
 

REGULAR MEETING OF ENVIRONMENT AND ENERGY INNOVATION COMMITTEE 

Wednesday, February 3rd, 2021 – 4:30 p.m. 

Township of South-West Oxford 

Council Chambers 

 

Present: Chair Jim Pickard, Mayor David Mayberry, Works Superintendent Adam 

Prouse, George Klosler, Rob McKinley (community representative), Phil 

Gagnon (community representative) 

 

Regrets: Councillor Valerie Durston, Chief Building Official Howard Leaver 

 

  George Klosler, Dennis Guy 

 

Staff: Clerk Julie forth 

 

Call to Order 

Chair Jim Pickard called the meeting to order at 4:36 p.m. and a quorum was present. 

 

Motion to Accept the Agenda 

Resolution No. 1 Moved by: Valerie Durston 

Seconded by: Adam Prouse 

RESOLVED that the agenda for the February 3rd, 2021 meeting of 

the Energy Innovation Committee be approved. 

    

DISPOSITON:  Motion Carried 

 

Declarations of Pecuniary Interest 

There were no declarations of pecuniary interest.  

 

Minutes 

Resolution No. 2 Moved by: David Mayberry 

Seconded by: Adam Prouse 

RESOLVED that the following minutes of the December 2nd, 2020 

Environment and Energy Innovation Committee meeting be 

reviewed and approved, as amended.  

 

DISPOSITON:  Motion Carried 
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Business Arising from the Minutes 

 

Public Works Shop Furnace 

Works Superintendent Adam Prouse advised that he hasn’t heard back from Rick’s 

Heating on quotes for this yet – he has been advised that the two oil boilers can be 

replaced with natural gas boilers and the gas line can be extended to the shop for 

$1,000. He will follow up with Treasurer Diane Larder about how this project may be 

funded in 2021. It wasn’t included in the budget, but may be accommodated in the 

Dereham Shop maintenance account.  

 

Natural Gas Compression Station 

The Committee discussed the possibility of increasing the capacity of the gas line to the 

shop to accommodate a natural gas compression station for vehicles. The County is 

purchasing their natural gas for fleet through a company at the south end of Woodstock. 

It was noted that the Town of Ingersoll has held off on doing this for smaller vehicles 

because the emission reductions were not achieved as they had hoped.  

 

Potential for Electric Fleet 

Works Superintendent Adam Prouse advised that he has spoken with a few dealers 

about these opportunities. Andersons is not taking orders yet, and they have not been 

told when they will be available – they will notify Adam when they begin taking orders. 

He noted that the Township will likely pay a premium price tag if they wanted one of the 

first ones available. Andersons has applied to be a dealer for electric vehicles and have 

been awarded this. The Works Superintendent’s truck is scheduled to be replaced in 

2022 and then the current works’ truck will go to drainage.  

 

Adam also advised the Committee that he spoke with a large truck dealer (Peterbilt); 

they have a 5 tonne truck in diesel which is $98,000 and the electric version is 

$330,000. 

 

Beachville Fire Hall Solar Panels 

Chief Building Official Howard Leaver is working on finalizing the request for proposal to 

be distributed to local companies for bids. Committee members are asked to let Howard 

know if they are aware of any local suppliers so that he can invite them to bid. 

 

Discussion Items 

 

Updated Energy Consumption Reports 

Chief Administrative Officer Mary Ellen Greb provided the committee with the updated 

energy consumption reports for the Township. She advised that the Salford Community 

Centre was converted to propane in 2016/2017 – this should have been recorded under 
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propane and not furnace oil. She also advised that the Dereham Centre Hall was 

converted to propane early in 2020.  

 

Chair Jim Pickard thanked CAO Greb for the update. He noted that the updated reports 

are a good news story for the Township and reflect an approximate 20% reduction in 

greenhouse gas emissions between 2013 and 2018. He stated that he expects that this 

will continue to decrease with natural gas conversion projects completed in 2020. The 

Dereham Centre shop is the only oil furnace that the Township has left. Chair Pickard 

advised that he would be willing to write a good news story on behalf of the Committee 

to report on the Township’s reduced energy consumption.  

 

The Committee discussed the possibility of converting the propane stove at the Mt. 

Elgin Community Centre to natural gas since a gas line has been run the new generator 

(right behind the kitchen). George Klosler was encouraged to mention this at the next 

Mount Elgin Community Centre board meeting.  

 

CAO Mary Ellen Greb will review the numbers provided for the Brownsville Community 

Centre with respect to the electricity consumption. CBO Leaver noted that because the 

rooftop unit was damaged, this may have caused increase electric consumption. Works 

Superintendent Prouse stated that hydro line that ran to the old park may have also 

been included in previous years.  

 

* Rob McKinley left the meeting. 

 

Draft Letter from SWOX re: Provincial Long Term Energy Plan 

 

The Committee reviewed the draft letter prepared by Mayor Mayberry regarding the 

Province’s new long term energy plan.  

 

Discussion took place regarding the BC Energy Step Code. Chief Building Official 

Howard Leaver explained that the BC Energy Step Code is an optional compliance path 

in the BC Building Code that municipalities may use, if they wish, to incentivize or 

require a level of energy efficiency in new construction that goes above and beyond the 

requirements of the BC Building Code. Builders may voluntarily use the BC Energy Step 

Code as a new compliance path for meeting the energy-efficiency requirements of the 

BC Building Code – there is still an obligation for builders to follow the step code 

established for each year.  

 

  

https://energystepcode.ca/
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Resolution No. 4 Moved by: George Klosler 

Seconded by: Adam Prouse  

RESOLVED that the Environment and Energy Innovation 

Committee bring forward the draft letter regarding the Province’s 

new long term energy plan to Council for endorsement.  

 

DISPOSITON:  Motion Carried 

 

Correspondence 

 

Climate Discussion Nexus  

 

Received by the committee for information.  

 

Discussion Items 

 

2021 Brainstorming - Projects and Goals 

 

• It was noted that the Committee had budgeted for additional pressure testing at 

the Mt. Elgin Hall to identify where the heat loss is occurring – this will proceed 

when the emergency orders are lifted; 

• The committee would like to explore options for a purchase power agreement 

with ERTH to put solar panels on the Dereham Centre shop;  

• It was discussed that approximately $20,000 is in reserves for conversion of the 

oil furnace at the Dereham shop – there is potential savings there to be achieved 

by converting to natural gas;  

• Generators will be arriving soon at the Mount Elgin Community Centre and 

municipal office.  

 

Adjournment and Next Meeting Date 

Resolution No. 4 Moved by: George Klosler 

Seconded by: Adam Prouse  

RESOLVED that the meeting be adjourned to meet again on 

Wednesday, March 3rd, 2021 at 4:30 p.m. (virtual meeting). 

 

DISPOSITON:  Motion Carried 


