
 

 

Township of South-West Oxford 
Council Minutes 

(Mt. Elgin Community Centre – Hybrid Meeting) 
November 16, 2021 

 
Members Present: Mayor: 

Councillors: 
David Mayberry 
Peter Ypma (Ward 2), Valerie 
Durston (Ward 3), George Way 
(Ward 4), Jim Pickard (Ward 5), 
Craig Gillis (Ward 6) 

 
Members Absent: Paul Buchner (Ward 1) 
 
Staff Present: Mary Ellen Greb, CAO 

Diane Larder, Treasurer/Deputy CAO 
Julie Forth, Clerk (via WebEx) 
Adam Prouse, Works Superintendent 
Howard Leaver, Chief Building Official 
Rob Serson, Fire Chief/CEMC 

 
Call Meeting to Order 
The meeting was called to order at 9:00 a.m. by Mayor David Mayberry and a 
quorum was present.  
 
Motion to Accept Agenda 
 
Resolution No. 1 Moved by Jim Pickard 

Seconded by Peter Ypma  
 
RESOLVED that the regular meeting agenda for the 
November 16th, 2021 meeting of council be approved, 
as amended. 
 
DISPOSITION: Motion Carried 

 
Declaration of Pecuniary Interest 
There were no declarations of pecuniary interest.  
 
Minutes 
 
November 2nd, 2021 Regular Council Meeting Minutes 
  
Resolution No. 2 Moved by George Way  

Seconded by Craig Gillis 
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RESOLVED that the regular minutes of the November 
2nd, 2021 council meeting be approved. 
 
DISPOSITION: Motion Carried 

 
Business Arising from the Minutes 
 
CL 60-2021: Business Arising from the Minutes of November 2nd, 2021 
 
Clerk Julie Forth provided Council with a report to provide them with an 
overview of the staff actions arising from the minutes of the last Council 
meeting.  
 
Resolution No. 3 Moved by Valerie Durston 

Seconded by Craig Gillis 
 
RESOLVED that the Council of the Township of 
South-West Oxford receive report CL 60-2021 
Summary of Staff Actions Related to Business Arising 
from the Minutes of November 2nd, 2021 as 
information. 
 
DISPOSITION: Motion Carried 

  
Appointments 
 
Resolution No. 4 Moved by George Way  

Seconded by Valerie Durston 
 
RESOLVED that the Council of the Township of 
South-West Oxford move into public meeting to 
consider zone change application ZN 4-21-07 
submitted by Dave Crane for property located at 
444350 Cuthbert Road.  
 
DISPOSITION: Motion Carried 

 
7:00 p.m. - Development Planner Justin Miller - Public Meeting: Zone Change 
Application ZN 4-21-07 - Dave Crane for property located at 444350 Cuthbert 
Road 
 
Development Planner Justin Miller explained that the purpose of zone change 
application ZN 4-21-07 is to rezone the lot to be retained from ‘General 
Agricultural Zone (A2)’ to ‘Special Rural Residential Zone (RR-sp)’ to 
recognize the change in land use as a non-farm rural residential use with 
accessory structures that exceed the maximum area permitted in the 
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Township of South West Oxford’s Zoning By-law. The related application for 
consent was approved by the Oxford County Land Division Committee on 
August 5, 2021. 
 
The subject lands are described as Part Lot 12, Concession 5 and Part Lot 
11, Concession 6 (West Oxford), Township of South-West Oxford. The 
subject lands are located on the south side of Cuthbert Road, between 
Foldens Line and Trillium Line and are municipally known as 444350 Cuthbert 
Road. 
 
Planning staff are generally supportive of the proposed rezoning, as it is 
consistent with the direction of the Provincial Policy Statement and maintains 
the intent and purpose of the County’s Official Plan with respect to surplus 
farm dwelling severances. 
 
Questions from Council 
None. 
 
Comments from the Applicant  
 
David Crane, applicant, advised Council that a survey of the lands will be 
completed by the end of the year and then submitted to planning staff to 
prepare the necessary schedules for the zoning by-law. Once prepared the 
amending by-law will come forward to Council for final consideration.  
 
Comments from the Public 
No member of the public spoke in support of or opposed to the application.  
 
Resolution No. 5 Moved by Craig Gillis  

Seconded by Jim Pickard  
 
RESOLVED that the Council of the Township of 
South-West Oxford reconvene in regular session.  
 
