
 

REGULAR MEETING OF ENVIRONMENT AND ENERGY INNOVATION COMMITTEE 

Wednesday, November 3rd, 2021 – 4:30 p.m. 

Township of South-West Oxford 

Council Chambers 

 

Present: Chair Jim Pickard, Mayor David Mayberry, Councillor Valerie Durston, 

George Klosler (community representative) via Zoom 

 

Regrets: Chief Building Official Howard Leaver, Works Superintendent Adam 

Prouse, Oxford County Manager of Strategic Initiatives Dennis Guy, Rob 

McKinley (community representative), Phil Gagnon (community 

representative) 

 

Guests: Whisper Gardiner, Future Oxford Partnership Member, SWOX Resident 

 

Staff: Clerk Julie Forth 

 

Call to Order 

Chair Jim Pickard called the meeting to order at 4:33 p.m. – a quorum was not present.  

 

Business Arising from the Minutes 

 

Clerk Julie Forth advised that Chief Building Official Howard Leaver is scheduling 

pressure testing at the Dereham Centre Hall and Foldens Hall within then next couple of 

weeks.  

 

The Committee discussed the ceiling insulation quotes that were received for the Mt. 

Elgin Community Centre. The quote has come in at almost half what was originally 

estimated – it is estimated that the project would have a ten-year payback. The project 

may also qualify for a grant – Julie will follow up with Howard to see if the contractor will 

apply for this grant on behalf of the Township.  

 

Discussion also took place regarding garbage collection at the Township halls. It was 

questioned if containers can be set up outside so that the smaller bins inside can be 

emptied into them for part of the regular garbage collection cycle. It was noted that the 

materials need to be at the curb for collection. Further discussion will take place on this 

matter at the upcoming SWOX Zero Waste Committee meeting.  

 

2022 Projects and Priorities 

The Committee brainstormed projects and priorities for 2022 as follows: 

• LED lighting at the Dereham Shop;  

• Another electric vehicle for the Township fleet (Drainage); 
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• Discussed projects in draft budget: LED lighting at shop, adding another electric 

vehicle to fleet and purchase of 3.0L diesel pick-up truck;  

• Information days: Campaign to remove organics from the waste stream and 

encourage the use of a green cone – remove greases, fats and oils from septic 

systems. Saves money.  

• Solar panels for the Beachville Fire Hall;  

• Pressure testing at Dereham Centre and Foldens Hall;  

• Mount Elgin Hall insultation project;  

• Three more Ecobees to be installed 

• Consider options to make tiny homes more affordable; consider less expensive 

ways to deal with septic waste: Arcadia Off-Grid Community 

• Earth Day Event in Brownsville – April, 2022 – messaging to focus on how to 

save money and septic systems by keeping organics out of garbage collection. 

Offer food at the event to promote the activity and get members of the community 

out.  

• Follow up with Works Superintendent Adam Prouse regarding annual tree 

planting program. Is it successful? 

• Look into which Township facilities still require an Ecobee (follow up with Chief 

Building Official). 

 

The meeting adjourned at 5:56 p.m. The Committee will meet again on Wednesday, 

December 1st, 2021 at 4:30 p.m.  

https://arcadiaoffgridcommunity.ca/

