
TOWNSHIP OF SOUTH-WEST OXFORD 
COUNCIL MINUTES 

 
August 4, 2009 

 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Councillors:  George Klosler, David Mayberry, 
   Gerry Mitchell, Ron Sackrider, 
   D. Anne Vanhoucke, 
   Jay Heaman (left at 10:25 a.m.) 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT: Mayor:   James Hayes  
 
STAFF PRESENT: Mary Ellen Greb, Chief Administrative Officer 
  
 
MEETING CALLED TO ORDER 
The meeting was called to order at 9:02 a.m. by Chief Administrative Officer Mary Ellen 
Greb. 
 
APPOINTMENT OF CHAIR 
Resolution No. 1 Moved by D. Anne Vanhoucke 
   Seconded by George Klosler 
 
   RESOLVED that Councillor David Mayberry 
   be appointed to Chair the Council Meeting as Acting 
   Mayor in the absence of Mayor James Hayes. 
 
   DISPOSITION: Motion Carried 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
Resolution No. 2 Moved by D. Anne Vanhoucke 
 Seconded by George Klosler 
  
  RESOLVED that the agenda for the August 4, 2009,  
  Council Meeting be accepted. 
 
  DISPOSITION:  Motion Carried. 
 
MINUTES: 
Resolution No. 3 Moved by D. Anne Vanhoucke 
  Seconded by George Klosler  
  

RESOLVED that the minutes of the July 21, 2009, Regular Meeting 
of Council be accepted. 

 
  DISPOSITION:  Motion Carried. 
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Resolution No. 4 Moved by D. Anne Vanhoucke 
  Seconded by George Klosler 
 

RESOLVED that the minutes of the July 21, 2009, Closed Meeting 
of Council be accepted. 

  
  DISPOSITION:  Motion Carried 
 
DECLARATION OF PECUNIARY INTEREST 
Councillor George Klosler declared a pecuniary interest in regard to Report No. C.A.O. 
4-2009.  (Proposed severance application of 967777 Ontario Limited) 
 
DELEGATION 
9:00 a.m. A delegation from Sweaburg was present in support of the Township 
purchasing the Sweaburg school property.  Those present included Phil Gagnon, Randy 
Silverthorne, Dan Grass, Perry Holman, Hudson Holman, Laurie Vanderhaeghe, 
Marilyn Wilken, Jim Vernooy, Bill Meek and Sharon Meek. 
 
Sweaburg Lions President Phil Gagnon presented a petition containing 200 signatures 
requesting that the Township purchase the Sweaburg school property.    
 
Sweaburg resident Randy Silverthorne noted that the school has brought the 
community together since it was constructed in 1955.  It has served as the local ice rink, 
basketball court as well as the place where local children honed their baseball skills 
over the years.  Local Easter egg hunts were held annually. 
 
Local fundraising efforts provided the school with updated playground equipment as 
well as general maintenance when local volunteers fundraised and completed the 
exterior painting of the school.  
 
Now that the decision has been made by the school board to close the school there is 
an opportunity for local residents to continue to utilize the property on the north side of 
Sweaburg Road.   
 
Phil Gagnon noted that the community is well served with building infrastructure through 
the community halls in Foldens, Mount Elgin, Oxford Centre and the local United 
Church.  There is no interest in the community to keep the old school structure however 
if it was cleared away the parcel would offer much needed green space where local 
recreational activities could take place.   
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Resolution No. 5 Moved by G. Mitchell 
   Seconded by Ron Sackrider 
 

RESOLVED that a Committee be appointed and it shall be called 
“The Sweaburg School Property Committee” and the following 
persons shall be appointed to the Committee: 
 
Mayor: Jim Hayes 
Councillors: Jay Heaman, George Klosler 
Community Representatives: Phil Gagnon, Randy Silverthorne and 
George Friesen. 
 
DISPOSITION: Motion Carried 
 

STAFF REPORTS 
Work’s Department 
Works Superintendent Bill Freeman gave report W.D. 15-2009: 
Asphalt Tender for Foldens Line and Dereham Line 
Works Superintendent Freeman recommended accepting the bid of $307,246.75 from 
Permanent Paving Limited. 
 
Capital Paving 
A meeting will be set with Capital Paving to discuss the deficient work on Union Road 
and Cranberry Line. 
 
