
 

 

Township of South-West Oxford 
Council Minutes 
October 4, 2022 

 

Members Present: 
Mayor: 
Councillors: 

David Mayberry 
Paul Buchner (Ward 1), Peter 
Ypma (Ward 2 – via WebEx), 
Valerie Durston (Ward 3), George 
Way (Ward 4), Jim Pickard (Ward 
5), Craig Gillis (Ward 6) 

 
Members Absent: None 
 

Staff Present: 

Mary Ellen Greb, Chief Administrative 
Officer/Treasurer 
Adam Prouse, Works Superintendent 
Howard Leaver, Chief Building Official 
Rob Serson, Fire Chief 
Julie Middleton, Clerk 

 
Call Meeting to Order 
The meeting was called to order at 9:00 a.m. by Mayor David Mayberry and a 
quorum was present.  
 
Motion to Accept Agenda 
 
Resolution No. 1 Moved by Jim Pickard 

Seconded by Valerie Durston 
 
RESOLVED that the regular meeting agenda for the 
October 4th, 2022 meeting of council be approved, as 
amended. 
 
DISPOSITION: Motion Carried 

 
Declaration of Pecuniary Interest 
None.  
 
Minutes 
 
September 20th, 2022 Regular Council Meeting Minutes 
  
Resolution No. 2 Moved by Paul Buchner  

Seconded by Craig Gillis 
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RESOLVED that the regular minutes of the 
September 20th, 2022 council meeting be approved. 
 
DISPOSITION: Motion Carried 

 
Business Arising from the Minutes 
 
CL 48-2022: Business Arising from the Minutes of September 20th, 2022 
 
Clerk Julie Middleton provided Council with a report to provide them with an 
overview of the staff actions arising from the minutes of the last Council 
meeting. 
 
Resolution No. 3 Moved by Valerie Durston 

Seconded by George Way 
 
RESOLVED that the Council of the Township of 
South-West Oxford receive report CL 48-2022 
Summary of Staff Actions Related to Business Arising 
from the Minutes of September 20th, 2022 as 
information. 
 
DISPOSITION: Motion Carried 

 
Staff Reports 
 
BD 10-2022: August 2022 Building report 
 
Chief Administrative Officer Mary Ellen Greb presented report BD-10-2022 to 
provide Council with the status of the activities in the building department as 
of end of August, 2022. It was noted that current building fees will not cover 
all of the expenses of the building department this year and that some funds 
will be needed from reserves.  
 
Resolution No. 4 Moved by Craig Gillis    

Seconded by George Way 
 
RESOLVED that the Council of the Township of 
South-West Oxford receive report BD-10-2022 
Monthly Building Report for August as information. 
 
DISPOSITION: Motion Carried 

  
Appointment 
 
Resolution No. 5 Moved by Valerie Durston 
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Seconded by Craig Gillis 
 
RESOLVED that the Council of the Township of 
South-West Oxford moved into public meeting to 
consider Zone Change Application ZN 4-22-17 
submitted by Jim and Dianne Smale for property 
located at 5134 Pigram Line. 
 
DISPOSITION: Motion Carried 

 
9:05 a.m. - Development Planner Spencer McDonald - Public Meeting: Zone 
Change Application ZN 4-22-17 submitted by Jim and Dianne Smale for 
property located at 5134 Pigram Line 
 
Development Planner Spencer McDonald explained that the application for 
zone change proposes to amend the provisions of the ‘A2’ Zone to permit a 
garden suite as a temporary use for a period of up to ten (10) years. The 
applicant is also proposing to include a special provision to increase the 
minimum size of a garden suite from 70 m2 (755 ft2), as currently permitted 
by the Zoning By-law, to 130 m2 (1,400 ft2).  
 
The subject lands consist of approximately 133.4 ha (329.7 ac), are in 
agricultural production (cash crops) and contain a single detached dwelling (c. 
1923) of approximately 200 m2 (2,152 ft2) in size, a drive shed (c. 2018) 
comprising an area of approximately 780 m2 (8,400 ft2) as well as various 
other agricultural buildings and structures (i.e. grain bins, fuel tank and water 
storage tank). It was noted that the property is located within the regulated 
limit of the Upper Thames River Conservation Authority. The applicants will 
require a permit from the conservation authority as well. 
 
The subject lands are described as South Part Lot 28, Concession 5 in the 
Township of South-West Oxford. The lands are located at the northeast 
corner of Pigram Line and Daniel Road and are municipally known as 5134 
Pigram Line. The surrounding land uses are predominantly agricultural. 
 