DISPOSITION: Motion Carried 

 
Resolution No. 6 Moved by George Way 

Seconded by Craig Gillis 
 
RESOLVED that the Council of the Township of 
South-West Oxford approve-in-principle the zone 
change application submitted by Dave Crane, 
whereby the lands described as Part Lot 12, 
Concession 5 and Part Lot 11, Concession 6 (West 
Oxford), Township of South-West Oxford, and further 
described as the lands to be retained affected by 
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consent application B21-15-4 are to be rezoned from 
‘General Agriculture (A2)’ to ‘Special Rural Residential 
Zone (RR-38)’ to facilitate the retention of a Rural 
Residential lot with oversized accessory structures 
resulting from a surplus farm dwelling severance. 
 
DISPOSITION: Motion Carried 

  
7:05 p.m. - George Klosler, Mt. Elgin Community Centre - 2022 Grant 
Presentation 
 
George Klosler, on behalf of the Mt. Elgin Community Centre Hall Board, 
presented their 2022 grant request to Council. The hall board is requesting 
the same amount in 2022 as was received in 2021. He also presented the 
board’s capital plan. He advised that there are no capital projects planned in 
2022. In 2023, the committee has submitted an estimate for a storage room 
addition at the community centre.  
 
Councillor Jim Pickard commented on the ceiling insulation project that the 
Township’s Environment and Energy Innovation Committee have initiated. He 
suggested that $1,500 be added to the hall board’s grant request so that the 
Township covers the entire cost of the project.  
 
Resolution No. 7 Moved by Peter Ypma 

Seconded by Jim Pickard  
 
RESOLVED that the Council of the Township of 
South-West Oxford add $1,500 to the Mt. Elgin Hall 
Board’s grant request to cover the entire cost of the 
ceiling insultation project at the Mt. Elgin Community 
Centre in 2022.  
 
DISPOSITION: Deferred for final consideration to 
November 23rd, 2021 Special Council meeting. 

 
7:15 p.m. - April Nix, Oxford County Agricultural Policy Review - Community 
Input 
 
Development Planner April Nix addressed Council regarding the Oxford 
County Agricultural Policy Review. She advised that the purpose of the 
meeting today is to hear from members of the public and members of Council 
regarding the draft agricultural policies as presented previously and included 
as part of the meeting agenda. She further advised that all details are 
available online through the County’s Speak Up Oxford webpage and that an 
online survey is also available. All comments are requested by December 
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17th, 2021. A statutory public meeting in accordance with the Planning Act will 
be held in February or March of 2022.  
 
Members of Council shared the following comments in relation the proposed 
amendments: 
 

• Councillor Pickard questioned why the Council does not recognize 
“Rural Lands”. He commented that he is aware of unproductive land in 
the County with poor topography and soil conditions that is not suitable 
for agriculture and may have better uses. Ms. Nix explained that the 
lands within Oxford are considered broadly in accordance with the 
Provincial Policy Statement and that the County doesn’t have large 
enough portions of rural lands to be designated as such. Agricultural 
areas within the County are still considered prime agricultural lands as 
a whole and would not meet the criteria for a rural area.  

• Councillor Pickard commented that he considers it unreasonable to 
require that smaller parcels be consolidated with larger parcels of 
agricultural lands and that he would rather see a house constructed on 
the undersized parcel with the remainder of the lands to stay in 
agricultural production. It was also discussed that the larger the parcel 
of land, the more expensive it is which makes it difficult for individuals 
to get into farming because they can’t afford the land. Councillor Way 
echoed these comments – he stated that he thinks larger parcels will 
take away from smaller hobby farm opportunities.  

• MDS requirements were discussed. It was noted that farm residences 
which are part of the farming operation do not need to meet MDS 
requirements. MDS applies to dwelling units on adjacent lots.  

• The minimum lot area for agricultural lands was also discussed. Within 
Oxford County this is 75 acres and it was noted that in many 
surrounding municipalities and throughout the province the minimum 
lot area is 100 acres. 75 acres is less than what the provincial 
minimum is – the County is not proposing to change this.  

• It was discussed that the Provincial Policy Statement (PPS) was last 
updated in 2019 and that the PPS is on a ten-year update schedule. 
This will be the formal opportunity to lobby the province in relation to 
minimum lot area requirements for agricultural lands. It was noted that 
smaller parcels may also be more desirable lands for non-farmers as 
well.  

• Mayor Mayberry shared support for smaller farm parcels and the idea 
of starter farms.  

 
Comments from the Public 
 
Ronda Stewart, on behalf of the Rural Oxford Economic Development 
Corporation, thanked County planning staff for the proposed additional rural 
entrepreneurial opportunities contained within the draft policy amendments. 
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She followed up on the comment made by Councillor Pickard in relation to 
rural lands and requested more information on how the rural lands 
designation is applied. From a development standpoint, this would provide 
more opportunities within Oxford. Ms. Nix explained that certain technical 
criteria needs to be met in accordance with the PPS for rural lands to apply 
and that the land within the County of Oxford does not meet this criteria. The 
County is not seeking to change this at this time.  
 
