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REGULAR MEETING OF ENVIRONMENT AND ENERGY INNOVATION COMMITTEE 

Wednesday, March 2nd, 2022 – 4:30 p.m. 

Township of South-West Oxford 

Hybrid in Council Chambers 

 

Present: Chair Jim Pickard; Mayor David Mayberry; and Councillor Valerie Durston 

 

Regrets: Works Superintendent Adam Prouse, Chief Building Official Howard 

Leaver, and Phil Gagnon (community representative) 

 

Staff: Clerk Julie Forth and Acting Clerk's Assistant Megan Fletcher 

 

Call to Order 

Chair Jim Pickard called the meeting to order at 4:31 p.m. and a quorum was present.  

 

Motion to Accept the Agenda 

Resolution No. 1 Moved by: David Mayberry 

Seconded by: Valerie Durston 

RESOLVED that the agenda for the March 2nd, 2022 meeting of the 

Energy Innovation Committee be approved. 

    

DISPOSITON:  Motion Carried 

Minutes 

Resolution No. 2 Moved by: David Mayberry 

Seconded by: George Klosler 

RESOLVED that the minutes of the February 2nd, 2022 

Environment and Energy Innovation Committee meeting be 

reviewed and approved. 

 

DISPOSITON:  Motion Carried 

 

Business Arising from the Minutes 

Clerk Forth reported, on behalf of CBO Leaver, that six Township staff will be 

completing working at heights training on March 17, 2022. This will remove the cost of 

the company removing the ceiling tiles for the insulation project. Mr. Klosler asked that 

he be kept up-to-date on this project so he can keep the Mount Elgin Hall Board 

apprised. 

 

Clerk Forth reported that CBO Leaver presented the results of the air pressure tests to 

the Dereham Centre Hall Board. They are not taking any action at this time, as they are 

deciding how to proceed with their kitchen renovation, but received it for information. 
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March 2nd, 2022 Environment and Energy Innovation Committee Minutes 
 

Clerk Forth has inquired about gas usage in the Dereham Centre Public Works garage. 

Yearly numbers are not available yet but will be brought to a future meeting. Mayor 

Mayberry asked for an estimate of usage within the last few months as well as a rough 

percentage of the reduction. 

 

Discussion Items 

 

Review of Regulating Thermostat Policy 

Mr. Klosler reported that he has not had the opportunity to review the policy with 

members of the Mount Elgin Hall Board. He stated that the thermostat is set at a 

minimum of 21 degrees Celsius in the wintertime.  

 

Councillor Pickard explained that it would be the hall users’ responsibility to set it at the 

prescribed temperature when leaving the facility. He went on to explain that CBO 

Leaver has been monitoring the thermostats in the halls and feels we are doing well 

with maintaining an appropriate temperature at this time. 

 

Clerk Forth reported that Drainage Superintendent Daniel Leduc is doing inspections of 

all the halls which means both he and CBO Leaver have access to the Google Nest app 

in order to monitor the temperature at each facility. He can help hall board members to 

get the app themselves, if anyone is interested in having that access. Mr. Klosler 

expressed concern about too many people having this access and suggested the 

booking agent be the appointed person. 

 

Clerk Forth reported that there are still some Google Nest Thermostats that need to be 

installed in community halls. She will follow up with CBO Leaver to ensure this is 

completed. The Committee determined to wait to send the draft policy to hall board 

members until we ensure the thermostats are all installed in the halls. 

 

Property Assessed Clean Energy (PACE) Program 

Mayor Mayberry reported that Halton Hills is implementing a program through 

community improvement where a homeowner can borrow money from the Township to 

do energy retrofits on their home and pay it off over a period of years on their taxes. The 

Township would get these funds from OLIC and the resident would pay the loan and the 

interest with the municipality as a conduit. The loan would be attached to the roll 

number and any successive homeowners would be responsible for any outstanding 

portion of the loan. 

