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TOWNSHIP OF SOUTH-WEST OXFORD 
Minutes 

SWOX Zero Waste Facilities Committee 
(via Zoom) 

 
June 8th, 2021 

 
Members In 
Attendance: 
 
Regrets: 
 
 
Staff: 

Mayor David Mayberry, David Schell, Stacy Weicker 
 
 
Councillor Jim Pickard, David Lucas, Scott Vitas, Shane 
Rowland 
 
Clerk Julie Forth, Nicole Chambers 

 

Call Meeting to Order 

Mayor Mayberry called the meeting to order at 2:03 p.m. The Committee did not have 

quorum; they held an informal discussion on the following matters: 

Business Arising from the Minutes 

Zero Waste Facilities 

 

The Committee acknowledged that there has not been much progress on the Zero 

Waste Facilities implementation due to COVID-19. Signage is ready for facilities and 

Fire Chief Serson is now taking over the responsibility of rolling it out to the Fire Halls. 

 

The Committee has not met with the Hall and Park Board to discuss the signage rollout 

and implementation. As a result of the COVID-19 pandemic restrictions, many 

Committees are only meeting virtually or have decided to hold off meetings until they 

can resume in-person. The Committee wishes to discuss the rollout in person so there 

can be dialogue and engagement that will assist with compliance.  

 

Film Plastic Waste Collection Update 

 

The Committee discussed the proposed Township pilot collection program. Council and 

staff have received complaints about the discontinued pickup of film plastic. Residents 

have noted they were happy with including film plastic in their curbside collection 

previously. The proposed pilot program will be a bin situated at the Beachville Fire Hall 

where residents can drop off their film plastic. Township Works Staff will monitor the bin 

and determine when it needs to be emptied at the Oxford County Waste Management 

Facility.  If this pilot program is successful the Committee may look at expanding it to 

other facilities (such as the Township Municipal Office). Committee Members were 
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concerned about contamination as the film plastic must be clean, and how this program 

can be monitored and managed. 

 

Discussion Items 

 

Clear Garbage Bag Program 

The Committee reviewed the clear garbage bag programs put in place by the City of 

Markham and Mid Huron (Bluewater). Mayor Mayberry noted that the County’s garbage 

and recycling audit showed that there is a significant amount of recyclables ending up in 

garbage bags in Oxford. Clear bags would be a way of trying to remind people that 

everyone can see what you throw out. The Committee is unsure whether or not we can 

reject the collection of garbage bags which have items inside that can be recycled. 

Mayor Mayberry has inquired with the County to see if recycling is still mandatory in 

Oxford. If residents have an issue with the clear bags for privacy, they can enclose 

private items in a smaller bag within the larger clear bag, or place their clear bag in a 

garbage can/bin. Stacy Weicker noted that clear and black garbage bags have the 

same cost to residents. The Committee will explore this further to see what is feasible to 

implement a similar program in the Township. 

 

Correspondence 

 

Ontario Enhancing Blue Box Program 

The Committee reviewed the enhanced Blue Box Program passed by the provincial 

government to be implemented from 2023 to 2025. The document noted that the 

provincial government is transitioning the costs of the Blue Box Program from municipal 

taxpayers to the producers/manufacturers. The Committee expressed concerns about 

producer responsibility and net cost savings for the individual, as likely the cost will get 

passed to the product. The Committee inquired if this new program will actually have an 

impact on the items recycled and what the details of the program will entail. Mayor 

Mayberry stated that Oxford County will be in the last group to move to producer 

responsibility – by then we will have a good idea of what is happening with other 

municipalities, if this is better or worse than before. 

 

Action Items:  

 

• Clerk Forth to ask Adam about the status of the Film Plastic Pilot Program. 

• Clerk Forth to follow up with Chief Serson about Zero Waste signage 

implementation rollout in the Fire Halls. 

• Clerk Forth to reach out to Adam about the use of clear garbage bags and invite 

him to the next meeting. 

• Nicole to add March 9th meeting minutes to the next meeting. 

• Clerk Forth will reach out to David, Scott and Shane about the next meeting time. 
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Adjournment 

Mayor David Mayberry adjourned the Meeting at 2:35 p.m. and the Committee will meet 

again on September 21, 2021 at 2:00 p.m.  