Other Matters 

• Ebenezer Road will be done in the next couple of weeks. 
• Dick Dykxhoorn sent a letter expressing his disappointment with not being 

notified that N.R.G. was installing a gas line in front of his home. He also 
complained that the ditch between his and the adjoining property has not been 
cleaned out.  Work’s Superintendent Freeman reviewed the agreement that the 
Township has with N.R.G. for gas line installation along the road allowance. 
C.A.O. Greb noted she would respond to the concerns in Dick Dykxhoorn’ s 
letter. 

• Works Department activities were listed 
 
Resolution No. 6 Moved by George Klosler 
   Seconded by D. Anne Vanhoucke 
 
   RESOLVED that the Works Superintendent’s Report No.  
   W.D. 15-2009 be accepted. 
 
   DISPOSITION: Motion Carried 
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BUILDING DEPARTMENT 
Chief Building Official Dwayne Daniel reviewed B.D. Report No. 15-2009: 
 
Foldens Hall 
The emergency lighting and panic hardware has been installed at Foldens Hall.  The 
Township had quotes to complete the work last year however the hall board wanted to 
have the work completed without the Township’s involvement.  Nothing has been 
completed and the work needs to be completed soon.  Council Board representative 
Mayberry noted he would contact the Chairperson of the Board and get back to the 
C.B.O. about the matter. 
 
Inspections 
July 16 to July 29, 2009 inspections were listed. 
 
Dereham Centre Hall 
The percolation results have been received for the soil samples taken at the Dereham 
Centre Community Hall.  The tea time is 35 minutes and this information has been 
forwarded to a contractor for a cost estimate on a new system. Once this information is 
finalized the grant application to replace the old system will be submitted.  
 
Pool Fencing 
Building and By-Law services are working together to ensure that pool fencing matters 
are followed up. 
 
Resolution No.7 Moved by George Klosler 
   Seconded by D. Anne Vanhoucke 
  
  RESOLVED that the Chief Building Official’s Report No.  
  B.D. 15-2009 be accepted. 
 
  DISPOSITION: Motion Carried 
 
Drainage Department 
Drainage Superintendent Wray Ramsay gave Report No. DD-18-2009: 
The report highlighted the general activity of the department including: 
 
Doesn’t know design standards…no records for that.  Suggest that owners are in area 
that are affected by it sign petition to have it incorporated into a municipal drain.  We 
would provide outlets for them on their private property.  Stub can be provided.  This is 
something I am talking to MEG about and speaking to the County.  Hold off for the 
moment until Wray does his report and go from there, as to how it is going to be 
handled. 
 
Verschoyle Drainage Problem  
Several phone calls have been received regarding an illegal hookup by a private 
residence into the County Drainage System at the roadway which lets out into the 
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Swartout Drain on the east side of Verschoyle. The County will unhook the illegal 
connection however the property owners require the ability to drain their property. He 
noted that it may be possible to incorporate the existing County Drain into the municipal 
drain.  In order for this to happen the Township would first need to examine the design 
standard of the County Drain. If the connection was possible there would be no 
compensation to the County and it wouldn’t be charged any of the engineering fees.  
 
He will approach the landowners with this information and ask if they are interested in 
signing a drainage petition for the work. 
 
John Markus request for drainage information (former Cuthbert property) 
In order to reduce the cost to the downstream property owner consideration is being 
given to having the landowners upstream of both roads sign a petition for an outlet 
across the road. The tile across the Markus property could be a Municipal Drain taken 
across Jordan Line and outlet into a private tile. 
 
Resolution No. 8 Moved by George Klosler 
   Seconded by D. Anne Vanhoucke 
 
   RESOLVED that the Drainage Superintendent’s Report No.  
   D.D. 18-2009 be accepted. 
  
   DISPOSITION: Motion Carried 
 
Drainage Superintendent Wray Ramsay gave Report No. DD-19-2009: 
The report requested that a committee be set up to deal with potential exemptions from 
the Township’s Topsoil Removal By-Law #25-2005 as follows: 

1. Removal of topsoil from Subdivisions and this removal from that property. 
2. Removal of topsoil from areas required for ponds. 
3. Stripping of topsoil for construction and removal from the property. 

 
Councillor Jay Heaman vacated the Council Chamber at 10:25 a.m. 
 
Resolution No. 9 Moved by George Klosler 
   Seconded by D. Anne Vanhoucke 
 
   RESOLVED that the Drainage Superintendent’s Report No.  
   D.D. 19-2009 be accepted. 
 