Planning staff is recommending approval of the application.  
 
Questions from Council 
 
None.  
 
Comments from the Applicant/Public 
 
Mr. and Mrs. Smale spoke in support of planning staff’s recommendation.  
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South-West Oxford resident Marleen Van Ham spoke in support of the 
applicant’s proposal.  
 
In response to an inquiry from Council, Mr. Smale explained that in order to 
purchase a modular unit with two bathrooms, they need to increase the size 
of the unit to 1,400 sq. ft. The applicant confirmed that the existing driveway 
to the south will be used to access the garden suite.  
 
It was discussed that the Township is anticipating amendments to the 
Township’s Zoning By-law to permit additional residential units. The specific 
details and terms are yet to be finalized. It is anticipated that there will be 
some differences between garden suites and additional residential units, 
particularly in relation to the maximum permitted size of the unit.  
 
Resolution No. 6 Moved by Craig Gillis  

Seconded by Valerie Durston 
 
RESOLVED that the Council of the Township of 
South-West Oxford reconvene in regular session at 
9:16 a.m.  
 
DISPOSITION: Motion Carried 

 
Resolution No. 7 Moved by Craig Gillis 

Seconded by George Way 
 
RESOLVED that the Council of the Township of 
South-West Oxford approve-in-principle the zone 
change application submitted by James and Dianne 
Smale, whereby the lands described as Part Lot 28, 
Concession 5, Township of South-West Oxford are 
rezoned to ‘A2-39’ with special provisions to permit a 
garden suite on the subject property as a temporary 
use for a period of ten (10) year period. 
 
DISPOSITION: Motion Carried 

 
Resolution No. 8 Moved by Jim Pickard  

Seconded by Valerie Durston 
 
RESOLVED that the Council of the Township of 
South-West Oxford move into public meeting to 
consider Zone Change Application ZN 4-22-21 
submitted by Emanuel and Martha Yoder for property 
located at 283991 Daniel Road. 
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DISPOSITION: Motion Carried 
  
9:15 a.m. - Development Planner Spencer McDonald: Public Meeting - Zone 
Change Application ZN 4-22-21 submitted by Emanuel and Martha Yoder for 
property located at 283991 Daniel Road 
 
Development Planner Spencer McDonald explained that the application for 
zone change proposes to rezone the subject property from ‘General 
Agricultural Zone (A2)’ to ‘Special General Agricultural Zone (A2-sp)’ to permit 
the replacement of a single detached dwelling on an existing undersized 
agricultural parcel.  
 
The subject lands are described as Part Lot 13, Concession 5 (Dereham), 
South-West Oxford. The lands are located on the north side of Daniel Road, 
between Plank Line and Dereham Line, and are municipally known as 
283991 Daniel Road. The subject property is approximately 9.9 ha (24.5 ac) 
in area and is currently occupied by a single detached dwelling which is to be 
demolished and replaced with a new structure.  
 
Planning staff are not recommending approval of the application as the 
proposed location of the new dwelling is not consistent with the direction of 
the Official Plan with respect to the preservation of agricultural lands. 
 
Questions from Council  
 
Discussion took place regarding the proposed placement of the new dwelling 
on the property. The applicant explained that once the development on the 
property is complete, they will be adding additional farmland to the property.  
 
Comments from the Applicant/Public  
 
No member of the public spoke in support of or opposed to the application.  
 
The applicant was questioned by Council if they would like to reconsider the 
placement of the new dwelling on the property. Mark de Rover confirmed that 
they wish to proceed with the application as presented. They are not 
interested in changing the proposed location of the new dwelling.  
 
Resolution No. 9 Moved by Paul Buchner  

Seconded by George Way 
 
RESOLVED that the Council of the Township of 
South-West Oxford reconvene in regular session at 
9:32 a.m. 
 
DISPOSITION: Motion Carried 



Council Minutes - October 04, 2022 

Page 6 of 22 
 

 
Resolution No. 10 Moved by George Way 

Seconded by Jim Pickard  
 
RESOLVED that the Council of the Township of 
South-West Oxford approve-in-principle the zone 
change application submitted by Mark de Rover 
whereby the lands described as Part Lot 13, 
Concession 5 (Dereham) are to be rezoned from 
‘General Agricultural Zone (A2)’ to ‘Special General 
Agricultural Zone (A2-sp)’ to facilitate the demolition of 
an existing single detached dwelling, and the 
construction of a new dwelling in a different location 
on the subject property. 
 
