
Engage and Inform Committee 

Meeting Minutes 
for October 6th, 2021 

 
 

Members Present:  Mayor David Mayberry, Councillor Valerie Durston and Catherine 
White, Councillor Paul Buchner and Jen Thomson 

 
Staff Present: Nicole Chambers and Julie Forth 
 
Call Meeting to Order 
 
The meeting was called to order at 1:02 p.m. by Chair Valerie Durston and a quorum was 
present. 
 
Approval of the Agenda 
 
Resolution No. 1 Moved by David Mayberry 
   Seconded by Paul Buchner 
 

RESOLVED that the agenda for the October 6th, 2021 Engage & Inform 
committee meeting be approved. 

 
   DISPOSITION:  Motion Carried 
 
Approval of the Minutes 
 
Resolution No. 2 Moved by David Mayberry 
   Seconded by Catherine White 
 

RESOLVED that the minutes of the September 8th, 2021 meeting be 
approved. 
 
DISPOSITION: Motion Carried 

 
Business Arising from the Minutes 
 
Geocaching 
 
The Committee reviewed the current status of the geocaching project. GPS locations for 
some caches still need to be submitted to Catherine/Julie by all members. Catherine has 
logged 23 geocaches and she can now begin to input our caches. Once Catherine has 
started to enter the caches, she will let us know if there are any that the system has 
indicated are located “too close” to each other. Catherine indicated that most of the 
geocaches in SWOX are in Mount Elgin, there are also some down past Dereham Centre 
(by Culloden). Once we have all of the GPS location and label information, Nicole will 
distribute the containers to be hidden at each location. 
 
Arbour Day Update 
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The Committee reviewed the results from the Arbour Day event on September 25th. Results 
fell short of the previous event in July due to weather conditions. Catherine suggested we 
pick an alternate location for the next event. Committee members decided that the next 
event will be held on Saturday, April 23rd, 2022 from 10:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m. at the 
Brownsville Community Centre. Paul will look into ordering trees in the spring. 
 
Child Care Open House (Update) 
Nicole reported to the Committee that Danika Lyons put her in touch with Leanne Dale (the 
LHCC Coordinator for Oxford Community Child Care) and Nancy Demarest (who works 
alongside Rural Oxford Economic Development). Nicole is still waiting to hear back 
regarding coordinating an event which is proving to be a little tricker to arrange since the 
province implemented their mandatory vaccination protocols for meeting and event spaces. 
The Committee acknowledged that these events would be better to hold in-person and 
members are okay with waiting until we are able to do so. 
 
Julie was in touch with OCCC regarding hall rentals for free EarlyON programming. They 
are trying to run these programs as cost-effectively as they can. Previously they have rented 
municipal facilities for around $25.00 per use, this is the fee they are hoping to pay again. 
 
2022 Events (Continuation of Brainstorming) 
 
Christmas Light Contest  
The Committee determined that information regarding this contest will go out to residents 
after Remembrance Day – the week of November 15th. The Committee will vote on the 
submissions the evening of December 16th. There will be one large general category and 
residents must submit their address to be made available by the public. Staff will create a 
specific Christmas light route with a map for residents to follow. First, second and third place 
recipients will be given a prize. Each resident who submits their house for judging will 
receive a door prize. 
 
Residents will be invited to view the submissions in-person and go to our website to submit 
their votes for first, second and third place. Votes must be received by 5:00 p.m. on 
December 16th. Residents can leave their name and address with their vote submission to 
be entered into a draw for an additional prize. 
 
The Committee discussed the possibility of purchasing Rheo Thompson chocolate from the 
Brownsville Hall Board (if they are doing a fundraiser) to be given as door prizes. Another 
option is the small items we gave last year from ERTH. Large prize suggestions include 
Rose and Daffodil gift certificates.  
 
Outdoor Movie Night 
The Committee discussed partnering with Beachville Museum to host an outdoor movie 
night event next spring/summer. The Museum has a large outdoor green space and were 
looking into a similar idea before the pandemic started. The Committee could provide 
refreshments for the public during the event (popcorn, snacks, etc.). 
 
Community Swap Event 
The Committee inquired about partnering with Reuse-A-Poloozaha to host a swap event in 
the spring.  
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Trivia Night 
The Committee decided to host a virtual trivia night event on Thursday, January 20th, 2022.  
 
Upcoming Events Calendar 
Christmas Light Contest – starts week of November 15th until December 16th 

Virtual Trivia Night – Thursday, January 20th, 2022 at 7:00 p.m. 
Winter Walk at Thames River Trail in Beachville – February 19th, 2022 – 2:00 to 5:00 p.m. 
Earth Day at Brownsville Community Centre – April 23rd, 2022 – 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
Act on Litter Day – May 10th, 2022 (all day) 
Community Swap Event with Reuse-A-Poloozaha – Tentative Spring/Summer 
Outdoor Movie Night with Museum – Tentative Summer 
 
The events above will be shared via SWOX Talks, social media and the website. 
 