   DISPOSITION: Motion Carried 
 
Administration Department 
Councillor George Klosler vacated the Council Chamber at 10:40 a.m. 
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C.A.O. Report 4-2009 
C.A.O. Mary Ellen Greb gave Report 4-2009 entitled “Proposed Severance Application 
967777 Ontario Limited.  The report recommended that Council accept a 0.3m (1ft.) x 
0.3m (1ft) parcel of land from the lot to be enlarged on the north side of Ebenezer Road, 
as part of the proposed severance application.  
 
Resolution No. 10 Moved by G. Mitchell 
   Seconded by D. Anne Vanhoucke 
 
   RESOLVED that Chief Administrative Officer’s Report  
   No. C.A.O. 4-2009 be accepted. 
 
   DISPOSITION: Motion Carried 
 
Councillor George Klosler returned to the Council Chamber at 10:45 a.m. 
 
C.A.O. Report No. 5-2009 
C.A.O. Mary Ellen Greb gave Report 5-2009 entitled “Brownsville Playground 
Equipment“.  The report recommended that staff and several members of the 
Brownsville Parks Board review the bids and select the company to complete the work. 
  
Councillor Anne Vanhoucke provided C.A.O. Greb with a listing of businesses that carry 
wood chips and stone dust to ensure that a competitive bid is received.  
 
Resolution No.11 Moved by G. Mitchell 
   Seconded by George Klosler 
 
   RESOLVED that the Chief Administrative Officer’s Report No. 
   C.A.O. 5-2009 be accepted. 
 
   DISPOSITION: Motion Carried  
 
DELEGATION 
Brownsville resident Dave Piche voiced safety concerns as follows: 
 
Care and Control of Dogs 
He requested that council consider changing the existing dog control by-law to include a 
requirement that dogs be leashed in built up areas. He expressed concern over dogs 
not being under direct control of the owner while being exercised in the Villages and 
Hamlets as well as in Township parks. Voice control is not always adequate for dogs 
especially when there is food present. 
 
Dangerous Dogs 
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He noted that the Township does not have anything on its website concerning 
dangerous dogs and that it should look into it. The information should include a muzzle 
requirement. 
Pool Fencing 
He requested that council consider changing the existing pool fencing by-law to 
increase the height to more than four feet.  He would also like to see the type of 
materials addressed to ensure that the fence is secure and cannot be blown down by 
the wind. 
  
He noted that he would like to see the Township send out a flyer with both pool and dog 
information included so that all residents were aware of the requirements. 
Flyer with dog by-law on back and pool information on the other. 
 
PLANNING & ZONING 
#651 Ontario Municipal Board – Appointment for Hearing (Baldwin Appeal) 
The O.M.B. Hearing is scheduled for Monday, September 21, 2009 at 11:00 a.m. in the 
Township of South-West Oxford Council Chambers.  The Hearing is scheduled to last 
for two days. 
 
#672 Public Notice for Zone Change – ZON 4-08-10; 1040669 Ontario Inc. 
The notice states that the meeting will take place on Tuesday, August 18, 2009.  This 
date has been changed to September 1, 2009. 
 
AGENDA ITEMS CORRESPONDENCE 
#650 Community Schools Alliance 
Resolution No. 12 Moved by G. Mitchell 
   Seconded by Ron Sackrider 
 

WHEREAS communities across Ontario are concerned with the 
Accommodation Review Committee process and the impact this flawed 
process has on the socio-economic fabric of our municipalities; 

 
AND WHEREAS many schools are the hubs of their communities, a better 
accommodation review system is needed to address the educational 
facility needs of our residents; 

 
AND WHEREAS a system to address the educational facility needs in 
Ontario must ensure that school boards and municipal councils partner on 
decisions regarding education infrastructure; 

 
AND WHEREAS greater accountability for school board decisions is 
needed; 

 
AND WHEREAS a thorough review of the governance model for school 
accommodation decisions must include an opportunity to appeal these 
decisions; 
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AND WHEREAS the accommodation review process should respect and 
value the input of students, parents, the community and municipality; 

 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the province of Ontario be petitioned 
to implement a “smart moratorium” on disputed school closings to provide 
the opportunity for the Ministry of Education, school boards and 
municipalities to work together to develop policies addressing such issues 
as planning for declining enrolments, a mutually agreed upon 
Accommodation Review Committee process, a review of funding to rural 
and small community schools, and transparency and accountability 
between municipalities and school boards. 