 

He reported that the Township of Zorra is also considering this type of program. This 

program would be entirely voluntary. Mr. Klosler suggested part of the program include 

an energy audit to determine what work would be best for the program (i.e., windows, 

insulation, etc.) The Committee also discussed implementing a pilot program. 
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New Business 

Mayor Mayberry asked the Committee to consider next steps for further projects or 

initiatives. Councillor Pickard suggested that the biggest environmental obstacle is the 

diesel vehicles in the Works Department fleet.  

 

Mayor Mayberry recommended adding another member of the public to the Committee. 

Clerk Forth suggested putting out another call for interest in the April edition of SWOX 

Talks. Mayor Mayberry recommended also including the figures for energy reduction in 

the Works shop in the next e-newsletter.  

 

Clerk Forth inquired if it would work for the Committee members to change meeting 

dates to the second Tuesday of every month, and if meeting monthly is still best. Mr. 

Klosler recommended staying with a monthly schedule while the potential PACE 

Program gets off the ground, and re-evaluating later. The Committee decided to change 

the meeting dates to the second Wednesday of the month. 

 

Adjournment 

Resolution No. 3 Moved by: George Klosler 

Seconded by: Valerie Durston 

RESOLVED that there being no further business, the Environment 

and Energy Innovation Committee adjourn at 5:12 p.m. to meet 

again on April 13th, 2022 at 4:30 p.m. 

 

DISPOSITON:  Motion Carried 
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David  

 
From: IESO Community Engagement <communityengagement@ieso.ca> 
Sent: March 18, 2022 11:34 AM 
To: David Mayberry 
Subject: Municipal involvement in procuring new electricity supply facilities  
  
CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening 
attachments or on clicking links from unknown senders.  
Sent on behalf of Carla Y. Nell, Vice-President, Corporate Relations, Stakeholder Engagement and 
Innovation, IESO 

  

Dear Mayor Mayberry, 

It is my pleasure to reach out to you on behalf of the Independent Electricity System Operator (IESO). As you 
may know, the IESO is the provincial agency responsible for ensuring there is enough power to meet the 
province’s electricity needs reliably and cost-effectively today and in the future. 

This email is to inform you about some important efforts taking place this year in Ontario’s electricity system 
that may be of interest to your community, and to invite you to join important discussions on these topics 
throughout the year.  

This is a pivotal time for Ontario’s electricity sector, and communities are playing a growing role in the 
province’s rapidly shifting electricity landscape.   

In discussions with mayors and members of Council, business owners and community representatives, we are 
seeing how economic development continues to drive the province and municipalities forward. As a result, 
power system planning is increasingly occurring at the local level as municipalities demonstrate their climate 
priorities through sustainability plans and broad electrification goals. 

These are essential inputs for our long-term system planning – including helping to inform the construction of 
new facilities to reliably power the province into the future. Your future electricity needs continue to be our 
priority and we are committed to working together to plan for Ontario’s electricity future.  

In our recently released Annual Planning Outlook, we identified some of the big issues and trends facing the 
sector, and we welcome your perspectives as we move to address them in the months to come. These 
include:  

         Ontario will need critical new electricity supply this decade to meet a dramatic rise in demand. This is 
the result of strong economic growth in the industrial, mining and agricultural sectors, as well as an 
expected increase in electrification.  

         Region-specific needs across the province will require careful planning and collaboration. Pockets of 
demand are being driven by robust economic growth, as well as generation losses like the retirement 
of the Pickering Nuclear Generating Station, which will contribute to significant local and province-wide 
supply gaps over the next decade.  

         Ontario’s GHG emissions remain an important issue, and the IESO will be exploring pathways to 
decarbonization. Meanwhile, work is underway to include more non-emitting forms of supply in Ontario 
and creating an environment that can facilitate new opportunities for local energy projects. 
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Municipalities will play an essential role as we explore solutions that will ensure reliability for tomorrow’s 
electricity system.  