DISPOSITION: Motion Carried 

 
Resolution No. 11 Moved by Craig Gillis 

Seconded by George Way 
 
RESOLVED that the Council of the Township of 
South-West Oxford move into public meeting to 
consider Zone Change Application ZN 4-22-22 
submitted by Craig Cole for property located at 8 
Oxford Street West. 
 
DISPOSITION: Motion Carried 

  
9:25 a.m. - Development Planner Spencer McDonald: Public Meeting - Zone 
Change Application ZN 4-22-22 submitted by Craig Cole for property located 
at 8 Oxford Street West 

• Delegation request: Steven Tanner Collins 
 
Development Planner Spencer McDonald explained that the application for 
zone change proposes to rezone the subject lands from ‘Residential Type 1 
Zone (R1)’ to Special Residential Type 1 Zone (R1-sp)’ to permit the 
development of a single-detached dwelling on an undersized residential 
parcel in the Village of Beachville. Relief is required from the lot area, lot 
frontage and lot depth provisions of the Township Zoning By-law.  
 
The subject lands are described as Lot 89, Registered Plan No. 75, in the 
Village of Beachville, in the Township of South-West Oxford. The lands are 
located on the north side of Oxford Street, between King Street and Zorra 
Line, and are municipally known as 8 Oxford Street West. 
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The R1 Zone typically requires a lot area of 2,800 m² (30,140 ft²), lot frontage 
of 35 m (115 ft), and lot depth of 80 m (262.5 ft) where the lot is not 
connected to full municipal services. The subject lands comprise a lot area of 
approximately 617 m² (6,642 ft²), lot frontage of 16.5 m (54.13 ft), and lot 
depth of 37 m (123 ft). It is noted that the design of the proposed dwelling with 
the large garage door (as shown on Plate 4) is to address the owner’s request 
to be able to accommodate the parking/storage of his camper/recreational 
vehicle. The subject lands are currently vacant and front on the north side of 
Oxford Street West. Surrounding uses are predominately low-density 
residential development, with the CN railway and the Thames River and its 
associated Regulation limit to the south of the subject lands. 
 
Planning staff are satisfied that the proposal is generally consistent with the 
policies of the Provincial Policy Statement and maintains the intent and 
purpose of the Official Plan. Mr. McDonald noted that planning staff are in 
receipt of some concerns from surrounding residents in relation to a proposed 
dwelling on such a small lot.  
 
Questions from Council  
 
None.  
 
Comments from the Applicant/Public  
 
Craig Cole, Applicant, advised Council that he is working to try to clean this 
property up and that some work has been needed to do so. He intends to 
build a small home on the property for his son. The proposed dwelling 
contains a small living area and large garage for storage of a recreational 
vehicle.   
 
South-West Oxford resident Steven Tanner Collins spoke in opposition to the 
proposed development and stated that the development as proposed is not in 
his best interest. He expressed concerns in relation to the potential impact on 
ground water, the size and placement of the proposed septic system and loss 
of privacy.  
 
Discussion took place among Council regarding the proposed development, 
particularly in relation to the size of the proposed garage/storage space. It 
was noted that in order to accommodate a septic system on the lot, the living 
space needs to be kept as small as possible. It was also noted that the 
proposed living space is only approximately 400 sq. ft. The placement and 
layout of the proposed development was discussed – this is intended to 
ensure continued privacy for neighbouring property owners.  
 
Concern was expressed by Council in relation to the proposed size of the 
garage/storage area and limited residential/living space. It was noted that no 
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commercial business is permitted at the location and that a drainage plan 
would be required.  
 
Resolution No. 12 Moved by George Way   

Seconded by Valerie Durston 
 
RESOLVED that the Council of the Township of 
South-West Oxford reconvene in regular session at 
9:54 a.m. 
 
DISPOSITION: Motion Carried 

 
Resolution No. 13 Moved by Jim Pickard   

Seconded by Paul Buchner  
 
RESOLVED that the Council of the Township of 
South-West Oxford deny the zone change application 
submitted by Craig Cole, whereby the lands described 
as Lot 89, Registered Plan No. 75, in the Township of 
South-West Oxford, are to be rezoned from 
‘Residential Type 1 Zone (R1)’ to ‘Special Residential 
Type 1 Zone (R1-sp)’ to permit the development of an 
undersized residential parcel. 
 
Discussion on the motion: 
 
Members of Council expressed support for a small 
home on the property but are not in support of a large 
garage/storage space. The proposed garage is larger 
than the proposed home.  
 
