
 

REGULAR MEETING OF ENVIRONMENT AND ENERGY INNOVATION COMMITTEE 

Wednesday, April 6th, 2022 – 4:30 p.m. 

Township of South-West Oxford 

Hybrid in Council Chambers 

 

Present: Chair Jim Pickard (via Zoom); Mayor David Mayberry; Councillor Valerie 

Durston; Works Superintendent Adam Prouse; Chief Building Official 

Howard Leaver; and George Klosler (via Zoom) 

 

Regrets: Phil Gagnon (community representative) 

 

Staff: Clerk Julie Middleton and Acting Clerk's Assistant Megan Fletcher 

 

Call to Order 

Chair Jim Pickard called the meeting to order at 4:32 p.m. and a quorum was present.  

 

Motion to Accept the Agenda 

Resolution No. 1 Moved by: David Mayberry 

Seconded by: Adam Prouse 

RESOLVED that the agenda as amended for the April 6th, 2022 

meeting of the Energy Innovation Committee be approved. 

    

DISPOSITON:  Motion Carried 

Minutes 

Resolution No. 2 Moved by: Howard Leaver 

Seconded by: Adam Prouse 

RESOLVED that the minutes of the March 2nd, 2022 Environment 

and Energy Innovation Committee meeting be reviewed and 

approved. 

 

DISPOSITON:  Motion Carried 

 

Business Arising from the Minutes 

Mayor Mayberry has looked into the PACE Program and provided a report. He 

explained that programs such as this allow property owners to borrow money from the 

municipality based on the property’s value to put towards energy retrofits. The funds are 

then repaid on taxes. Several municipalities have come out with similar programs 

including Halton Hills, Durham Region, and Waterloo. 

 

The Committee discussed next steps and considered reviewing the framework for the 

program. Councillor Pickard suggested getting the opinion of Council. Clerk Middleton 

volunteered to send Mayor Mayberry’s report to Finance staff to get their feedback. 
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Councillor Pickard inquired about the natural gas usage and cost for the Works 

Department shop. Works Superintendent Prouse reported that there has been a 

significant savings in fuel cost and volunteered to come back to the Committee with the 

exact figures at the next meeting. 

 

Works Superintendent Prouse reported that he awarded the RFQ for electrical work in 

the Works Department shop to Tim Smith Electrical. The lights are built in Ontario and 

stocked in Tillsonburg. There is a grant available on linear feet of T5 lighting. CBO 

Leaver stated that he had spoken to Mr. Smith about replacing the lights in the 

Beachville Fire Hall and suggested looking into replacing all sets of lights at the same 

time and get one grant to cover it. 

 

Councillor Pickard inquired about the insulation in Mt. Elgin Community Centre. CBO 

Leaver reported that he now has had 6 employees certified in the working at heights 

training. This means that we can rent a lift and have municipal staff remove the tiles 

before the company comes to spray the insulation. He reported that he has also 

contacted a company regarding removing the brown soundproofing with a heartier 

material, which has been quoted at approximately $40,000. 

 

Clerk Middleton reported that before the eco-bee thermostats are installed, the Mt. Elgin 

Community Hall members expressed concern due to the fact that the facility has 3 

different furnaces and 3 different thermostats. They also were unsure about who would 

be appointed to control them once they have been installed. They requested further 

information before the installation can go ahead. Dereham, Foldens, and Salford halls 

have had eco-bees installed for around a year which means data from those locations 

can be retrieved for information. 

 

Discussion Items 

 

Funding Request from Beachville Legion – LED Lighting Project 

Clerk Middleton reported that she has not received the formal written request for $1,000 

for their lighting project. She said she will follow up and bring it back to the next 

meeting. 

 

Mayor Mayberry requested that the Committee approve the project in principle but 

wanted to see the request before official permission was granted. He and Works 

Superintendent Prouse expressed concern about setting a precedent which may lead to 

providing funding for all the Legions. The Committee is open to seeing the request. 
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Municipal Involvement in Procuring New Electricity Supply Facilities 

Mayor Mayberry explained that there is a concern that the hydro supply will run out, in 

the future, and the Independent Electricity System Operator (IESO) is hosting a webinar 

about reducing electricity generation. He stated he will be attending the event on April 

12th and will report back to the Committee at the next meeting. 

 

OILC Debt Financing Questions 

Clerk Middleton reported that this information was provided to be considered as an 

option similar to the PACE Program. The money comes from the province but is repaid 

to the municipality. Mayor Mayberry stated he would look further into it and bring any 

new information back to the Committee. 

 

Letter from Ministry of Energy 

The Committee discussed how the Minister’s letter emphasized the need to focus on 

electricity generation similarly to the IESO’s upcoming webinar. 

 

Committee Member Application Discussion 

Councillor Pickard reported that two applications were received as part of the 

Committee member recruitment. Clerk Middleton noted that the terms of reference only 

state that members need to be a community member, not a resident. The Committee 

decided to invite both applicants to the next meeting to determine if they are a good fit. 

 

Standing Items 

None. 

 

New Business 

Mayor Mayberry discussed that a third of the total cost of electricity in Ontario is not 

paid for by rates, but is added to the provincial debt. He expressed concern about the 

implications for future generations. With regard to electric vehicles, Mr. Klosler 

speculated about where the money for the cost of roads will come from if those vehicles 

are not paying taxes at the gas pump. Mayor Mayberry is of the opinion that hydrogen 

fuel cells is the direction to go as opposed to electric vehicles. 

 

Adjournment 

Resolution No. 3 Moved by: Howard Leaver 

Seconded by: Adam Prouse 

RESOLVED that there being no further business, the Environment 

and Energy Innovation Committee adjourn at 5:29 p.m. to meet 

again on May 4th, 2022 at 4:30 p.m. 

 

DISPOSITON:  Motion Carried 