In the coming weeks, the IESO will be initiating important discussions to inform our system planning work, in 
particular around the development of new facilities to meet Ontario’s future electricity needs. An invitation will 
be sent to you and other municipal staff to join us (virtually) on April 12 to talk about the role of municipalities 
as the IESO begins a process to procure new supply facilities. We encourage you to join us for this 
conversation. 

You can also stay involved and up to date on these important topics by accessing our new community 
engagement webpage.  

This critical work and your involvement will not only help ensure Ontarians have access to electricity where 
and when they need it, it will keep our economy powering forward into the future.  

We look forward to working closely with municipalities across Ontario as we plan for the future. If you would 
like to discuss any of these priorities, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

 
Sincerely, 

Carla Y. Nell 
Vice-President, Corporate Relations, Stakeholder Engagement and Innovation, IESO 

  

This e-mail message and any files transmitted with it are intended only for the named recipient(s) above and 
may contain information that is privileged, confidential and/or exempt from disclosure under applicable law. If 
you are not the intended recipient(s), any dissemination, distribution or copying of this e-mail message or any 
files transmitted with it is strictly prohibited. If you have received this message in error, or are not the named 
recipient(s), please notify the sender immediately and delete this e-mail message.  
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Megan Fletcher

From: Julie Forth
Sent: Monday, March 21, 2022 4:26 PM
To: Megan Fletcher
Subject: FW: OILC Debt Financing Questions

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Hi, Megan.  
Will you please include this also on the Environment and Energy Innovation Committee agenda for 
April.  
Julie 
 
Julie Forth 
Clerk 
312915 Dereham Line, Mount Elgin ON N0J 1N0 
P: 519-485-0477 x 7023 | F: 519-485-2932 
C: 226-970-1343 | E: clerk@swox.org  
Website | Facebook | Twitter 
 
“A leader in the development and delivery of municipal services for the growth and well being of our community.”  
 

 
 
 
DISCLAIMER: If you are not the intended recipient of this transmission, you are hereby notified that any disclosure of other action taken in reliance on its contents is strictly prohibited. Please 
delete the information from your system and notify the sender immediately. Individuals who submit letters and other information to Council should be aware that any personal information 
contained within their communications may become part of the public record and may be made available to the public through the Council Agenda process. 
 

Please continue to do your part to help prevent the spread of COVID-19: 
• Stay home if you are sick 
• Practice physical distancing by staying at least 2 metres apart 
• Wear a face covering when you can’t physically distance 
• Wash your hands 
 
As always, follow the advice of Southwestern Public Health: 
www.swpublichealth.ca 

 

From: David Mayberry <mayor@swox.org>  
Sent: Sunday, March 20, 2022 4:52 PM 
To: Mary Ellen Greb <cao@swox.org>; Julie Forth <clerk@swox.org>; Jim Pickard <ward5@swox.org>; Paul Buchner 
<ward1@swox.org>; Valerie Durston <ward3@swox.org> 
Subject: Fwd: OILC Debt Financing Questions 
 
 

Sent from my iPhone 
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Begin forwarded message: 

From: Lynn Buchner <lbuchner@oxfordcounty.ca> 
Date: March 20, 2022 at 4:28:58 PM EDT 
To: David Mayberry <mayor@swox.org> 
Cc: Michael Duben <mduben@oxfordcounty.ca> 
Subject: OILC Debt Financing Questions 

  
David, 
I am following up on the questions you asked me to look into with respect to the Township’s consideration of two 
projects that they would like to debenture through Infrastructure Ontario’s OILC program to benefit from the attractive 
rates. In first speaking with IO’s VP of Loan Operations and Customer Relations, I was then referred to the County’s 
legal counsel used for debt financing and also to OILC’s legal counsel.  
  
The following is a summary of the responses received for what would be entailed for these projects to proceed with 
debentures through the OILC. 
  
