
 

REGULAR MEETING OF ENVIRONMENT AND ENERGY INNOVATION COMMITTEE 

Wednesday, June 1st, 2022 – 4:30 p.m. 

Township of South-West Oxford 

Hybrid in Council Chambers 

 

Present: Chair Jim Pickard; Mayor David Mayberry; and Shana Deamone (new 

community representative). 

 

Regrets: Councillor Valerie Durston, Works Superintendent Adam Prouse, Chief 

Building Official Howard Leaver, George Klosler, Phil Gagnon, and Cathy 

Reeves. 

 

Guests: David Miller, Barrier Sciences Group 

 

 

Staff: Clerk Julie Middleton, and Acting Clerk's Assistant Megan Fletcher (via 

Zoom) 

 

Call to Order 

Chair Jim Pickard called the meeting to order at 4:33 p.m. and a quorum was not 

present.  

 

Discussion Items 

 

Energy Audit Appointment – David Miller 

Chair Jim Pickard thanked Mr. Miller for attending. 

 

Mr. Miller explained that everyone who performs energy audits has to get certified by 

the Ministry of Natural Resources Canada. In most cases, auditors have a background 

in building sciences. He discussed the programs available and explained that their goal 

is to reduce homeowners’ carbon footprints: the Enbridge Program (for Enbridge 

customers only) and a Provincial Program under the former Liberal government. The 

same audit process is used for both programs. 

 

Mr. Miller described a typical audit process: 

• They inspect the entire house and perform a “blower door test” to identify any air 

leakage. 

• They do not do anything destructive (e.g., removing electrical outlet covers). 

• They provide the homeowner with a report identifying the improvements that 

would best improve their home’s energy efficiency. 
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• They perform another inspection, once the improvements have been made, to 

ensure everything has been done safely and provides data on the energy 

improvements savings. 

 

Mr. Miller explained that the initial inspection costs $470 and the follow-up costs $230 

for a total of $700. Both the Enbridge and MNR programs reimburse the homeowner 

$600. He emphasized that most improvements have a quick return on investment. He 

also encouraged the Committee to consider safety and resiliency when creating their 

own program.  

 

In response to a question from Chair Pickard, Mr. Miller responded that his office does 

help homeowners complete their applications. He explained that the Enbridge program 

application is much more user friendly than the MNR application. Both use the same 

audit process. 

 

Chair Pickard thanked Mr. Miller for attending, and for his advice. 

 

[David Miller left the meeting at 5:11 p.m.] 

 

PACE Program Discussion 

The Committee discussed financing opportunities for the proposed program. Mayor 

Mayberry suggested contacting certain members of the community to inquire if they 

would like to fund a pilot program of approximately 5 homes. Ms. Deamone also 

recommended contacting area suppliers (e.g., insulation companies, etc.) to see if they 

would also provide financing as their product may be used for the proposed 

improvements. 

 

Township Fleet Discussion 

Mayor Mayberry discussed his concerns over the fact that certain Township vehicles 

still use diesel fuel. He explained that he believes that hydrogen fuel cells are the future, 

but they have not been popularized or widely-used yet.  

 

How Accessible are EV Charging Stations? CBC Article for Information 

The Committee received the article as information. 

 

Correspondence 

 

Comments re: Discussion Paper “Reducing Methane Emissions from Canada’s 

Municipal Solid Waste Landfills” 

Clerk Middleton explained that this was provided as information to the Committee. 
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Standing Items 

None. 

 

New Business 

The Committee recommended to Council that EV charging stations be standard for all 

new builds in Phases 5 and 6 of the Mount Elgin Subdivision. 

 

Adjournment 

The Environment and Energy Innovation Committee adjourned at 5:53 p.m. to meet 

again on September 7th, 2022 at 4:30 p.m. 


