
TOWNSHIP OF SOUTH-WEST OXFORD 
SWOX Zero Waste Facilities Committee Minutes 

November 16, 2021 
 

MEMBERS PRESENT:  
Mayor David Mayberry, Councillor Jim 
Pickard,  Deb Dawson (Administration), 
Scott Vitas (Public Works) 

 
MEMBERS ABSENT: None 
 
STAFF PRESENT: Julie Forth, Clerk 

 
ATTENDANCE 
CALL MEETING TO ORDER 
The SWOX Zero Waste Committee meeting was called to order at 2:00 p.m. 
by Chair Jim Pickard and a quorum was present.  
  
MOTION TO ACCEPT AGENDA 
Resolution No.1 Moved by: David Schell  

Seconded by: David Mayberry 
 
RESOLVED that the regular meeting agenda for the 
November 16, 2021 meeting of the Committee be 
approved. 
 
DISPOSITION: Motion Carried 

 
MINUTES 
Review and Approval of March 9, 2021 and June 8, 2021 minutes. 
  
Resolution No.2 Moved by: David Mayberry 

Seconded by: Stacy Weicker 
 
RESOLVED that the regular minutes of the March 9, 
2021 (as circulated) and June 8, 2021 (as amended) 
be approved.  
 
DISPOSITION: Motion Carried 

 
DECLARATION OF PECUNIARY INTEREST 
None. 
  
BUSINESS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES 
Mayor Mayberry stated that the film plastic recycling depot at the Beachville 
Fire Hall appears to be well-used.  
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Councillor Jim Pickard inquired why a committee member was continually 
absent from meetings. Staff advised that this member would no longer be 
attending meetings as they had resigned from their position with the 
Township. 
 
  
DISCUSSION ITEMS 
The Board received a written update from Julie Forth, Clerk, regarding recent 
items discussed with the Hall Boards. 
  
Garbage collection at all Township facilities, particularly at the Community 
Centres, was identified as a serious issue. The Committee discussed having 
a bin with a lid outside each hall for the garbage truck to collect from which 
hall renters could dump waste and recycling into but would not have to be 
taken out to the curb for each pick-up. CAO Greb recommended a good 
"testing ground" to be Brownsville Community Centre due to the fact that it is 
attached to the Fire Hall. The possibility of putting one at Dereham Hall and 
Foldens Hall was also discussed. The Committee directed Adam Prouse, 
Works Superintendent, to look into purchasing appropriate containers that 
would fit the recycling bins to be placed at Foldens Hall and Dereham Centre 
Hall as a test. 
 
CAO Greb advised that Mount Elgin Hall was looking into schools fabricating 
a container for the storage of waste for the community centre as an option. 
  
The Committee discussed the issue of who will install green cones at the 
Community Centres that have requested them. Mayor Mayberry asked that 
the Brownsville Hall Board advise where they want the green cone installed 
so he can install it within the next two weeks, as well as the one at Foldens 
Hall. 
  
Mayor Mayberry asked that the municipal office consider only accepting take-
out containers made of compostable or recyclable material and that plastic 
water bottles no longer be accepted. He wished to congratulate Mt. Elgin 
Community Hall for taking the step of serving food in compostable material 
when they held their turkey dinner this year. 
  
The Committee asked that the CAO approach the Hall and inquire as to 
where they purchased the containers and how they found it worked for them. 
Adam Prouse, Works Superintendent, advised that per Oxford County rules 
aluminum containers are not considered recyclable and must be placed in the 
garbage. 
  
The Committee discussed an article shared by Mr. Schell regarding the 
Canadian construction sector producing a large amount of waste and the fact 
that the majority of it ended up in landfills. Adam Prouse, Works 
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Superintendent, advised that the County has a Mixed C&D (construction and 
demolition) program where materials are ground up and recycled if dropped 
off in specific bins. 
  
The Committee discussed concerns regarding the life cycle of truck batteries 
and whether these items would be able to be recycled. Adam Prouse, Works 
Superintendent, volunteered to contact GM regarding their plan for the 
electric batteries in their vehicles and to bring a report back. 
  
Mayor Mayberry suggested the Committee now consider what the next steps 
are. He suggested the Committee discuss the plan for garbage and recycling 
in Township parks in the near future. He remarked that the Community Halls 
are located adjacent to some parks and could be considered a model for 
garbage and recycling. 
  
DIRECTIVES: 

• The purpose of the SWOX Zero Waste Facilities Committee is to make 
recommendations to Council to define “zero waste” for Township 
facilities; 

• To conduct a baseline of outputs from Township facilities to see where 
the Township is currently, and report to Council following the 
implementation of zero waste to show progress and success of 
transitioning to zero waste; 

• To facilitate the Township’s transition to zero waste as defined by the 
Committee;  

• To develop a communications plan to residents and users of Township 
halls, parks and facilities regarding the Township’s transition to zero 
waste  

• To explore the options and associated costs that will be a result of the 
Township’s transition to zero waste;  

• To explore the various methods and options available for dealing with 
waste generated within Township facilities;  

• To periodically report to Council on the status and outcomes of the 
Township’s transition to Zero Waste until the end of the current term of 
Council.  

  
ADJOURNMENT 
Resolution No.4 Moved by: Stacy Weicker 

Seconded by: David Mayberry 
 
RESOLVED that there being no further business, the 
SWOX Zero Waste Facilities Committee meeting 
adjourned at 2:55 p.m. to meet again on January 18, 
2022 at 1:00 p.m. 
 
DISPOSITION: Motion Carried 
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MAYOR: David Mayberry CLERK: Julie Forth 
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