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TOWNSHIP OF SOUTH-WEST OXFORD 
Minutes 

SWOX Housing Opportunities Committee 
December 7th, 2021 

 
 

In Attendance: 
 
 
Staff: 

Mayor David Mayberry, Councillor Peter Ypma (Ward 2), 
Councillor Craig Gillis (Ward 6) 
 
Clerk Julie Forth 

 

Call to Order 

The meeting was called to order by Mayor David Mayberry at 1:45 p.m. and a quorum 

was present.  

Discussion Items 

Potential Development Opportunities in South-West Oxford 

Manager of Planning Policy Paul Michiels attended the meeting today to review 

potential development opportunities within existing settlement areas, lineal and rural 

clusters within the Township. He provided mapping for the committee to review and 

discussed various properties that could potentially be developed for residential 

purposes if there was interest from the landowners. In many cases, development of the 

land may be possible with an application from the landowner.  

The committee discussed the proposed Phase 6 development within Mt. Elgin. An 

application has been received for an official plan amendment, zoning amendment and 

draft plan of subdivision. If approved, this development likely won’t start until 2023 or 

2024 and will take approximately 8-10 years to complete. Within serviced areas, there is 

potential to have more houses per acre. It was noted that within Mount Elgin, the 

biggest challenge is access to Highway 19 (MTO). Going forward, consideration may 

need to be given to how to get residents in the community across Hwy 19 safely.  

The potential for a land swap within settlement areas and rural clusters was also 

discussed and this is something that may be considered by landowners if they want to 

develop their lands.  

With respect to minimum lot size requirements in areas that are not serviced, a 

hydrogeology study would be required to justify a smaller minimum lot size requirement. 

Currently in areas that are not fully serviced, this is 30,000 sq. ft.  

Mr. Michiels commented that there may be an opportunity to move land from settlement 

areas without servicing to areas that are serviced. Planning staff may consider changes 

to existing settlement boundaries to create more infilling opportunities; however, this is 
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not planned in the near future (mapping interpretation exercise). There may be some 

opportunities to bring in some properties within the existing settlement boundaries.  

Within Dereham Centre, there may be a trade-off opportunity to bring in land to the 

settlement boundary if an equal amount of land will be returned to farmland (currently 

used for residential). This discussion took place specifically related to the property 

located at the northeast corner of Dereham Line and Prouse Road. It was also noted 

that there may be extra land in Dereham Centre that is currently used for parkland; this 

may be more than what is needed for the Township’s purposes.  

Julie will ask Howard about the property located on the southwest corner of Dereham 

Line and Prouse Road. This property is approximately 6,800 sq. ft. It was questioned 

how small of a house and septic would be needed to be accommodated on this space.  

The Committee would like to consider options that were presented and have a further 

discussion at their next meeting about which ones to focus on in 2022.  

With respect to servicing communities, there would likely need to be a push from South-

West Oxford Council to make that happen within other communities, other than Mount 

Elgin. Once the community is fully serviced, someone could make the argument that it is 

a growth center and prepare a proposal to expand outward.  

Adjournment 

Resolution No. 1 Moved by Peter Ypma   

Seconded by Craig Gillis  

RESOLVED that the Committee adjourn at 4:16 p.m. to meet again 

following the regular council meeting on January 4th, 2021. 

 

DISPOSITON:  Motion Carried 


