
 

REGULAR MEETING OF ENVIRONMENT AND ENERGY INNOVATION COMMITTEE 

Wednesday, January 6th, 2021 – 4:30 p.m. 

Township of South-West Oxford 

Council Chambers 

 

Present: Chair Jim Pickard, Mayor David Mayberry, Works Superintendent Adam 

Prouse, George Klosler, Rob McKinley (community representatives Phil 

Gagnon (community representative) 

 

Regrets: Councillor Valerie Durston, Chief Building Official Howard Leaver 

   

Staff: Clerk Julie forth 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Call to Order 

Chair Jim Pickard called the meeting to order at 4:36 p.m. and a quorum was present. 

 

Motion to Accept the Agenda 

Resolution No. 1 Moved by: David Mayberry  

Seconded by: Adam Prouse 

RESOLVED that the agenda for the January 6th, 2021 meeting of 

the Energy Innovation Committee be approved, as amended. 

    

DISPOSITON:  Motion Carried 

Minutes 

Resolution No. 2 Moved by: Adam Prouse  

Seconded by: Rob McKinley 

RESOLVED that the following minutes of the December 2nd, 2020 

Environment and Energy Innovation Committee meeting be 

reviewed and approved.  

 

DISPOSITON:  Motion Carried 

 

Business Arising from the Minutes 

 

• Chief Building Official Howard Leaver will follow up on EcoBee thermostats for 

the Salford hall and Dereham Centre hall. 

• Works Superintendent Adam Prouse advised that EPCOR will run natural gas to 

the works shop for $1,000. He is getting quotes to replace the oil furnace in the 

shop.  

• ERTH is ready to receive an RFP from the Township for solar panels at the 

Beachville Fire Hall. They need to know the number of kilowatts required.  
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• Clerk Julie Forth will follow up with CAO Mary Ellen Greb on the updated 

Greenhouse Gas consumptions reports.  

 

Correspondence 

 

Email from Catherine White re: Canadian Environmental Protection Act 

 

Mayor David Mayberry advised that this article came from a discussion at the Engage 

and Inform Committee to look at products that use less packaging. The Committee 

received sample laundry strips that are not packaged in bulky containers; however, it 

was found that the laundry strips don’t dissolve and the micro plastic goes into the 

sewer and septic – it is better to have the cardboard box. Catherine White stated 

looking into this and found this article which has been shared with the Committee for 

information.  

 

Letter from the Minister of Energy, Northern Development and Mines, and the Associate 

Minister of Energy 

 

This correspondence is to advise that the Province has revoked the long-term energy 

plan legislation and is in the process of writing new legislation. The Ministry is seeking 

comments on this process. Mayor David Mayberry advised that he is prepared to write a 

letter on behalf of the Committee – comments need to be submitted by March. He will 

share the draft letter with the Committee and they can choose to support it or not. Key 

points in the letter may include: 

• Encourage local generation to create local jobs;  

• Encourage local production;  

• Encourage small producers rather than one large one; 

• Encourage energy efficiency in homes;  

• More solar and wind energy opportunities; 

• Potential investment for livestock producers and solar on barn roofs; 

• Recommendation to support natural gas investment in southwester Ontario; 

• Consider the big picture with respect to renewable energy – what happens to 

solar panels after their lifespan? What is the future impact (i.e. on mining 

resources, electric vehicle batteries)? 

• Encourage tree planting goals.  

 

Mayor Mayberry will reach out to Rob McKinley for ideas on this letter as well and will 

circulate to the committee.  
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Discussion Items 

 

2021 Brainstorming - Projects and Goals 

 

• Continue to work through Township energy audits (ie. Hall pressure testing, address Mt. 

Elgin Hall heat loss); 

• Explore purchase power agreement for Dereham Centre shop (ERTH is currently 

exploring these potential opportunities). Try to engage Hydro One as well. The initiative 

is designed as a long-term investment – the partner would pay more per kilowatt in the 

early stages of the agreement. The rate would continue for 20 years with the goal being 

to pay less in the future as rates increase.  

• Continue to explore opportunities to increase electric Township fleet. Expect to see more 

options for electric pick-up trucks in 2022 – GM and Ford are expected to have some 

options available. A new pick-up truck is forecasted for the Township in 2022. The 

drainage truck will be ready for replacement as well soon – in the past the public works 

truck goes to drainage and public works gets a new truck. The Township may consider 

two new electric trucks and remove the gas trucks. It was noted that there may be a long 

delivery time for these trucks – staff may need to investigate the options in 2021. Works 

Superintendent Adam Prouse will look into this.  

• There not a lot of information yet with respect to larger electric trucks (i.e. garbage 

trucks, etc.) 

• Consider options for natural gas vehicles as well and/or natural gas conversions;  

• Consider alternative ways to educate the public – with current COVID-19 restrictions it is 

not possible for the Committee to host a public forum; 

• Solar panels for the Beachville Fire Hall;  

• Consider natural gas for the public works shop;  

• Continue to extend the thermostat program to other Township facilities;  

• Consider options for home insultation program through the Township.  

 

Adjournment and Next Meeting Date 

Resolution No. 4 Moved by: George Klosler  

Seconded by: Adam Prouse 

RESOLVED that the meeting be adjourned to meet again on 

Wednesday, February 3rd, 2021 at 4:30 p.m. (virtual meeting) 

 

DISPOSITON:  Motion Carried 

 

 


