2022 Council Meeting Dates 
 
Records Management Co-ordinator/Clerk’s Assistant Nicole Chambers 
provided Council with a report to establish and seek Council’s approval of the 
Council meeting dates for 2022.  
 
Resolution No. 11 Moved by Valerie Durston   

Seconded by Craig Gillis  
 
RESOLVED that the Council of the Township of 
South-West Oxford receive report CL 52-2021: 2022 
Council Meeting Dates as information;  
 
AND FURTHER THAT Council approve the 2022 
Council Meeting Date schedule as outlined in Report 
No. CL 52-2021. 
 
DISPOSITION: Motion Carried 

  
CL 53-2021: Revised Records Management Policy 
 
Records Management Co-ordinator/Clerk’s Assistant Nicole Chambers 
provided Council with a report to provide them with an updated policy which 
implements best practices of records management and retention as 
standardized by the Ontario Municipal Records Management Group. Clerk 
Julie Forth commented that the policy is primarily intended for internal use 
and that the policy was brought forward to Council to repeal the previous by-
law. The proposed changes will assist staff in developing a more efficient 
records management program for the organization.  
 
Resolution No. 12 Moved by George Way  

Seconded by Craig Gillis  
 
RESOLVED that Council of the Township of South-
West Oxford receive report CL 53- 2021: Revised 
Records Management Policy for information;  
 
AND FURTHER THAT Council approve the draft By-
law attached as Appendix ‘A’ to this report, being a 
By-law to adopt a revised records management and 
retention policy. 
 
DISPOSITION: Motion Carried 
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TR 14-2021: 2020 Local Boards and Cemeteries-Financial Information 
 
Treasurer Diane Larder provided Council with a report to provide them with 
detailed financial information for 2020 for the local boards and Township 
owned cemeteries. In response to an inquiry from Council, Treasurer Larder 
noted that rental income was still collected in early 2022 and that rental for 
the library in Brownville and Mt. Elgin are ongoing.  
 
Resolution No. 13 Moved by Peter Ypma  

Seconded by Valerie Durston 
 
RESOLVED that the Council of the Township of 
South-West Oxford receive Report No. T$14-2021 
entitled "2020 Local Boards and Cemeteries" as 
information. 
 
DISPOSITION: Motion Carried 

  
TR 13-2021: 2020 Annual Financial Report and Surplus Allocation 
 
Treasurer Diane Larder provided Council with a report to provide a 
recommendation on the reserve allocation of the 2020 annual operating 
surplus in keeping with the Township's Reserve Policy.  
 
It was discussed that Township reserves have increased over the last several 
years; however, noted that funds are set aside for specific projects of capital 
expenditures. Further, in 2020 some projects were planned but not completed 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic which has also had an impact on the 
Township’s reserves. Fluctuating oil prices have also impacted Township 
reserves.  
 
Resolution No. 14 Moved by George Way 

Seconded by Paul Buchner 
 
RESOLVED that the Council of the Township of 
South-West Oxford receive Report No. TR13-2021 
entitled "2020 Surplus Distribution" as information;  
 
AND FURTHER THAT Council approves the transfer 
of 2020 surplus funds to the following reserves: 
Working Capital: $128,289.57  
Policing: $11,412.00  
Disaster Relief: $58,394.00  
Fire Building: $18,519.00  
Roads Paving: $315,572.71  
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Equipment: $87,813.00  
Drainage: $84,862.00  
Climate Change/Energy Reserve: $23,714.00 
Building: $56,242.00  
 
AND FURTHER THAT Council approves the 2020 
funds to be transferred from the following reserves: 
Tax Stabilization: $26,778.00  
Recreation: $31,820.31  
Waste Management: $1,723.00 
 
DISPOSITION: Motion Carried 

 
Agenda Items & Correspondence 
 
#111 - County Council Report - September, 2021 
 
Resolution No. 15 Moved by Valerie Durston 

Seconded by George Way 
 
RESOLVED that agenda and correspondence item 
#111 be received for information and that it be noted 
and filed.  
 