DISPOSITION: Motion Carried 

 
Marleen Van Ham re: Ostrander Road/2023 Budget Deliberations 
 
South-West Oxford resident, Marleen Van Hamm, addressed Council in 
relation to the poor condition of Ostrander Road. She questioned the value for 
dollar that she receives for property taxes. She questioned where the money 
is going and commented further on the percentage of the Township’s budget 
that is used for staff wages. She commented on the increase of this over the 
last several years and provided comparisons for Council to other surrounding 
residents. She suggested that Council needs to keep this in mind when going 
to 2023 budget deliberations. She noted that this is not specific to South-West 
Oxford and is observed at Provincial and Federal levels of government as 
well.  In South-West Oxford she stated that 27% of the Township’s budget in 
2000 went to benefits and wages for stage and in 2022, 33% of the 
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Township’s budget is spent on benefits and wages. She suggested that 
Council take this into consideration to ensure that a greater ratio of the 
Township’s budget is put towards capital assets. Ms. Van Ham also 
commented that the Township’s infrastructure is depreciating faster than the 
Township is replacing it.  
 
Members of Council thanked Ms. Van Ham for her presentation. It was noted 
that there are increased demands within the community which requires more 
staffing. The Township also aims to keep up with inflation year over year to 
keep up with the market in terms of staff wages and benefits. The Township 
has also experienced increased operating costs, particularly for fuel and 
asphalt.  
 
Works Superintendent Adam Prouse advised that Ostrander Road is on the 
capital forecast for 2024. Ms. Van Ham asked that this be moved up one 
year.  
 
Chief Administrative Officer Mary Ellen Greb commented that work that is 
contracted out is not reflected in wages and benefits on the Township’s 
budget. Township works staff do some of the preparation work required for 
Township paving projects and this reflects in wages and benefits, which is 
more than some surrounding municipalities. The Township only contracts 
paving for municipal roads.  
 
*Council took a five-minute break and reconvened at 10:35 a.m.  
 
Resolution No. 14 Moved by George Way 

Seconded by Craig Gillis 
 
RESOLVED that the Council of the Township of 
South-West Oxford move into Committee of 
Adjustment to consider minor variance application 
A02-2022 submitted by John Hiebert for property 
located at 292192 Culloden Line.  
 
DISPOSITION: Motion Carried 

  
10:00 a.m. - Committee of Adjustment 

• A02-2022: 2379000 Ontario Inc. John Hiebert, 292192 Culloden Line 
 
Resolution No. 15 Moved by Craig Gillis 

Seconded by George Way 
 
RESOLVED that the Council of the Township of 
South-West Oxford reconvene in regular session at 
10:50 a.m.  

https://southwestoxford.civicweb.net/filepro/documents/65425/?preview=69729
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DISPOSITION: Motion Carried 

 
Resolution No. 16 Moved by George Way 

Seconded by Craig Gillis 
 
RESOLVED that the Council of the Township of 
South-West Oxford move into public meeting to 
consider applications for Official Plan Amendment and 
Zone Change OP22-10-4 & ZN4-22-19 – Leslie & 
Almeda Charlton for property located at 3002 Pigram 
Line. 
 
DISPOSITION: Motion Carried 

 
10:20 a.m. - Development Planner Spencer McDonald: Public Meeting - 
Applications for Official Plan Amendment and Zone Change OP22-10-4 & 
ZN4-22-19 – Leslie & Almeda Charlton for property located at 3002 Pigram 
Line.  
 
Development Planner Spencer McDonald explained that the applicant 
proposes to amend the Official Plan to include a site-specific policy that would 
allow for the severance of approximately 12.1 ha (30 ac) to be transferred to 
the Thames Talbot Land Trust (TTLT) for conservation purposes, and retain 
approximately 8.5 ha (21 ac) for agricultural purposes. The purpose of the 
zone change application is to rezone the proposed lands to be severed and 
conveyed from ‘General Agricultural Zone (A2)’ to ‘Open Space Zone (OS) 
with the lot being retained to remain in the ‘General Agricultural Zone (A2)’.  
 
The subject lands are described as Part Lot 28, Conc. 1, (Dereham) as in 
362455; Township of South-West Oxford. The lands are located in the 
northeast corner of Breen Road and Pigram Line, immediately northwest of 
Highway 401, and are municipally known as 3002 Pigram Line. 
 
Planning staff are recommending that Township Council support the proposal, 
as it is consistent with the Provincial Policy Statement and supports the 
strategic initiatives and objectives of the Official Plan 
 
Questions from Council  
 
None.  
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Comments from the Applicant/Public  
 
The applicants spoke in support of planning staff’s recommendation as 
outlined in the staff report. They are very pleased with the proposal and the 
recommendation before Council for consideration.  
 
