
Engage and Inform Committee 

Meeting Minutes 
for May 4th, 2022 

 
 

Members Present:  Councillor Valerie Durston, Councillor Paul Buchner, and 
Catherine White 

 
Guests Present: Lisa Marie Williams, Chief Librarian and Cristina McLaren, Branch 

Services Librarian (Oxford County), and Diane Desmone 
 
Staff Present: Megan Fletcher and Julie Middleton 
 
Regrets:  Mayor David Mayberry and Jen Thomson 
 
Call Meeting to Order 
 
The meeting was called to order at 1:01 p.m. by Chair Valerie Durston and a quorum was 
present. 
 
Chair Valerie Durston introduced Diane Desmone, a new member of the Engage and Inform 
Committee. 
 
Approval of the Agenda 
 
Resolution No. 1 Moved by Catherine White 
   Seconded by Paul Buchner 
 

RESOLVED that the agenda for the May 4th, 2022 Engage & Inform 
committee meeting be approved as amended. 
  

   DISPOSITION:  Motion Carried 
 
Approval of the Minutes 
 
Resolution No. 2 Moved by Paul Buchner 
   Seconded by Catherine White 
 

RESOLVED that the regular minutes of the April 6, 2022 Engage & 
Inform committee meeting be approved. 

 
   DISPOSITION:  Motion Carried 
 
Business Arising from the Minutes 
None. 
 
Information Items and Correspondence 
None. 
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Discussion Items 
 
Provision of Library Services – Lisa Marie Williams, Chief Librarian and Cristina McLaren, 
Branch Services Librarian 
 
Clerk Middleton explained that Mayor Mayberry had requested the Chief Librarian and 
Branch Services Librarian attend this meeting to discuss any updates on services planned 
for libraries in Oxford County. 
 
Ms. McLaren reported that the Mount Elgin and Brownsville locations have increased their 
hours to 12 a week. She welcomed suggestions from the Committee regarding additional 
services that could be provided during the libraries’ off-hours.  
 
Ms. Williams stated she is open to meeting with community groups to discuss any needs or 
ideas they may have for the library spaces. Ms. White reported that one of the Committee’s 
suggestions is “homework help” in the evenings for students who do not have access to a 
computer or reliable Internet at their home. Ms. McLaren reported that the Brownsville 
location now has a permanent staff member, Chelsea Hayes, and are updating their hours.  
 
Chair Valerie Durston suggested a “Meet Your Council” evening, particularly with the 
upcoming election. Ms. Williams stated she has hosted such events in other places and is 
open to implementing this in South-West Oxford. Ms. Williams advised that there are 
provincial rules regarding elections which we will have to be mindful of. 
 
The Committee decided to focus on teen-related activities in Brownsville for children ages 
12-18 when determining programming. Councillor Buchner suggested a cybersecurity 
information session for seniors as well. 
 
Proposed Beachville District Museum Outdoor Movie Night 
Clerk Middleton reported that the Museum has obtained sound equipment and the 
Township has a projector that can be used. She is considering purchasing a 14-foot 
inflatable movie screen and will obtain the proper license to show the movie. 
 
Resolution No. 3 Moved by Catherine White 
   Seconded by Paul Buchner 
 
RESOLVED that the Engage and Inform Committee request funds in the amount of $200 for 
the purchase of an inflatable movie screen to be used for the Beachville District Museum 
Outdoor Movie Night. 
 
   DISPOSITION:  Motion Carried 
 
The Committee determined to schedule the Beachville District Museum Outdoor Movie 
Night to coincide with the end of summer camp BBQ in late July. This will be discussed 
further at the next meeting. 
 
Mount Elgin Recreation Survey 
The possibility of a recreation survey in Brownsville was discussed. Clerk Middleton 
suggested Ms. White take the Mount Elgin Recreation Survey to the Brownsville Hall Board 
so they can tailor it to their community. 
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Geocaching Discussion 
Ms. White reported that she and Chair Durston now have the coordinates for every location. 
She requested three magnetic geocaches because some locations do not have good hiding 
spots. Clerk Middleton stated that there is a budget for the Engage and Inform Committee to 
purchase the magnetic boxes. 
 
Ms. White stated she would get the geocache series up and running within the next couple 
of weeks. 
 
Standing Items 
Review of SWOX 2030 Action Item List (minutes of August 12th, 2015 meeting) 

1. Social Responsibility 
2. Communication 
3. Active Living 
4. Safety & Security 

 
New Business 
Councillor Buchner reported that the Earth Day/Reuseapalooza event on April 30th had very 
good attendance. Clerk Middleton stated that sales were not as high as in the past.  
 
Clerk Middleton suggested that we continue to advertise recycling bins, composters, green 
cones, and rain barrels for half price throughout the summer. The Committee determined to 
discuss this further at the next meeting. 
 
Clerk Middleton stated that the upcoming Municipal Election has been advertised on the 
Township website, social media, SWOX Talks, and Village Voice. She asked the Committee 
members for suggestions on any additional advertising methods. Ms. White stated that she 
believes the issue is a lack of understanding and engagement in municipal government. 
She suggested some form of education, possibly in the monthly e-newsletter. The amount of 
compensation in relation to the hours spent as a Councillor was also discussed. Chair 
Durtson and Councillor Buchner volunteered to track their hours for the next month and 
report back. 
 
Adjournment 
The Engage and Inform Committee adjourned at 2:15 p.m. to meet again on Wednesday, 
June 1, 2022 at 1:00 p.m. 