Mayor Mayberry questioned how additional residential units will fit within the 
agricultural areas of the County. It was noted that this is a separate proposal 
and that the County will be having a broader discussion on this in 
December/January. These policy changes are intended to provide more 
flexibility for secondary units that residents have been looking for.  
 
It was also questioned if a wedding barn would fit under proposed rural 
entrepreneurial uses. Planning staff will look into this specific example.  
 
Mayor Mayberry thanked April Nix and Paul Michiels for their presentation 
and reminded everyone that all comments regarding the draft policies need to 
be submitted by December 17th.  
 
8:05 p.m. - Peter Krats, Ingersoll District Nature Club - 2022 Grant 
Presentation 
 
Co-president Peter Krats, on behalf of the Ingersoll District Nature Club, 
addressed Council regarding their 2022 grant request. He advised that their 
goal is to make the bridge along the trail safer in 2022 – this is the purpose of 
the 2022 grant request. He noted that the cost of building materials is very 
high right now and that the Township’s support will assist with this expense. 
He thanked the Township for their support in the past.  
 
8:15 p.m. - Steve Gradish, Tillsonburg Minor Hockey Association - 2022 
Grant Presentation 
 
President Steve Gradish, on behalf of Tillsonburg Minor Hockey, presented 
their 2022 grant request to Council. He advised that the organization operates 
a program for over 400 youth within Tillsonburg and surrounding areas. The 
funds requested by the Township in 2022 are proposed to be used towards 
player development. Approximately 10% of the youth registered with the 
organization are from South-West Oxford.  
 
Mr. Gradish also advised Council and the public that Rogers Hometown 
Hockey is coming to Tillsonburg on November 20th. All are encouraged to 
come out and join them. 
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8:20 p.m. Dan Pirrie, West Oxford Community Hall - 2022 Grant Presentation 
 
Dan Pirrie, on behalf of the West Oxford Community Hall, presented their 
2022 grant request to Council. He advised that the hall depends a lot on 
rentals for revenue and that there have been very few rentals over the last 
year due to COVID-19. The hall board has not been able to host community 
fundraising events either due to the pandemic. They are hopeful that these 
events will resume in 2022. The hall board is requesting $14,000 from the 
Township in 2022 for operating and capital costs.  
 
In response to an inquiry from Council, Mr. Pirrie advised that the hall has a 
capacity of 100 and charges $100 per rental.  
 
It was also discussed that the Foldens Hall has been selected as a test site 
for curbside garbage collection in support of the Township’s goal to transition 
all facilities to zero waste. Additionally, an air pressure test will be conducted, 
within the next few days, at the facility to determine where the hall is losing air 
and heat. The Township’s Environment and Energy Innovation Committee will 
review the findings of the report.  
  
Staff Reports 
  
TR 17-2021: 2022 Budget Survey Responses (Revised) 
 
Treasurer Diane Larder provided Council with a revised report to provide 
them with the results of the 2022 Budget Survey, completed by the residents 
of the Township of South-West Oxford. The original report TR 16-2021 has 
been revised, as requested by Council, to exclude responses where no 
information or no answer was provided.  
 
Resolution No. 8 Moved by Peter Ypma 

Seconded by Craig Gillis 
 
RESOLVED that the Council of the Township of 
South-West Oxford receive report TR 17-2021 2022 
Budget Survey Responses (Revised) as information;  
 
AND FURTHER THAT the 2022 Budget Survey 
results be considered as part of budget deliberations. 
 
DISPOSITION: Motion Carried 

  
WD 08-2021: Domtar Bridge Tender results 
 
Works Superintendent Adam Prouse provided Council with a report to seek 
their approval to place a new 39-meter Bailey bridge on top of the existing 
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Domtar bridge. Discussion took place among Council regarding the road and 
access by Carmeuse. It was questioned if the bridge is needed if Zorra 
intends to replace the bridge on their side of the boundary. It was also 
questioned if a full load bridge is required if the road is not a through road. 
 
Resolution No. 9 Moved by Craig Gillis 

Seconded by George Way 
 
RESOLVED that the Council of the Township of 
South-West Oxford defer a decision on the Domtar 
Bridge replacement to the December 7th, 2021 council 
meeting.  
 
DISPOSITION: Motion Carried 

 

Discussion Items 
 
Proposed Time Change - December 21st Council Meeting (9:00 a.m.) 
 
Council discussed a proposed time change from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 a.m. for the 
December 21st Council meeting. Members of Council will check their 
schedules and discuss at the next meeting.  
 