Councillor Ypma noted that the official plan does not permit managed 
woodlands within the agricultural areas and that he thinks this should be 
reconsidered in the future. It was also noted that the Thames Talbot Land 
Trust does not typically do regular harvesting of woodlands.  
 
No member of the public spoke in support of or opposed to the application.  
 
Resolution No. 17 Moved by George Way 

Seconded by Jim Pickard  
 
RESOLVED that the Council of the Township of 
South-West Oxford reconvene in regular session at 
10:58 a.m.  
 
DISPOSITION: Motion Carried 

 
Resolution No. 18 Moved by Craig Gillis  

Seconded by Valerie Durston 
 
RESOLVED that the Council of the Township of 
South-West Oxford advise County Council that the 
Township supports the application for Official Plan 
Amendment, File No. OP22-10-4, submitted by the 
Thames Talbot Land Trust for the lands legally 
described as Part Lot 28, Conc. 1, (Dereham) as in 
362455, Township of South-West Oxford to include a 
site-specific development policy to facilitate the 
severance of lands for conservation and preservation 
purposes.  
 
AND FURTHER THAT the Council of the Township of 
South-West Oxford approve-in-principle, the zone 
change application File No. ZN4-22-19, submitted by 
the Thames Talbot Land Trust for lands described as 
Pt. Lot 28, Conc. 1 from ‘General Agricultural Zone 
(A2)’ to ‘Special Open Space Zone (OS-#) (lands to 
be severed) to recognize that the proposed severed 
lands are to be transferred to the Thames Talbot Land 
Trust (TTLT) for conservation purposes and that the 
lands to retained be rezoned from ‘General 
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Agricultural Zone (A2)’ to ‘Special General Agricultural 
Zone (A2-sp) to recognize the lot area resulting from 
the transfer of lands to the TTLT. 
 
DISPOSITION: Motion Carried 

  
Staff Reports (continued) 
 
DD 09-2022: Planning Act vs Drainage Act 
 
Drainage Superintendent Henri Bennemeer provided Council with a report to 
express concern over the legal ramifications of minor variance requests to 
reduce the setback from Municipal Drains, as outlined in General Provision 
Section 16.6 of the Township of South-West Oxford Zoning By-law. He 
explained that the municipal drain engineer’s report creates a legal right of 
way under the authority of the Drainage Act. The Committee of Adjustment 
only has the legal authority to review an application under the Township’s 
Zoning By-law and the Planning Act. He recommended that the Township’s 
Zoning By-law be amended to reference the engineer’s report for the 
municipal drain and any required setback contained within that report. Mr. 
Bennemeer recommends a minimum of 9m to any open ditch municipal drain.  
 
Resolution No. 19 Moved by Jim Pickard  

Seconded by George Way 
 
RESOLVED that the Council of the Township of 
South-West Oxford receive report no. DD 09-2022: 
Planning Act vs Drainage Act for information;  
 
AND FURTHER THAT staff be directed to engage in a 
consultative process with the County of Oxford 
Planning Department for the requisite changes to the 
Township of South-West Oxford Zoning By-Law, to 
reflect the issues raised in Report DD-09-2022. 
 
DISPOSITION: Motion Carried 

 
DD 10-2022: Floodplain Mapping 
 
Drainage Superintendent Henri Bennemeer provided Council with a report to 
emphasize the need for Floodplain Mapping for the Village of Brownsville, as 
it relates to the Vincent Drain and the Canadian Southern Railway lands. 
 
Resolution No. 20 Moved by Jim Pickard  

Seconded by Craig Gillis 
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RESOLVED that the Council of the Township of 
South-West Oxford receive report no. DD 10-2022: 
Floodplain Mapping for information;  
 
AND FURTHER THAT staff be directed to engage in a 
consultative process with the Catfish Creek 
Conservation Authority towards the development of 
Floodplain Mapping/Management, for the Village of 
Brownsville, for consideration in the upcoming 2023 
budgetary deliberations. 
 
DISPOSITION: Motion Carried 

 
CL 49-2022: Civil Marriage Ceremony Service Review 
 
Clerk Julie Middleton provided Council with a report to request Council’s 
support to amend By-law 25-2009 being a by-law to provide for civil marriage 
solemnization service within the Township of South-West Oxford. The 
proposed changes to the service will ensure that the Township is consistent 
with the service being provided in other neighbouring Oxford County 
municipalities. 
 
