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TOWNSHIP OF SOUTH-WEST OXFORD 
Minutes 

SWOX Broadband Implementation Steering Committee 
March 24, 2021 

 
 

In Attendance: 
 
 
Regrets: 
 
Staff: 
 
 
Guests: 

Mayor David Mayberry, Paul Buchner (Ward 1), Jim Pickard 
(Ward 5) 
 
None 
 
Mary Ellen Greb (CAO) 
Diane Larder (Treasurer/Deputy CAO) 
 
None 

 

Call Meeting to Order 

CAO Mary Ellen Greb called the meeting to order at 11:09 p.m.  

Motion to Accept Agenda 

 

Resolution No.  Moved by Mayor David Mayberry 

Seconded by Jim Pickard 

RESOLVED that the agenda for the March 24, 2021 meeting of the 

SWOX Housing Opportunities Committee be approved. 

    

DISPOSITON:  Motion Carried 

 

Minutes  

 

None 

 

Business Arising from the Minutes: 

 

None.  

 

Discussion: 

 

CAO Mary Ellen Greb called for nominations for the election of a Chair for the 

Committee.  Jim Pickard nominated Paul Buchner who accepted the nomination and the 

position of Chair of the SWOX Broadband Implementation Steering Committee. 
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a) Current SWOX situation review for access to high speed: 

Currently there is highspeed available in Brownsville, Mount Elgin, Sweaburg and 

Beachville. 

The SWIFT project is expected to bring fiber to all the villages within the 

Township and along major roadways. (approximately 460 homes)  

 

b) Universal Broadband, SWIFT and Provincial programs status and timelines: 

i) Universal Broadband program consisted of $1.75 billion funding 

opportunity that will bring high-speed internet to rural and remote 

communities had closed on March 15, 2021.  The funding brought an 

overwhelming submission of applications from across Canada; including 

SWIFT. 

 

Announcement was made on March 22, 2021 that the Federal and 

Quebec governments to spend $826 million to expand high-speed internet 

and bring to 150,000 households in Quebec.   

 

Trudeau promises to connect 98% of Canadians to high-speed internet by 

2026. 

 

ii) Provincial budget will be coming down later this afternoon and hope to  

bring forward an announcement for further broadband funding. 

 

iii) SWIFT announced in late 2020 available funding to expand fiber – optic 

broadband services within Oxford County.  South-West Oxford will see 

approximately 460 homes.  (approximately 750 premises on rural roads 

will remain without the ability to hook up to high-speed internet via fiber). 

An average cost per premise is between $40,000 to $50,000. 

 

c) Examining options for the provision of universal broadband access to residents 

and businesses within the Township – funding options and financial 

options/implications for SWOX. 

Options: 

1. To do nothing.  This does not seem like an option that is viable to the 

municipality and its residents.   
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2. Funding availability.  Working with SWIFT to submit applications for any 

funding opportunities that are available.  The Township continue to build its 

reserves to fund any potential funding that comes available (annual transfer to 

reserves of 3 to 4%). 

 

3. Borrowing of funds over 20 to 30 years to complete all areas within the 

Township for fiber for high speed internet.  The borrowing costs will form part 

of the annual levy and taxed out accordingly. 

 

4. Charge a special area assessment on property rolls that would see fiber 

being run down their road; giving an option for the home owner to connect to 

it.    

 

5. Hybrid solution:  special area assessment plus addition to annual tax levy 

 

Some questions to be considered: 

i. How will charges per household be set? 

ii. Will the charges be consistent across all classes of properties? 

iii. Based on frontage or rate? 

iv. Does the approved funding through SWIFT for the approximate 

460 homes be part of these charges? 

 

Benefits of installing high speed internet increases the individual’s property value. 

 

Actions: 

 

1. Provincial Budget and if there is any potential funding available for broadband 

2. Obtain information to have legal authority to assess for installation of broadband 

as a special area rate assessment 

 

Adjournment 

Resolution No. 4 Moved by Mayor David Mayberry 

Seconded by Jim Pickard 

RESOLVED that the Committee adjourn at 12:05 p.m. to meet 

again following the regular Council meeting on Wednesday, April 

21st. (11:00a.m.)  

 

DISPOSITON:  Motion Carried 


