
 

REGULAR MEETING OF ENVIRONMENT AND ENERGY INNOVATION COMMITTEE 

Wednesday, May 4th, 2022 – 4:30 p.m. 

Township of South-West Oxford 

Hybrid in Council Chambers 

 

Present: Chair Jim Pickard; Mayor David Mayberry; Councillor Valerie Durston; 

Works Superintendent Adam Prouse; George Klosler (via Zoom); Phil 

Gagnon (community representative); Shana Deamone (new community 

representative); Cathy Reeves (new community representative, via Zoom); 

and Chief Building Official Howard Leaver [5:02 p.m.] 

 

Regrets: None 

 

Staff: Clerk Julie Middleton and Acting Clerk's Assistant Megan Fletcher 

 

Call to Order 

Chair Jim Pickard called the meeting to order at 4:32 p.m. and a quorum was present.  

 

Motion to Accept the Agenda 

Resolution No. 1 Moved by: Valerie Durston 

Seconded by: Phil Gagnon 

RESOLVED that the agenda for the May 4th, 2022 meeting of the 

Environment and Energy Innovation Committee be approved as 

amended. 

    

DISPOSITON:  Motion Carried 

Minutes 

Resolution No. 2 Moved by: Adam Prouse 

Seconded by: David Mayberry 

RESOLVED that the minutes of the April 6th, 2022 Environment and 

Energy Innovation Committee meeting be reviewed and approved. 

 

DISPOSITON:  Motion Carried 

 

The Committee introduced themselves and Chair Jim Pickard iterated the Committee’s 

directives for the benefit of the new committee representatives. He discussed past 

achievements and planned projects. 

 

Mayor David Mayberry reported that the Township did not receive the grant for EV 

charging stations at the community halls and Beachville District Museum. Artjen will be 

applying for the next round of grants on our behalf. 
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The Committee decided to place a second film plastic drop-off bin in Dereham Centre 

for use by residents. 

 

Business Arising from the Minutes 

None. 

 

Correspondence 

 

Ontario Advances Work on New Ultra-Low Overnight Electricity Rate 

Chair Jim Pickard explained that the province is looking into encouraging people to use 

electricity during nighttime hours, from 11:00 p.m. until 7:00 a.m., at a reduced rate. 

This initiative has not yet been implemented. 

 

Discussion Items 

 

AMO Energy Symposium Report 

Mayor Mayberry explained that the purpose of his attending was to see what the 

province and other municipalities are doing, and determine if there are new ideas that 

can be implemented in South-West Oxford. The main takeaways were conservation and 

how to switch fuel sources; it’s too late to mitigate, we need to learn how to adapt. 

 

IESO Webinar – Mayor’s Report 

Mayor Mayberry explained that the IESO’s responsibility is to make sure all the 

independent electricity providers have the supply they need at any given time. The 

purpose of the webinar was to discuss how the amount of electricity use is much greater 

than the supply. The IESO is seeking generators locally as demand is projected to 

increase 30-40% within the next decade. 

 

[Chief Building Official Howard Leaver joined the meeting at 5:02 p.m.] 

 

Day of Action on Litter 

Clerk Middleton reported that this was previously brought up as an item to share 

communication on via the Township website and social media. The Committee 

suggested encouraging residents to go out and clean-up in the ditches near their 

homes. 

 

Dereham Shop Furnace Update 

Works Superintendent Prouse reported that natural gas produces significantly less 

carbon monoxide than other energy sources. Chair Pickard suggested including a 

summary of these results in the next edition of SWOX Talks. 
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CBO Leaver asked what the next big project is for the Public Works Shop and Works 

Superintendent Prouse replied that the installation of LED lighting is the next energy-

saving measure. CBO Leaver reported that the Brownsville Firehall bay area and 

pavilion have now been converted to LED. 

 

Salford Hall Request 

Councillor Durston explained that the Salford Hall Board is looking to install a light 

between the hall entrance and the park area for safety purposes. Clerk Middleton 

reported that they want to replace an existing light with solar. Works Superintendent 

Prouse reported that installation of the post and light is approximately $3,200. Councillor 

Durston stated she would take an estimate back to the Salford Hall Board. 

 

Solar-Ready in Phase 6 Discussion 

Mayor Mayberry stated that, should Phase 6 of the Mount Elgin Subdivision proceed, he 

would like the developer to consider having the homes solar-ready. He explained that 

he has previously discussed this with Mr. Graydon of Mount Elgin Developments Inc., in 

light of the IESO’s call for more locally generated power. The Committee discussed how 

there may be pushback from the builder due to the increased cost of construction. 

Committee members are of the opinion that it could only add value to the houses which 

would be passed along to the purchasers. Due to the anticipated need for more solar 

power, it would be advantageous to have this done before installation of any solar 

panels. 

 

The Committee determined it was prepared to encourage solar-ready in both Phase 5 

and potentially 6 of the Mount Elgin Subdivision. CBO Leaver will investigate whether 

EV conduits in new builds are required by the Building Code, and whether this can be 

enforced by the Building Department during construction of Phase 5. 

 

Standing Items 

None. 

 

New Business 

Mayor Mayberry inquired about the next project for the Committee. Chair Pickard 

suggested striking a deal with ERTH to install solar panels on the Public Works Shop. 

Mayor Mayberry volunteered to contact them with this inquiry. 

 

Mr. Klosler inquired about looking into air-source heat pump technology for the 

Township Office. CBO Leaver reported that this has been looked into, and Black and 

McDonald stated that it would not be efficient enough to run the building. CBO Leaver 

suggested looking into either air-source or ground-source for Dereham and Foldens 

Halls since they are smaller buildings. 
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Mayor Mayberry spoke to the PACE Program and the issue of reputable auditors. 

Mayor Mayberry sits on the S.W.I.F.T. Board with one of the founders of Energy Works, 

David Miller. Mayor Mayberry suggested inviting Mr. Miller’s brother, also a founder of 

Energy Works, to speak at the next meeting of the Committee. 

 

Adjournment 

Resolution No. 3 Moved by: Howard Leaver 

Seconded by: Adam Prouse 

RESOLVED that there being no further business, the Environment 

and Energy Innovation Committee adjourn at 6:02 p.m. to meet 

again on June 1st, 2022 at 4:30 p.m. 

 

DISPOSITON:  Motion Carried 