Financing Energy Efficient Home Improvements – financing property owners’ investments in 
retrofitting/renovating their personal residences to be more energy efficient would require the Township to 
undertake the following  

 O.Reg. 586/06 Local Improvement Charges – Priority Lien Status allows a municipality to undertake a work, 
including a private work, as a local improvement, as if it were undertaking its own work 

 In order to proceed under this Regulation, the Township would have to enter into “sufficient agreements” 
with each land owner agreeing to finance their work or a portion of their work through this program 

 The agreement must provide the following 
o Estimated cost of the local improvement work 
o Estimated lifetime of the local improvement work (debt term shall not exceed 40 years) 
o Description of the method of apportionment and the amount of the special charges for the lots 

specially charged 
o Manner in which a cost overrun or cost underrun is to be dealt with if the actual cost of work is 

different from the estimated cost of work  
o Specific times when the special charges are to be paid  

 Each agreement entered into (by property owner) must be certified by the Township Clerk 
as being a “sufficient agreement” 

 Township would be required to set up a reserve fund to place charges collected in accordance with the Reg. 
for the payment of the long-term debt obligations and interest and shall not be used for any other purpose 
until the debt is paid in full 

 OILC would be prepared to provide financing through the issue of debentures through the County provided 
that the requirements above are fulfilled; and  

o Existing certificates required by IO would have to be amended to reflect the requirements of the 
Reg., and the timing of the advance(s) of funds would have to be determined by IO after IO 
understands the mechanics of the proposed program with the Township 

  
Financing Expansion of a Broadband Infrastructure Project Undertaken by a Local Internet Service Provider 
– financing an expansion of the ISP’s project to benefit more property owners within the Township than can 
be served under the ISP’s project would require the Township to undertake the following 

 Despite Section 106 of the Municipal Act that is intended to prevent municipalities from giving an unfair 
advantage to private parties in the commercial marketplace, Section 110 authorizes municipalities to enter 
into an agreement for the provision of municipal capital facilities with any person even if the agreement 
provides for assistance to be given to a commercial entity it the assistance is only in respect of the provision, 
lease, operation or maintenance of the facilities that are the subject of a capital facilities agreement – as set 
out in O.Reg. 603/06 – which refers to eligible “works” which includes municipal facilities related to the 
provision of telecommunications 

o If Township agrees to participate in this project as a means to expand the scope of the ISP’s 
broadband infrastructure project to benefit more property owners within the municipality, then the 
Township can enter into a capital facilities agreement with the ISP and the Township could finance 
their portion through the County by issuing debentures through OILC 

o The agreement must be clear that the expanded scope of the ISP’s broadband infrastructure 
project will be undertaken to ensure more property owners within the Township will benefit from the 
broadband project than would otherwise have been the case 
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o They recommended that the ISP grant an interest of some nature, such as a license, in the capital 
facilities agreement that survives until the debt is fully retired 

o Capital facilities agreement must provide the following 
 Similar requirements as the local improvement agreements described above; and 
 Notice of passing a by-law permitting a municipality to enter into a section 110 agreement 

to be given by the clerk of the Township to the Minister of Finance  
 The debenture term cannot exceed 40 years even if the useful economic life of the asset exceeds 40 years 
 OILC would be prepared to provide financing through the issue of debentures through the County provided 

that the requirements above are all fulfilled  
o The recommended interest commitment from the ISP is not a prerequisite as they acknowledge 

that some ISPs are regulated entities and are required to own their own equipment, or may be 
subject to restrictions from granting any interest on their equipment – this would the only exception 
IO would allow from the foregoing requirements 

  
For additional information FCM has issued a 190 page toolkit to help municipalities reach their climate goals in the 
residential sector through the use of local improvement charge (LIC) financing, also known as property-assessed 
clean energy (PACE) financing. If you haven’t seen it, here is a link… https://www.cleanairpartnership.org/wp-
content/uploads/2020/05/FINAL-LIC-TOOLKIT-Accelerating-Home-Energy-Efficiency-Retrofits-Through-LIC-
Programs-2020-1.pdf  
  
