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Township of South-West Oxford  
Minutes 

SWOX Housing Opportunities Committee 
December 6, 2022 

 
In Attendance: 
 
 
 
Regrets: 
 
Staff: 

Mayor David Mayberry, Councillor Peter Ypma (Ward 2), 
and Councillor Craig Gillis (Ward 6) and Paula Beckett 
(community representative). 
 
None. 
 
Clerk Julie Middleton, Clerk’s Assistant Nicole Chambers 

 

Call Meeting to Order 

The meeting was called to order at 1:40 p.m. by Mayor David Mayberry and a quorum 
was present.  

Motion to Accept Agenda 

Resolution No. 1  Moved by Pete Ypma 
Seconded by Craig Gillis 
 
RESOLVED that the agenda for the December 6, 2022 meeting of 
the SWOX Housing Opportunities Committee be approved. 
  
DISPOSITON:  Motion Carried 

Minutes 

Resolution No. 2  Moved by Paula Beckett 
Seconded by Craig Gillis 
 
RESOLVED that the minutes of the November 1, 2022 SWOX 
Housing Opportunities Committee meeting be approved. 
  
DISPOSITON:  Motion Carried 

 

Business Arising from the Minutes 

Draft Subdivision Agreement Phase Six 

Clerk Julie Middleton made changes to the draft plan for phase six of the Mount Elgin 
Subdivision based on the Committee’s recommendations at the last meeting. She has 
to circulate it to Public Works, Planning, etc. for comment. Once we have a finalized 
draft, it will be sent to Mr. Graydon for review. He has not yet seen the Committee’s 
requests for a tree buffer, solar street lights, etc. 
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Correspondence 

None. 

 

Discussion Items 

Monthly Market Update for South-West Oxford 

The Committee reviewed the October 2022 Market Report for the Township. Mayor 
Mayberry noted that it was hard to compare a decrease to years prior. Councillor Ypma 
remarked that he was surprised to see the purchase price still increasing.  

Making Room Report 

The Committee reviewed the RPCO Making Room Report and expressed concerns in 
regards to Bill 23. The Committee acknowledged that the province is hoping to reduce 
housing prices by eliminating development fees for some construction, however they 
questioned if this will work due to rising interest rates and the supply of housing on the 
market. The Committee questioned if this bill was thought through prior to passing and 
implementation. 

Mayor Mayberry noted that CAO Mary Ellen Greb analyzed the impact of not charging 
development fees for “affordable” or “attainable” housing and it is projected to be 
between $100,000 and $125,000 that the Township would be unable to collect over the 
next four years. The Committee noted this creates a different dynamic about how the 
municipality and county are going to fund wastewater (and other services which are 
dependent on development charges) in the future. 

The Committee noted “Gap 21” in the report which wants to recognize housing 
arrangements that support health care solutions and they were supportive of housing 
that is not taxing on our health care system (like multigenerational housing). 

The Committee discussed the increased standards for new housing builds, and how 
many individuals expect high-end finishes when they purchase a new home (such as 
granite counter tops, high-end appliances, wood flooring, etc.). They questioned how 
they could get smaller more “basic” houses built in the Township. Do we need to 
decrease lot sizes? What can we do to prevent investors from purchasing these 
properties? With home prices at an all-time high, many of these homes are so 
expensive that owners need to look at ARU’s to fund their mortgages. 

Paula Beckett suggested the option of building houses on leased land. These smaller 
homes (which could have high-end finishes but be far less expensive) could be 
affordable and attainable housing for individuals who are living in large houses which 
could then be made available to other families. The Committee discussed their current 
challenges for septic when looking at constructing duplex or triplex units. The 



SWOX Housing Opportunities Committee – December 6th, 2022 

Committee questioned how we can help people who are looking for housing and 
different models available for equity building.  

Clerk Middleton noted that we must talk about servicing and if we need to service 
another village in the Township in the future. Mayor Mayberry noted that this would be a 
ten-year process, and we need to start thinking of options (Foldens, Delmer, etc.). The 
Committee also discussed potential future boundary adjustments with neighbouring 
municipalities.  

Next Steps 

Councillor Ypma recommended the following concrete actions and timeline: 

• 1-2 Years: Open-Lot on Dereham Line/Prouse Rd – Develop into housing 
solution 

• 3-4 Years: Mount Elgin Community Centre Lands – Look into alternate housing 
(not single-detached homes). 

The Committee will review current leased land projects to discuss at the next meeting: 

• Villages of Port Elgin (Port Elgin) 
• Morningside (New Hamburg)  
• Grand Cove (Grand Bend) 
• The Bluffs at Huron (Goderich) 

Directives 

• Assist the Township and provide recommendation on taking a leadership role with 
respect to the consideration of various housing options within the Township and 
the County of Oxford; 

• The SWOX Housing Opportunities Committee acts as a resource, information 
gathering and advisory body to Township Council on housing needs within the 
community; 

• Monitor and obtain information on the local housing market and identify trends 
and emerging housing needs in the community and recommend action where 
appropriate; 

• Provide advice and make recommendations regarding affordable housing 
initiatives and priorities within the community; 

• Explore options for facilitating outside partnerships/involvement for new housing; 
• The committee will not be directly involved in providing social housing within the 

community (this is an upper tier responsibility). However, may consider 
facilitating discussion in this regard should the opportunity arise with available 
land or interest from developers. 
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Adjournment 

Resolution No. 3 Moved by Pete Ypma 
Seconded by Paula Beckett 
 
RESOLVED that the Committee adjourn at 3:26 p.m. to meet again 
on February 7, 2023 at 1:30 p.m. 
 
DISPOSITON:  Motion Carried 


