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  Single-Use Plastics Ban Article for information. 
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REGULAR MEETING OF ENVIRONMENT AND ENERGY INNOVATION COMMITTEE 

Wednesday, December 1st, 2021 – 4:30 p.m. 

Township of South-West Oxford 

Council Chambers 

 

Present: Chair Jim Pickard; Mayor David Mayberry; Chief Building Official Howard 

Leaver; Phil Gagnon (community representative); Whisper Gardiner, 

Future Oxford Partnership Member, SWOX Resident (via Zoom); and 

Councillor Valerie Durston. 

 

Regrets: George Klosler (community representative); Works Superintendent Adam 

Prouse; and Fire Chief Rob Serson. 

 

Staff: Clerk Julie Forth and Acting Clerk's Assistant Megan Fletcher 

 

Call to Order 

Chair Jim Pickard called the meeting to order at 4:37 p.m. and a quorum was present.  

 

Motion to Accept the Agenda 

Resolution No. 1 Moved by: Howard Leaver  

Seconded by: Phil Gagnon   

RESOLVED that the agenda for the December 1st, 2021 meeting of 

the Energy Innovation Committee be approved. 

    

DISPOSITON:  Motion Carried 

 

Minutes 

Resolution No. 2 Moved by: Howard Leaver  

Seconded by: Valerie Durston   

RESOLVED that the minutes of the October 6th, 2021 Environment 

and Energy Innovation Committee meeting be reviewed and 

approved. 

 

DISPOSITON:  Motion Carried 

 

Business Arising from the Minutes 

 

Update re: Air Pressure Testing at Dereham Hall and Foldens Hall (Scheduled on 

November 17th) 

CBO Leaver reported that air pressure tests were performed at Dereham and Foldens 
Hall. He explained that the bottom line is there is not much that can be done in terms of 
savings outweighing costs. He went on to say that Dereham Hall is nicely boarded up 
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on the inside but air comes through cracks on the walls. He does not believe it is 
properly insulated which would mean gutting the building to repair the walls. He 
explained that Foldens Hall is in a similar situation. 
 
Mayor Mayberry stated that he thought Dereham Centre Hall was planning to re-do the 
interior of the building. Clerk Forth responded that they had been discussing replacing 
windows and painting. 
 
Chair Pickard remarked that neither of the halls are used a lot. He is of the opinion that, 
as long as indoor temperature is kept at a reasonable level both in summer and winter, 
that will be the savings. 
 
CBO Leaver suggested that the Township's policy regarding thermostat temperatures 
being set at a certain level may need review. Clerk Forth responded that the policy says 
it is due for review in January. 
 
Chair Pickard asked if there would be any point in blowing more insulation into the 
attics. CBO Leaver stated that had previously been done but he will confirm this. 
 
Chair Pickard inquired if Dereham Centre Hall is still planning on renovating their 

kitchen. Mr. Pickard stated that, if they were doing the kitchen renovation, they should 

repair the walls at the same time. Mayor Mayberry requested that George Way and 

Pete Ypma attend the next hall board meetings to inform the committees of this report. 

Clerk Forth volunteered to send the report to committee representatives as well. 

 

Discussion Items 

Mayor Mayberry inquired when the tender for the Beachville Solar Panel Array closes 

and CBO Leaver advised it closes on Friday, December 3. He asked if there has been 

any interest and CBO Leaver stated there had. 

 

Mayor Mayberry inquired about the cost of an air source heat pump in the Municipal 
Office as opposed to natural gas. CBO Leaver advised that they are usually used in 
residential homes rather than large spaces but, since the office is technically a house, it 
may be feasible. CBO Leaver volunteered to contact Black & McDonald regarding costs 
for a heat pump. 
 
Mayor Mayberry raised the issue that the Public Works department has not transitioned 
from diesel trucks to a more environmentally friendly vehicle. 
 
Mayor Mayberry asked if the Committee had considered using the Energy and 

Environment Grant for the Legion's lighting retro-fit. He asked that the Committee 

consider looking at options for assisting them. 

CBO Leaver stated that he received a quote from Northern for spray foaming the ceiling 

in Mt. Elgin Hall provided the Municipality removes the ceiling tiles. He stated that no 

one employed by the Municipality is certified to work at heights so that cannot be done. 

AGENDA ITEM #

Review and Approval of December 1, 2021 minutes Page 3 of 4



 
3 

October 6th, 2021 Environment and Energy Innovation Committee Minutes 
 

CBO Leaver is awaiting a second quote accounting for the removal of the tiles by the 

company. He volunteered to contact Fire Chief Serson to inquire if any members of the 

fire department are certified to work at heights. He also volunteered to contact rental 

companies to see what is needed to get someone trained to work at heights when using 

rented equipment to see if this would be an option for the Township. 

Mayor Mayberry advised that ERTH is coming out with a program for purchasing power 
but he did not yet have details. 
 
Mayor Mayberry asked the Committee to consider next steps for energy reduction. 
Clerk Forth stated that the committee has already taken significant steps but more ideas 
are always welcome. 
 
CBO Leaver stated that, at the mandatory meeting regarding the Beachville Solar Panel 
Array, one contractor advised that the Township would be wise to pay the $10,000 
because it will pay off in the long run. This information will be brought to Council for 
consideration. 
 
Mr. Gagnon suggested that a next step may be something simple like double-checking 
that windows are sealed and baseboards are spray-foamed. CBO Leaver stated that he 
was considering recommending those steps to Foldens and Dereham Halls as well. 
 
Chair Pickard stated that he wished more could be done with the Township's fleet. CBO 

Leaver asked if natural gas fueled trucks could be purchased rather than electric, due to 

costs. Clerk Forth advised that the Works Superintendent should be consulted as he 

has done research on this subject. Mayor Mayberry stated that he believes hydrogen 

fuel sourcing will be the way in the future but this requires further work before it 

becomes available. Clerk Forth stated that the fire department is looking into purchasing 

electrically powered extraction tools. 

 

Clerk Forth reported that, according to their capital plan, Dereham Centre Hall plans to 

replace wall batten in 2024. 

 

New Business 

None. 

 

Adjournment 

Resolution No. 3 Moved by: Valerie Durston  

Seconded by: Phil Gagnon   

RESOLVED that there being no further business, the Energy 

Conservation Committee adjourn at 5:23p.m. to meet again on 

January 5th, 2022 at 4:30 p.m. 

 

DISPOSITON:  Motion Carried 
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