Resolution No. 21 Moved by Jim Pickard  

Seconded by Valerie Durston 
 
RESOLVED that the Council of the Township of 
South-West Oxford receive report CL 49-2022: Civil 
Marriage Ceremony Service Review;  
 
AND FURTHER THAT Council approve the draft by-
law attached as Appendix A to this report being a by-
law to provide for civil marriage solemnization service 
within the Township of South-West Oxford. 
 
DISPOSITION: Motion Carried 

 
CL 50-2022: Cultural Heritage Evaluation Report (CHER) - Elgin Hall 
 
Clerk Julie Middleton provided Council with a report to provide Council with 
follow up information as requested at their meeting held on September 6th, 
2022 with respect to a Cultural Heritage Assessment for Elgin Hall. 
 
Property owner, Brian Graydon, addressed Council regarding the request to 
designate Elgin Hall under the authority of the Ontario Heritage Act. It was 
noted that the structural integrity of the existing building is still not confirmed 
and that this information will come forward at a later date. Mr. Graydon 
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commented on alternative options to recognize the historical significance of 
the property, building and past residents by way of walking trails and signage 
within the community and new development. Mr. Graydon questioned if the 
home itself is the part of the community’s history that Council wants to 
preserve or whether it is the individuals that should be remembered and 
recognized.  
 
Members of Council expressed their support for moving forward with the 
cultural heritage assessment step in the process. It was noted that more 
information will come forward separately in relation to the structural 
assessment of the property. It was suggested that if the structure is not 
stable, there may be recommendations contained within the report with 
respect to how to save elements of it.  
 
Resolution No. 22 Moved by Jim Pickard  

Seconded by Craig Gillis   
 
RESOLVED that the Council of the Township of 
South-West Oxford receive report CL 50-2022: 
Cultural Heritage Evaluation Report (CHER) - Elgin 
Hall as information;  
 
AND FURTHER THAT Council provide direction to 
staff to accept the proposal submitted by ARA to 
prepare a Cultural Heritage Evaluation Report for 
Elgin Hall located at 324058 Mount Elgin Road at the 
proposed price of 7,875.00 plus HST and that the cost 
of the assessment be funded from the Township’s 
recreation reserve. 
 
DISPOSITION: Motion Carried 

 
WD 10-2022: Proposal to Alter Purchasing Process for Tendered 1/2 Ton 
Pick-Up Truck for Public Work's 
 
Works Superintendent Adam Prouse provided a report to Council to seek 
their approval to forgo the normal tendering process for one new 1/2-ton pick-
up truck and allow the Works Superintendent to purchase one new 1/2-ton 
pick-up truck off the dealer lot.  He explained that this will allow the Township 
to purchase the truck this year and avoid the delay of a new build.  
 
It was noted that as part of the review of the Township’s purchasing policy, 
that provisions for these types of delays and forecasting will also be 
considered moving forward.  
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Resolution No. 23 Moved by George Way 

Seconded by Craig Gillis 
 
RESOLVED that Report WD 10-2022 be received as 
information;  
 
AND FURTHER that Council authorizes the 
cancellation of the current order for one new 2022 1/2-
ton pick-up tendered in January.2022;  
 
AND FURTHER that Council authorizes the purchase 
of one new 1/2-ton pickup truck off a dealer lot to 
significantly reduce the waiting time for delivery of the 
truck; 
 
AND FURTHER that Council authorizes the utilization 
of the Covid Reserve to help offset the difference in 
cost between the original tender price vs. the on-lot 
dealer price.  
 
DISPOSITION: Motion Carried 

  
FC 05-2022: Probationary Recruit Volunteer Firefighter Compensation 
 
Fire Chief Rob Serson provided Council with a report to provide them with 
information on the current compensation for probationary firefighters and 
approve a one-time payment for compensation upon successful completion of 
the required recruit training.  
 
Resolution No. 24 Moved by Craig Gillis 

Seconded by Valerie Durston 
 
RESOLVED that Council for the Corporation of South-
West Oxford receive report FC 05-2022 as 
information;  
 
AND FURTHER THAT the Council approve a one-
time payment of $1,500.00 to the probationary 
firefighters upon successful completion of their recruit 
training and certification. 
 
DISPOSITION: Motion Carried 
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FC 06-2022: Fire Dispatch Services 
 
Fire Chief Rob Serson provided Council with a report to provide them with 
information on the status of the current dispatching service and to approve 
staff to sole source for a dispatch provider within Oxford County.  
 
Resolution No. 25 Moved by Craig Gillis    

Seconded by George Way 
 
RESOLVED that Council for the Corporation of South-
West Oxford receive report FC 06-2022 as information 
from the Fire Chief regarding Fire Dispatch Services;  
 
AND FURTHER THAT Council direct staff to sole 
source a new dispatch agreement within Oxford 
County. 
 