Municipal Information – The Oxford Hills 
 
Clerk Julie Forth provided Council with a Municipal Information form for The 
Oxford Hills to support their application to the AGCO for a liquor license. It 
was noted that the form was provided for Council’s information and comment.  
 
Resolution No. 10 Moved by Peter Ypma 

Seconded by George Way 
 
RESOLVED that the Council of the Township of 
South-West Oxford direct staff to sign the Municipal 
Information for The Oxford Hills liquor license.  
 
DISPOSITION: Motion Carried 

  
Agenda Items & Correspondence  
 
#118 - Oxford County Council Resolution re: traffic calming methods 
  
#119 - Correspondence - Office of the Prime Minister re: affordable housing 
and addictions 
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Valerie Durston commented that she was pleased that the Township received 
a reply to their correspondence advocating for support towards affordable 
housing and addictions within the County.   
  
#120 - Oxford County Trails Council - Fall 2021 Newsletter 
  
#121 - Long Point Region Conservation Authority Meeting Minutes of October 
6th, 2021 
  
#122 - Long Point Region Conservation Authority - Notice of 2022 Draft 
Budget 
  
#123 - Enbridge Gas Inc. Notice of Application to Ontario Energy Board re: 
change natural gas rates to recover the costs of five projects 
  
#124 - Upper Thames River Conservation Authority - Natural Heritage 
Presentation - Friday, November 19th at 9:30 a.m. 
 
Resolution No. 11 Moved by Jim Pickard 

Seconded by Peter Ypma 
 
RESOLVED that agenda and correspondence items 
#118 to #124 inclusive be received for information and 
they be noted and filed.  
 
DISPOSITION: Motion Carried 

  
Accounts Payable Report 
 
November 16, 2021 - Accounts Payable Report 
  
Resolution No. 12 Moved by George Way  

Seconded by Craig Gillis 
 
RESOLVED that the following Accounts be approved 
for payment: 
Accounts Payable for 
November 1-13, 2021 

$443,392.01 

Bi-Weekly Payroll #22 $43,270.45 
Fire Pay #11 $26,075.09 
Council Pay #11 $7,031.62 
TOTAL: $519,769.17 

 
DISPOSITION: Motion Carried 
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By-laws and Agreements 
 

• By-Law No. 81-2021 - To authorize the execution of an agreement 
(garden suite - Kramer) 

 
Resolution No.  13 Moved by Craig Gillis 

Seconded by George Way 
 
RESOLVED that the following By-laws be introduced 
and that they be read a first and second time:  

• By-Law No. 81-2021 being a by-law to authorize 
the execution of an agreement for a garden suite 
(Charles and Christopher Kramer)  
 

DISPOSITION: Motion Carried 
 
Resolution No. 14 Moved by Peter Ypma  

Seconded by Jim Pickard 
 
RESOLVED that By-laws 81-2021 be read a third time 
and finally passed, and that the Mayor and Clerk be 
authorized to sign the By-law and affix the corporate 
seal. 
 
DISPOSITION: Motion Carried 

  
Council Round Table 
Council members shared updates from their respective wards and community 
involvement. Dereham Centre Hall is hosting Christmas in the Park on 
December 5th, 2021. The Mt. Elgin Community Centre hosted a successful 
turkey dinner (curbside pick-up) this past weekend. LPRCA approved their 
2022 budget with 4% levy increase. Councillor Ypma commented on his 
involvement with the Canadian Foodgrains Bank – crops this year have 
generated almost $25,000 of sales for the Foodgrain Bank; this equates to 
$125,000 in food aid this year. There is an upcoming Rural Oxford Economic 
Development Corporation meeting in Zorra Township on November 26th.  
  
Confirmatory By-law 
By-Law No. 82-2021 - To confirm all actions and proceedings of Council 
(November 16th, 2021) 
  
Resolution No. 15 Moved by Craig Gillis  

Seconded by Valerie Durston 
 
RESOLVED that By-law 82-2021 being a By-law to 
confirm the proceedings of Council held Tuesday, 
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November 16th, 2021 be read a first, second and third 
time this 16th day of November, 2021.  
 
AND FURTHER THAT the Mayor and Clerk are 
hereby authorized to sign the By-law and affix the 
corporate seal.  
 
DISPOSITION: Motion Carried 

 
Adjournment 
 
Resolution No. 16 Moved by Valerie Durston 

Seconded by George Way  
 
RESOLVED that there being no further business, the 
Council meeting be adjourned at 9:10 p.m. to meet 
again on Tuesday, November 23, 2021 at 9:00 a.m. 
(Special Council Meeting - Budget) 
 
DISPOSITION: Motion Carried 

 
 

CLERK: Julie Forth MAYOR: David Mayberry 
 

This document is available in alternate formats upon request. 


