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Township of South-West Oxford  
Minutes 

SWOX Housing Opportunities Committee 
February 1st, 2022 

 
 

In Attendance: 
 
 
Regrets: 
 
Staff: 

Mayor David Mayberry, Councillor Peter Ypma (Ward 2), 
Councillor, and Craig Gillis (Ward 6), Councillor 
 
None 
 
Clerk Julie Forth, Chief Building Official Howard Leaver, 
Works Superintendent Adam Prouse, and Acting Clerk’s 
Assistant Megan Fletcher 

 

Call Meeting to Order 

The meeting was called to order at 1:01 p.m. by Mayor David Mayberry and a quorum 

was present.  

Motion to Accept Agenda 

Resolution No. 1  Moved by Craig Gillis 
Seconded by Peter Ypma 
RESOLVED that the agenda for the February 1st, 2022 meeting of 
the SWOX Housing Opportunities Committee be approved.  
  
DISPOSITON:  Motion Carried 

Minutes 

Resolution No. 2  Moved by Craig Gillis 
Seconded by Peter Ypma 
RESOLVED that the minutes of the January 4th, 2022 SWOX 
Housing Opportunities Committee meeting be approved. 
  
DISPOSITON:  Motion Carried 

 

Business Arising From the Minutes 

Request to Purchase Henrietta Street (Follow-Up) 

Mayor Mayberry advised the committee that there is interest from an abutting property 

owner to develop the lands to the east. He suggested that they meet with the Planner at 

the County for more information regarding the process. Councillor Gillis agreed to the 

scheduling of a meeting.  
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Parking Considerations in Higher Density Housing Developments – Works 

Superintendent Adam Prouse 

Works Superintendent Prouse explained that Phase 6 of the Mt. Elgin development was 
circulated by County Planning staff for comment, and he commented that each house 
should have sufficient parking for each unit to avoid issues with on-street parking. The 
developer is proposing 2 parking spots per unit for the smaller townhomes, one of which 
would be in the garage. A covenant saying the garage can only be used for parking 
already exists. He explained that the developer has used this modeling in towns 
previously, but there is no public transit in SWOX for people to access amenities so 
potential residents will require use of a car. 
 
The Committee considered alternative options for parking in the development: 

• Requesting a requirement of increased offsite parking from the developer.  

• 2 parking spots outside the residence and 1 in the garage. 

• Narrowing road to 7 metres to limit street parking. 

• Utilizing public parking next to the parkland. 

• Converting a lot on each side of the townhouse lots to create overflow parking. 
 
Works Superintendent Prouse stated he would submit the comments received in 

response to the draft plan circulation.  

Correspondence  

Items received for information:  

• Ontario Municipal Summit. 

Discussion Items 

Consideration of Future Servicing in South-West Oxford 

Mayor Mayberry stated that the Provincial Policy will likely become more stringent 
regarding the servicing of developments in the future. 
 
The Committee discussed which areas should be prioritized for servicing: 

• Mayor Mayberry suggested Sweaburg due to the wellhead protection area 
near Woodstock. 

• Councillor Ypma expressed concerns regarding focusing development on 
agricultural lands when urban centres can be grown and already have existing 
servicing. 

• CBO Leaver recommended servicing near the recently renovated Oxford Hills 
Golf Course and the expanding Salford Group in order to support these multi-
million dollar projects already located there. 

• Clerk Forth was in support of extended servicing in Mt. Elgin because of its 
continuing growth. She explained that the Committee will struggle to address 
housing affordability if density is not increased – servicing is required for 
smaller lots and higher density development. 
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• Works Superintendent Prouse stated that Brownsville already has existing 
septic issues so expanding servicing would have two benefits. 

• CBO Leaver suggested servicing in Brownsville through Delmer into 
Tillsonburg. Mayor Mayberry stated that cross-border servicing is not 
permitted.  

• It was also noted that Tillsonburg may be looking for additional lands from 
South-West Oxford in the future to continue to expand. 