DISPOSITION: Motion Carried  

   
Discussion Items 
 
Request from Mount Elgin Women's Institute - $200 Donation for Halloween 
Dance 
 
Chief Administrative Officer Mary Ellen Greb presented a request from the 
Mount Elgin Women’s Institute for a donation towards the 2022 Halloween 
Dance. They are approaching local businesses for donations towards the 
event as well.  
 
Resolution No. 26 Moved by George Way    

Seconded by Craig Gillis 
 
RESOLVED that the Council of the Township of 
South-West Oxford approve a donation in the amount 
of $200 to the Mount Elgin’s Women’s Institute to be 
used towards the 2022 Halloween Dance. 
 
DISPOSITION: Motion Carried 

  
Agenda Items & Correspondence 
 
#117 - County Council Report - September 2022 
 
#118 - Public Comments - Canfield and Alla Road Allowance 
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Leo Walsh expressed interest to Council in purchasing a portion of the 
Canfield road allowance. He expressed concern in relation to a proposed 
development in this location particularly in relation to drainage.  
 
Norm Shelton expressed concern to Council in relation to any proposed 
development in the area due to flooding and drainage concerns. He advised 
Council that he is located downstream of the proposed development and his 
backyard currently floods with heavy rain.  
 
Clerk Julie Middleton advised that no final decision will be made by Council at 
this time and that the purpose of the public notice is to receive comments 
from members of the public. Final consideration of a proposed land swap will 
come back to Council for further discussion at another date.  
  
#119 - Letter from Chief Veterinarian for Ontario re: avian influenza (H5N1) in 
Ontario domestic poultry 
  
#120 - Ministry of Transportation Correspondence re: Automated Speed 
Enforcement 
 
Resolution No. 27 Moved by Craig Gillis 

Seconded by Valerie Durston 
 
RESOLVED that the Council of the Township of 
South-West Oxford provide direction to staff to copy 
County staff on item #120 and request an update from 
the County on the use of automated speed 
enforcement locally.  
 
DISPOSITION: Motion Carried 

 
Resolution No. 28 Moved by George Way 

Seconded by Paul Buchner  
 
RESOLVED that the Council of the Township of 
South-West Oxford receive agenda and 
correspondence items #117 to #120 inclusive as 
information and that they be noted and filed.  
 
DISPOSITION: Motion Carried  

  
Accounts Payable Report 
 
October 4th, 2022 - Accounts Payable Report 
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Resolution No. 29 Moved by Jim Pickard  

Seconded by Valerie Durston 
 
RESOLVED that the following Accounts be approved 
for payment: 
Accounts Payable for 
September 15th to 19th, 
2022 

$2,100,898.91 

Bi-Weekly Payroll #19 $43,583.21 
Fire Pay #9 $20,380.24 
Council Pay #9 $7,912.17 
Total $2,172,774.53  

 
DISPOSITION: Motion Carried 

 
By-laws and Agreements 
 

• By-Law No. 55-2022 - To authorize civil marriage solemnization 
service in the Township of South-West Oxford and to repeal By-law 
No. 25-2009  

 
Resolution No. 30 Moved by Craig Gillis 

Seconded by Jim Pickard  
 
RESOLVED that the following By-Law be introduced 
and that they be read a first and second time:  
• By-Law No. 55-2022 being a by-law to authorize 

civil marriage solemnization service in the 
Township of South-West Oxford and to repeal By-
law No. 25-2009  

 
DISPOSITION: Motion Carried 

 
Resolution No. 31 Moved by George Way 

Seconded by Craig Gillis 
 
RESOLVED that By-Law 55-2022 read a third time and 
finally passed, and that the Mayor and Clerk be 
authorized to sign the By-Law and affix the corporate 
seal. 
 
DISPOSITION: Motion Carried 
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Strategic Planning 
 
CAO 15-2022: Strategic Planning - New Council 
 
Chief Administrative Officer Mary Ellen Greb provided Council with a report to 
seek their direction in regards to the expectations for commencing the 
Strategic Planning process for 2023. South-West Oxford Council approved 
the 2018-2022 Township Strategic Plan August 13, 2019. Council has 
received quarterly updates on the plan from 2019 to 2021 with steady 
progress being made on many of the initiatives. Traditionally Council has held 
an annual strategic planning session at the first council meeting of each year. 
With a new council coming in late 2022, it is time to prepare for the creation of 
the 2023-2027 Strategic Plan.  
 
