
Engage and Inform Committee 

Meeting Minutes 
for January 5th, 2022 

 
 

Members Present:  Mayor David Mayberry, Councillor Valerie Durston, Councillor Paul 
Buchner, Jen Thomson, and Catherine White  

 
Staff Present: Megan Fletcher and Julie Forth 
 
Regrets:  None 
 
Call Meeting to Order 
 
The meeting was called to order at 1:00 p.m. by Chair Valerie Durston and a quorum was 
present. 
 
Approval of the Agenda 
 
Resolution No. 1 Moved by David Mayberry 
   Seconded by Catherine White 
 

RESOLVED that the agenda for the January 5th, 2022 Engage & Inform 
committee meeting be approved. 

 
   DISPOSITION:  Motion Carried 
 
Approval of the Minutes 
 
Due to technical difficulties, committee members were not able to access the minutes. 
 
Business Arising from the Minutes 
Clerk Forth reported that the SWOX Trivia Night sign-up form has been posted online and 
advertised on social media. 
 

Councillor Durston announced that the Lions Club will be assisting in the Winter Walk for 
Warmth. 
 
Clerk Forth reported that she will be submitting an application for the Hydro One grant for 
the Hilltop Park Lighting Project by end of January. 
 
Information Items and Correspondence 
None. 
 
Discussion Items 
 
Trivia Night Update 
Clerk Forth asked that committee members share the Trivia Night to community Facebook 
pages to further advertise the event. 
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Coldest Night of the Year Event 
Mayor Mayberry asked that posters for this event be distributed at the Winter Walk for 
Warmth to aid in advertising. 
 
Trees for Arbour Day 
Ms. White inquired why we go out of the Township to source trees for Arbour Day when we 
have a local tree farm in our community. Mr. Buchner explained that the tree farms in our 
Township only have trees 2 to 4 feet tall, not seedlings. Ms. White was under the impression 
that Little Otter Tree Farm has potted trees of various sizes. She expressed wanting to 
support local business, when possible, and the committee agreed. Mr. Buchner volunteered 
to discuss this with the tree farm and to get more information. Clerk Forth stated that our 
current source is providing saplings at a very good price so this would have to be taken into 
consideration. 
 
Mayor Mayberry asked if the local tree farm would be open to taking unused saplings back 
after the Arbour Day event. Mr. Buchner stated he would bring back this information, and 
also asked the Conservation Authority what variety of tree would be best to plant in South-
West Oxford. 
 
Standing Items 
Review of SWOX 2030 Action Item List (minutes of August 12th, 2015 meeting) 

1. Social Responsibility 
2. Communication 
3. Active Living 
4. Safety & Security 

 
New Business 
Ms. White asked if it would be beneficial for members of other committees to join in on a 
meeting since the Engage and Inform Committee does work involving the whole community. 
Mayor Mayberry explained that councillors get copies of committee minutes at council that 
they can make community groups aware of. Ms. White suggested distributing highlights of 
committee minutes to the community. Clerk Forth agreed it could be included as a highlight 
in the SWOX Talks and Village Voice each month. 
 
Mayor Mayberry inquired about Countertop Composters. Ms. White explained there is a 
business owner in the area that has one available for the Mayor to try. 
 
Clerk Forth asked to be reminded which community centres have green cones 
installed. Mayor Mayberry replied that they are located at Foldens and Brownsville 
community halls. 
 
Ms. White inquired as to what the committee could do to help residents through the current 
phase in the pandemic. Mayor Mayberry reminded the committee that there is SWOX Trivia 
Night on January 19, 2022. Clerk Forth agreed that it is clear that the pandemic is becoming 
very tiring for everyone but emphasized the importance of asking for peoples' patience and 
kindness as we try to follow public health rules. 
 
Ms. White asked if the committee is interested in doing another acts of kindness campaign. 
She suggested printing small cards advertising acts of kindness which Clerk Forth said 
could be easily printed at the office. Councillor Durston expressed concern about 
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people being in such close proximity to each-other or handing things out. Ms. White clarified 
people would be putting a card in a mailbox or porch step rather than having face-to-face 
contact. Mayor Mayberry stated he will write a blog encouraging residents to do random 
acts of kindness during this difficult time. 
 
Adjournment 
 
The Engage and Inform Committee adjourn at 1:42 p.m. to meeting again on Wednesday, 
February 2, 2022 at 1:00 p.m. 