In addition to the Halton Hills project that is currently under development, the City of Toronto has one the City of 
Kingston – here is a link to Kingston’s program https://ehq-production-canada.s3.ca-central-
1.amazonaws.com/302c3a1e6e8bd7fd874c3e0487ea3080c612bc30/original/1614348404/Exhibit_A_KHERP_Progra
m_Rationale_and_Design_Study.pdf_754f6a79366ed69bc2fcca5e1f8d7b93?X-Amz-Algorithm=AWS4-HMAC-
SHA256&X-Amz-Credential=AKIAIBJCUKKD4ZO4WUUA%2F20220320%2Fca-central-
1%2Fs3%2Faws4_request&X-Amz-Date=20220320T202710Z&X-Amz-Expires=300&X-Amz-
SignedHeaders=host&X-Amz-
Signature=2105e2a3a18ccf38975be40349842a99cdd36e381c4ba7575be79e9d66937011  
  
Please let me know if you have any further questions.  
  
Thanks, 
Lynn  
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Ministry of Energy 
 
Office of the Minister 
 
77 Grenville Street, 10th Floor 
Toronto ON  M7A 2C1 
Tel.:   416-327-6758 
 

Ministère de l’Énergie 
 
Bureau du ministre 
 
77, rue Grenville, 10e étage 
Toronto ON  M7A 2C1 
Tél. :   416-327-6758 
 

 

March 17, 2022 
 
 
  
Dear Head of Council: 
 
With an expected increase in economic development and electrification in the years 
ahead, our government is taking steps to launch a significant provincewide competitive 
process to procure new electricity resources through the Independent Electricity System 
Operator (IESO).   
 
As you likely know, our government’s Green Energy Repeal Act in 2018 restored 
municipal authority over siting renewable energy projects and made municipalities full 
partners in the future of Ontario’s electricity system.  No matter the method or type of 
energy creation, we will work with you.  Gone are the days of forcing power plants and 
wind turbines in your neighbours’ backyards. 
 
While I am keen to share with you details on the road ahead, I write to ensure you are 
aware that as a municipal council your support is not only key but critical for any energy 
development in your community, and to inform you that both the IESO and our 
government are encouraging all potential developers to engage with municipal councils 
early and often. 
 
In December 2021, the IESO released its 2021 Annual Planning Outlook, which 
forecasted an emerging electricity need starting in 2025-2026 and continuing through 
the next two decades.  In response, I reiterated the government’s commitment to 
procuring electricity resources in a competitive, transparent and cost-effective manner 
that ensures the long-term viability of the system while keeping ratepayers’ bills stable. 
  
Finally, in January 2022, I directed the IESO to proceed with designing and undertaking: 
   

• Multiple procurement mechanisms designed to re-contract a number of existing 
electricity resources as well as contract an innovative grid-scale battery storage 
project; and  

• A Long-term Request for Proposals (LT RFP) to competitively procure new 
energy resources by providing longer-term certainty to incent capital investment, 
while continuing to balance risk between ratepayers and electricity resource 
suppliers.  The LT RFP will seek resources that can be in service between 2026 
and 2028. 

…/cont’d 
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-2- 
 
As you are likely aware, a diverse combination of energy solutions can provide greater 
flexibility, transparency and reliability for Ontario consumers.  Our government 
continues to be interested in new technologies and business models that drive 
efficiencies and create new opportunities for consumers ‒ especially solutions that will 
bring down electricity system costs. 
 
As a starting point, the IESO has released a stakeholder engagement plan for the LT 
RFP.  The IESO will be reaching out to all municipalities with more information about 
this engagement, and I encourage you to participate.  While I expect the IESO to report 
back to me with a draft LT RFP in November 2022, I also expect that potential energy 
infrastructure investors will spend the year ahead preparing project proposals, which will 
mean securing a host community and seeking municipal support. 
  
As always, your input is important to us, as our local partners are a crucial part of the 
road ahead.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
Todd Smith 
Minister 
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