Members of Council provided the following comments: 
 

• Council would like to have a summary of what has been 
completed and what is still outstanding.  

• They did not express support for spending $20,000 to $30,000 
on a strategic planning exercise.  

• Council expressed feedback form staff in terms of the current 
strategic planning process.  

• A community survey may be helpful.  

• Council questioned if they wanted to start over or build on what 
has already been developed.  

• A facilitator for the meeting may be helpful to get discussion 
going and ask different questions.  

• It may be helpful to work with a neighbouring municipality on a 
strategic planning exercise. Council would be willing to try this.  

• The Engage and Inform Committee suggested hosting a few 
public meetings early in the new year.  

 
Resolution No. 32 Moved by Craig Gillis 

Seconded by Jim Pickard  
 
RESOLVED that Council receive Report CAO 15-2022 
as information:  
 
AND FURTHER THAT Council provide direction in 
regards to the strategic planning session scheduled for 
Tuesday, January 10, 2023. 
 
Discussion on the motion: 
 
Council will receive a strategic planning update in 
November.  
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DISPOSITION: Motion Carried 

  
New Business 
 

• It was noted that a meeting will need to take place between County 
and Township staff regarding drainage in Beachville.  

• The details of the Mount Elgin Developments Phase 6 subdivision 
agreement will need to be worked out. It was requested that this be 
brought forward to the SWOX Housing Opportunities Committee for 
input. Members of Council were asked to give some thought to this as 
well and provide input.  

 
Closed Session 
 
The meeting will be closed to the public to discuss subject matter that is: 
  
(i) a trade secret or scientific, technical, commercial, financial or labour 
relations information, supplied in confidence to the municipality or local board, 
which, if disclosed, could reasonably be expected to prejudice significantly the 
competitive position or interfere significantly with the contractual or other 
negotiations of a person, group of persons, or organization. 
  
Resolution No. 33 Moved by Valerie Durston 

Seconded by Jim Pickard  
 
RESOLVED that Council hold a closed meeting in 
order to discuss a matter pertaining to: 
 
(i) a trade secret or scientific, technical, commercial, 
financial or labour relations information, supplied in 
confidence to the municipality or local board, which, if 
disclosed, could reasonably be expected to prejudice 
significantly the competitive position or interfere 
significantly with the contractual or other negotiations 
of a person, group of persons, or organization 
(broadband funding).  
 
DISPOSITION: Motion Carried 

 
Resolution No. 34 Moved by Jim Pickard  

Seconded by Valerie Durston 
 
RESOLVED that Council reconvene in regular session 
at 2:05 p.m.  
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DISPOSITION: Motion Carried 
 
Council Round Table 
Council members shared updates from their respective wards and community 
involvement. The Beachville Museum Board will meet again next Wednesday 
– they are starting to work on next year’s operating and capital budget. 
Beachville Parks and Recreation will take place next week as well. Fire fighter 
appreciation dinner was held last Friday and was well received by the fire 
fighters. Councillor Buchner commented that residents within Ward 1 have 
expressed concern about roads and speeding within Township communities. 
The Mount Elgin Hall Board met last night; they hosted a take-out dinner this 
past weekend which was very successful.  
 
Mayor Mayberry commented on inaccurate information being shared on 
social media and questioned how to address this misinformation. He noted 
that this appears to be becoming a bigger problem and the public has a 
tendency to migrate towards the negative news than the positive and the 
truth.  
  
Confirmatory By-law 
 

• By-Law No. 56-2022 - To confirm all actions and proceedings of 
Council (October 4th, 2022) 

  
Resolution No. 35 Moved by Jim Pickard   

Seconded by George Way  
 
RESOLVED that By-law 56-2022 being a By-law to 
confirm the proceedings of Council held Tuesday, 
October 4th, 2022 be read a first, second and third 
time this 4th day of October, 2022.  
 
AND FURTHER THAT the Mayor and Clerk are 
hereby authorized to sign the By-law and affix the 
corporate seal.  
 
DISPOSITION: Motion Carried 

 
Adjournment 
 
Resolution No. 36 Moved by Paul Buchner   

Seconded by Valerie Durston  
 
RESOLVED that there being no further business, the 
Council meeting be adjourned at 2:21 p.m. to meet 
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again on Tuesday, October 18th, 2022 at 7:00 p.m. 
(Mount Elgin Community Centre). 
 
DISPOSITION: Motion Carried 

 
 

CLERK: Julie Middleton MAYOR: David Mayberry 
 

This document is available in alternate formats upon request. 