DISPOSITION: Motion Carried 

  
Accounts Payable Report 
 
October 5th, 2021 - Accounts Payable Report 
  
Resolution No. 16 Moved by Jim Pickard  

Seconded by Peter Ypma  
 
RESOLVED that the following Accounts be approved 
for payment: 
Accounts Payable for 
September 21st-30th, 
2021 

$2,870,073.85 

Bi-Weekly Payroll #19 $43,282.22 
  
TOTAL: $2,913,356.07 
    

 
DISPOSITION: Motion Carried 
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Information Items & Correspondence  
 
#112 - Township of Huron-Kinloss Resolution re: early resolution proceedings 
for Part I and Part II, Provincial Offences Court 
 
Resolution No. 17 Moved by Jim Pickard  

Seconded by Valerie Durston  
 
RESOLVED that information and correspondence 
item #112 be received for information and that it be 
noted and filed.  
 
DISPOSITION: Motion Carried 

 
* Council took a five-minute break. 
  
By-laws and Agreements 

• By-Law No. 67-2021 - To provide delegated authority to the Clerk for 
establishing and amending retention periods for records for the 
Township of South-West Oxford and to repeal By-law No. 69-2013  

• By-Law No. 68-2021 - To amend Township of South-West Oxford 
Zoning By-law (ZN 4-21-03 - Kramer)  

• By-law No. 69-2021 - To authorize the closure of the following road 
allowance PT Richmond Street Plan 120 (PIN - 000170006) - Sale to 
Buchner/Friesen 

 
Resolution No. 18  Moved by Peter Ypma 

Seconded by Jim Pickard 
 
RESOLVED that the following By-laws be introduced 
and that they be read a first and second time:  

• By-Law No. 67-2021 being a By-law to provide 
delegated authority to the Clerk for establishing 
and amending retention periods for records for 
the Township of South-West Oxford and to 
repeal By-law No. 69-2013.  

• By-Law No. 68-2021 being a By-law to amend 
Township of South-West Oxford Zoning By-law 
(ZN 4-21-03 - Kramer)  

• By-law No. 69-2021 being a By-law to authorize 
the closure of the following road allowance PT 
Richmond Street Plan 120 (PIN - 000170006) - 
Sale to Buchner/Friesen 
 

DISPOSITION: Motion Carried 
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Resolution No. 19 Moved by Craig Gillis 
Seconded by George Way 
 
RESOLVED that By-laws 67-2021 to 69-2021 inclusive 
be read a third time and finally passed, and that the 
Mayor and Clerk be authorized to sign the By-law and 
affix the corporate seal. 
 
DISPOSITION: Motion Carried 

  
Council Round Table 
Council members shared updates from their respective wards and community 
involvement. The Beachville Museum Board is working to recruit new 
members. The pump may need to be replaced in the fountain at Loweville 
Pond in Beachville. Work is ongoing in Sweaburg to lower the road side 
ditches. Hilltop Park Committee is meeting next week – joint meeting with Mt. 
Elgin Parks and Recreation is not expected to take place until the New Year. 
The Environment and Energy Innovation Committee and Engage and Inform 
Committees will meet on Wednesday this week. Mt. Elgin Community Centre 
Committee is working on procuring the new sign for the facility. The 
Committee is also planning a curbside pick up turkey supper in November. 
The Dereham Centre Hall board is in the process of planning for a kitchen 
renovation to be included in their 2022 capital budget. Recent vandalism in 
Brownsville was discussed. The new speed limit on Karn Road was also 
discussed – some resident complaints have been received. Members of 
Council are asked to send their comments on the speed limit to Mayor 
Mayberry. 
  
Confirmatory By-law 
By-Law No. 70-2021 - To confirm all actions and proceedings of Council 
(October 5th, 2021) 
  
Resolution No. 20 Moved by Paul Buchner   

Seconded by George Way 
 
RESOLVED that By-law 70-2021 being a By-law to 
confirm the proceedings of Council held Tuesday, 
October 5th, 2021 be read a first, second and third 
time this 5th day of October, 2021.  
  
AND FURTHER THAT the Mayor and Clerk are 
hereby authorized to sign the By-law and affix the 
corporate seal.  
 
DISPOSITION: Motion Carried 
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Adjournment 
 
Resolution No. 21 Moved by Craig Gillis 

Seconded by Peter Ypma  
 
RESOLVED that there being no further business, the 
Council meeting be adjourned at 11:05 a.m. to meet 
again on Tuesday, October 19th, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. 
(Dereham Centre Hall). 
 
DISPOSITION: Motion Carried 

 
 

CLERK: Julie Forth MAYOR: David Mayberry 
 

This document is available in alternate formats upon request. 