 

SWOX Housing Goals for 2022 

Mayor Mayberry referred to the list of priority properties with potential development 

opportunities in the Township: 

• The Columbo Club property on West Hill Line was discussed; permitting may be 

difficult due to the property being located in a sourcewater protection wellhead 

area, CBO Leaver stated floodplain considerations have not been investigated at 

this time, and no building would be permitted there if they are serviced by septic 

systems.  

• The Lucassen property in Beachville; the Committee agreed to contact the 

property owners regarding development while considering the status of the 

severance application currently in progress. 

• The Committee agreed to contact Hall and Park Boards to seek input for 

potential opportunities for development – a meeting will be taking place in Mt. 

Elgin on February 22nd.  

• Fire Chief Serson joined the meeting to discuss water for fire suppression in 

Phase 6 of the Mt. Elgin development. The County has concerns regarding the 

accessibility of water tanks for firefighting which will be addressed at an 

upcoming meeting. 

• Mayor Mayberry and Councillor Ypma met with the Oxford school principal 

regarding the possibility of purchasing some land behind the Mt. Elgin 

Community Centre property. They have plans to build a high school on some of 

these lands but indicated that they will not need it all.  

• The Burke property in Beachville was discussed. Mayor Mayberry explained that 

Mr. Burke was intending on having a plan for use of the lands by March or April. 

Clerk Forth will reach out to the property owner and the Oxford County Planning 

office to check on the status of this property. 

• Mayor Mayberry stated he will organize a meeting to discuss land development 

on the Ptak property.  

• The Committee decided to recommend the ROEDC investigate the development 

of property in Brownsville east and south. Julie will follow up with Ronda to see if 

there was any process on the property at the south west end of Brownsville for 

industrial/commercial purposes.  
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• Mayor Mayberry explained that the Sekhon property is already severed and re-

zoned. 

• Vacant land in Delmer is not high on the list of priorities because it is one or two 

lots and is not located within the village limit of Delmer. Access to the property 

will likely be an issue. Clerk Forth stated she does not believe any action can be 

taken for this property because the lands are not within the settlement area.  

• The Committee discussed the size of septic tank needed on the property in 

Dereham Centre across from the Township office for a four-plex. Mayor 

Mayberry stated that the County is reluctant to extend the boundary of Dereham 

Centre to accommodate any development – justification for the boundary 

realignment would be required. The issues of affordability for tenants currently 

living on the property as well as installing septic system in close proximity to a 

sourcewater protection area may be challenging.  

• CBO Leaver mentioned a property south on Dereham Line past Ostrander Road 

with a house that has been vacant for a number of years. Councillor Ypma 

volunteered to contact the property owner(s) regarding the lands. 

• The Committee discussed property south of Ostrander on the east side of Plank 

Line. Clerk Forth explained it is a wellhead protected area but building would 

likely not be permitted – the lands are not within the settlement boundary. There 

would need to be an application to bring the area into the settlement area with 

justification for the addition of the lands. Mayor Mayberry expressed concerns 

over getting access from MTO. Due to these two issues, he did not believe 

development was possible at this time.  

Directives 

• Assist the Township and provide recommendation on taking a leadership role with 
respect to the consideration of various housing options within the Township and 
the County of Oxford; 

• The SWOX Housing Opportunities Committee acts as a resource, information 
gathering and advisory body to Township Council on housing needs within the 
community; 

• Monitor and obtain information on the local housing market and identify trends 
and emerging housing needs in the community and recommend action where 
appropriate; 

• Provide advice and make recommendations regarding affordable housing 
initiatives and priorities within the community; 

• Explore options for facilitating outside partnerships/involvement for new housing; 
• The committee will not be directly involved in providing social housing within the 

community (this is an upper tier responsibility). However, may consider 
facilitating discussion in this regard should the opportunity arise with available 
land or interest from developers. 
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Adjournment 

Resolution No. 4 Moved by Peter Ypma  

Seconded by Craig Gillis 

RESOLVED that the Committee adjourn at 2:58 p.m. to meet again 

following the regular council meeting on March 1st, 2022. 

 

DISPOSITON:  Motion Carried 