*Jen Thomson left the meeting at 1:50 p.m.* 
 
Arts and Crafts Trail 
The Committee discussed how we can support and feature more artisans in our community. 
We will explore adding this to our website. The Committee discussed the possibility of 
hosting a local artisan’s event during the Earth Day event at the Brownsville Community 
Centre on April 23rd. 
 
*Catherine White left the meeting at 2:01 p.m.* 
 
Correspondence 
 
Oxford County COVID-19 Survey 
The Committee received information about the COVID-19 survey, which has been 
developed by Speak Up Oxford (Oxford County) in partnership with the University of Guelph 
(and more than 20 local partners). The survey is looking to study how the pandemic has 
changed life for Oxford County residents including their health, well-being, social life, 
finances and day-to-day living. The survey has been circulated on social media and 
County’s website (we have shared their postings). A copy of the survey is being mailed to all 
Oxford County residents – their website states all residents should receive it by tomorrow, 
October 7th. We are hoping as a partner of this survey, that they share all information 
collected by our residents and we can present this at a future meeting. 
 
Discussion Items 
 
Lomi Countertop Composter 
The Committee received the link to the Lomi Countertop Composter as information. 
 
Standing Items  
 
Community Safety and Well-Being Plan Update 
Julie provided an update to the Committee about the Community Safety and Well-Being 
Plan. They are waiting for the County’s budget process as there has been a proposal for a 
dedicated staff resource to implement the plan. Once the plan goes through the budget 
process we will hear more information. David asked if the Advisory Committee is continuing 
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to meet? Julie responded that many of the members of the Advisory Committee will be on 
the Steering Committee and they need to determine if there will be a dedicated staff 
resource first before meeting. 
 
Review of SWOX 2030 Action Item List (minutes of August 12th, 2015 meeting) 
 

1. Social Responsibility  
2. Communication  
3. Active Living  
4. Safety & Security 

 
New Business 
 
Community Gatherings Subsidy – Council Recommendation 
The Committee discussed the importance of in-person gatherings to community bonding 
and the sense of togetherness that they create. As a result, the Committee discussed 
putting forth a recommendation to direct Council to make funds available for each Township 
Hall and Park Board to host an in-person community gathering. Committee Members 
recommended that the boards be provided money for these events, and they can keep any 
additional funds which may be raised during the event. The requirement will be to host an 
in-person community event (cannot be virtual or drive-thru). The Committee acknowledged 
that the current state of the pandemic is unknown, but boards should be able to host 
outdoor events next spring or summer (subject to any gathering limits at the time). 
 
The Committee recommended that Council set aside $10,000.00 aside for 8 committees: 
 

• Beachville Parks and Rec 

• Brownsville Hall Board 

• Dereham Centre Hall Board 

• Foldens Hall Board 

• Hilltop Park Hall Board 

• Mount Elgin Hall Board + Mount Elgin Parks and Rec 

• Salford Hall Board 

• Sweaburg Parks and Rec 
 
Resolution No. 3 Moved by David Mayberry 
   Seconded by Paul Buchner 
 

RESOLVED that the Engage and Inform Committee recommend that 
Council include $10,000 in the Township’s 2022 operating budget for 
Hall and Park Boards to each host an in-person community event next 
year with the purpose of reuniting the community. 
 
DISPOSITION: Motion Carried 

 
Action Items 
 

• Valerie to send Catherine her geocache locations. 
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• Nicole to buy camo duct tape and duct tape one geocache container (for better 
camouflage in the surrounding area) and send to Catherine for review 

• Valerie to bring Catherine two trees from Arbour Day. 

• Nicole to add Child Care Information Night to next agenda (see if there is an update). 

• Nicole to create Christmas Light contest information and advertising. 

• All Committee Members to look into prizes for Christmas Light Contest: four large 
prizes required (first, second and third place, judging draw winner) and small door 
prizes for all who sign up 

• David to ask George Way about any interest in an outdoor movie night event 
partnership with the Museum 

• David to reach out to Bryan Smith about partnering to host a Reuse-A-Poloozaha 
event in the Township 

• Nicole to add Committee’s upcoming events to SWOX Talks 

• Nicole to look into adding a section to our website about local artisans (reach out to 
ROEDC and Tourism Oxford to see what kind of database/information they have 
about this) 

o Nicole to provide this listing to the Committee at the next meeting (add to next 
agenda) so we can reach out to these individuals regarding potential 
partnership for Earth Day event 

 
Next Meeting 
  
Wednesday, November 3rd, 2021 at 1:00 p.m. 
 
Adjournment 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 2:51 p.m. 


