
 

REGULAR MEETING OF ENVIRONMENT AND ENERGY INNOVATION COMMITTEE 

Wednesday, March 3rd, 2021 – 4:30 p.m. 

Township of South-West Oxford 

Council Chambers 

 

Present: Chair Jim Pickard, Mayor David Mayberry, Works Superintendent Adam 

Prouse, Phil Gagnon (community representative) 

 

Regrets: George Klosler, Rob McKinley, Chief Building Official Howard Leaver  

 

Staff: Clerk Julie forth 

 

Call to Order 

Chair Jim Pickard called the meeting to order at 4:33 p.m. and a quorum was present. 

 

Motion to Accept the Agenda 

Resolution No. 1 Moved by: Valerie Durston 

Seconded by: Adam Prouse 

RESOLVED that the agenda for the March 3rd, 2021 meeting of the 

Energy Innovation Committee be approved. 

    

DISPOSITON:  Motion Carried 

 

Declarations of Pecuniary Interest 

There were no declarations of pecuniary interest.  

 

Minutes 

Resolution No. 2 Moved by: David Mayberry 

Seconded by: Adam Prouse 

RESOLVED that the following minutes of the February 3rd, 2021 

Environment and Energy Innovation Committee meeting be 

reviewed and approved.  

 

DISPOSITON:  Motion Carried 
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Appointments 

 

Chris Kennedy and Tom Butler re: No-mow areas in public parks and pollinator gardens 

 

Tom Butler, provided a presentation to the Committee regarding no-mow areas in public 

parks and pollinator gardens to help provide habitat for threatened species. He shared 

details of a project undertaken in the City of Woodstock in 2017. An open space park 

was converted to a no-mow pollinator garden space. He advised the Committee that he 

received grants to help cover the cost of the project (from the City of Woodstock and 

Toyota), the project included a community planting day and an interpretive sign was 

installed. Mr. Butler shared photos of the space before and after the project was 

completed. A buffer strip was left along the outside border of the park for mowing and to 

ensure that the garden didn’t spread onto neighbouring property owner’s lawns/yards.  

 

A native wildlife seed mix was used for the garden. There was a drastic difference in the 

space from before and after the project, as reflected in the photos. The interpretive sign 

provided information to visitors on the importance of pollination and species within the 

space. The reduction in mowing needs of the park, also helped to reduce the City’s 

greenhouse gas emissions and need for fossil fuels. Overall, the space provides winter 

habitat for pollinators and helps threatened local species.  

 

Mr. Butler explained that maintenance at the park is still required and cutting/trimming is 

needed to prevent trees from growing up in the space. They have an agreement with 

the City of Woodstock parks department to mow every 3-4 years.  

 

In response to an inquiry from Councillor Pickard, Mr. Butler advised that before the 

project was started, they canvassed the neighburhood to let residents know what they 

wanted to do. They received positive feedback from this process, and a 50-foot buffer 

was left between property owners which backed onto the green space and the pollinator 

garden.  

 

Mayor David Mayberry encouraged the Township hall and park boards to get involved in 

a similar project like this, even if on a smaller scale, and questioned how the Township 

can get this information out to them. It was suggested that the Tommy Williams Park or 

the Peace Park in Sweaburg may be good spaces for a pollinator garden. Works 

Superintendent Adam Prouse commented that the Township would need to rent the 

equipment to assist a hall board with prepping the land; however, this could be arranged 

if a committee was interested.  

 

It was also discussed that seed for approximately two acres, was about $4,000. There 

are some local companies that may be able to provide the seed mix for less (ie. Wildlife 
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Gardening). The Upper Thames River Conservation Authority may have some 

recommendations as well to source the wildlife seed.  

 

Dennis Guy commented that Township Hall and Park Committees may be able to apply 

through the Future Oxford Legacy Fund to assistance with the purchase if seed if they 

are interested. Toyota has a funding program as well.  

 

Councillor Jim Pickard thanked Mr. Butler and Mr. Kennedy for their presentation.  

 

Business Arising from the Minutes 

 

Beachville Solar Panels  

 

Clerk Julie Forth advised that the Request for Proposal is still in the process of being 

finalized.  

 

Ecobee Thermostats 

 

Clerk Julie Forth advised that Chief Building Official Howard Leaver is looking into 

digital thermostats for the Salford Community Centre because the Ecobee Thermostats 

may not work with the boiler at the hall. CBO Leaver has also reached out to Black and 

McDonald for pricing on maintenance contracts for the generators at the Mt. Elgin 

Community Centre and Municipal Office.  

 

Dereham Centre Shop Furnace Quotes 

 

Works Superintendent Adam Prouse provided a verbal report to the Committee with 

respect to quotes received to replace the boilers and furnace at the Dereham Centre 

shop. There is currently $30,000 in the budget for this project. Two quotes received are 

within budget and Adam commented that this project could be completed this year. He 

is still waiting on one more quote. The Committee commented that gas is approximately 

half the price of oil so there will likely be a good return on investment for this project.  

 

Resolution No. 3 Moved by: Adam Prouse 

Seconded by: Phil Gagnon 

RESOLVED that the Environment and Energy Innovation 

Committee provide direction to staff to bring forward a report to 

Council regarding the replacement of the boilers and furnace at the 

Dereham Centre shop in 2021, pending receipt of a third and final 

quote.  

 

DISPOSITON:  Motion Carried 
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Chair Jim Pickard - Good News Article re: SWOX Reduces Environmental Footprint 

 

Clerk Julie Forth advised that the article prepared by Chair Jim Pickard has been 

shared through all Township communication mediums. 

 

Discussion Items 

 

Dereham Centre Shop LED lighting 

 

Works Superintendent Adam Prouse provided quotes to the Committee to update all the 

lighting in the Dereham Centre Shop to LED. The total cost is estimated to be $27,478 

with an estimated annual savings of approximately $4,901 in hydro costs. Return on 

investment is approximately 5 to 6 years. There are no funds allocated within the 2021 

budget for this project this year. The Committee provided direction to staff to bring 

forward this proposal as part of the 2022 budget deliberations.  

 

Beachville Fire Hall Solar Panels Update (hydro connection cost) 

 

The Committee was advised that Chief Building Official Howard Leaver is looking at 

alternatives and getting input from local providers for the solar panels at the Beachville 

Fire Hall to avoid significant connection costs with Hydro One. This item still remain on 

the agenda for future meetings for further discussion once more information is received.  

 

Information Items  

 

Governor Cuomo Outlines 2021 Agenda  

 

Weblink to the article (and video) was received by the Committee for information.  

 

New Business 

 

FCM Green Municipal Fund Launched and Oxford Legacy Fund 

 

The Committee received information from FCM regarding new funding opportunities for 

affordable residential efficiency projects. It appears that funding may also be available 

for municipalities and Mayor Mayberry questioned if this may be used for any retrofit 

projects at the Mt. Elgin Community Centre.  

 

Manager of Strategic Initiatives, Dennis Guy, provided information to the Committee on 

a partnership project between Future Oxford and Tourism Oxford for a tree planting 

legacy fund. Details and marketing campaign will be announced soon. This initiative will 

https://fcm.ca/en/programs/green-municipal-fund
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be similar to buying garbage bag tags online; members of the public will be able to 

purchase a tree to increase local tree canopy.  

 

Adjournment and Next Meeting Date 

Resolution No. 4 Moved by: Valerie Durston  

Seconded by: Adam Prouse  

RESOLVED that the meeting be adjourned to meet again on 

Wednesday, April 7th, 2021 at 4:30 p.m. (virtual meeting). 

 

DISPOSITON:  Motion Carried 