 
 DISPOSITION: Motion Carried 
 
#656 Haldimand County Disaster Relief Committee – Donation Request – 2009 Grand 
River Flood 
Resolution No. 13 Moved by Ron Sackrider 
   Seconded by G. Mitchell 
 

RESOLVED that the donation request from the Haldimand County 
Disaster Relief Committee with regard to the Grant River Flood 
2009 be supported. 
 
DISPOSITION: Motion Carried 

 
#664 Township of Huron-Kinloss requesting Giant Hogweed be defined a noxious weed 
Resolution No. 14 Moved by Ron Sackrider 
   Seconded by G. Mitchell 
 
   RESOLVED that the resolution of the Township of Huron-Kinloss 

requesting the Province of Ontario to designate the weed known as 
Giant Hogweed as a noxious weed be supported. 
 
DISPOSITION: Motion Carried 

 
#668 Greater Sudbury urging support for proposed workplace fatalities family bill of 
rights 
Resolution No.15 Moved by Ron Sackrider 
   Seconded by G. Mitchell 
 

RESOLVED that the resolution of the City of Greater Sudbury with 
regard to a Proposed Workplace Fatalities Family Bill of Rights be 
supported. 
 
DISPOSITION: Motion Carried 
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#669 Greater Sudbury urging employment insurance reform 
Resolution No. 16 Moved by G. Mitchell 
   Seconded by Ron Sackrider 
 

RESOLVED that the June 10, 2009, resolution of the City of 
Greater Sudbury calling on the Government of Canada to 
Introduce certain changes to the Employment Insurance System be 
supported. 
 
DISPOSITION: Motion Carried 

 
#676 Township of Woolwich requesting support for review of Development Charges Act 
Resolution No. 17 Moved by G. Mitchell 
   Seconded by Ron Sackrider 
 

RESOLVED that the resolution of the Township of Woolwich 
requesting the Ministry of Municipal Affairs to make changes to the 
Development Charges Act 1997 to eliminate the requirement  for 
Municipalities to deduct grant funding from the collectable portion of 
development charges be supported. 
 
DISPOSITION: Motion Carried 

 
#677 and #683 Infrastructure Stimulus Fund Announcement 
Resolution No. 18 Moved by D. Anne Vanhoucke 
   Seconded by George Klosler 
 
   RESOLVED that the Township of South-West Oxford make 

application for the Infrastructure Stimulus Fund (ISF) for the 
proposed Brownsville Community Complex. 

   DISPOSITION: Motion Carried 
 

#678 Futures Workshop Game Registration  
The half day workshop will take place on Thursday, September 10, 2009 from 1:00 to 
4:00 p.m. at the OMAFRA Conference Centre in Guelph.  Council directed that up to 
four people could attend the workshop.  
 
ACCOUNTS PAYABLE 
Resolution No. 19 Moved by G. Mitchell 
   Seconded by George Klosler 
 
 RESOLVED that the following Accounts be approved 
 for payment: 
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 Accounts payable council report           $280,867.55 
 GST recoverable                  $11,801.05 
 Bi-Weekly #16               $28,467.29 
 Pre-Authorized Payments (PAP)    $12,233.14 
  TOTAL                       $332,369.03 
 
 DISPOSITION: Motion Carried 
 
INFORMATION CORRESPONDENCE 
Resolution No. 20 Moved by George Klosler 
   Seconded by G. Mitchell 
 
 RESOLVED that the following information correspondence 
 be noted and filed: 
 #645, #648, #649, #653, #654, #655, #657, #660,  
 #661, #662, #665, #666, #671, #673, #679, #680, 
 #681, #682, #684. 
 
 DISPOSITION: Motion Carried 
 
CLOSED MEETING 
Resolution No. 21 Moved by G. Mitchell  
   Seconded by George Klosler 
 
 RESOLVED THAT Council hold a closed meeting in order to address a 
 matter pertaining to: 

• Personal matters about an identifiable individual, including 
municipal or local board employees. 

  
 DISPOSITION: Motion Carried 
 
Council went into Committee of the Whole “in camera” at 11:35 a.m. and reconvened “in 
public” at 11:53 p.m. 

 
STAFF REPORTS (continued) 
Administration 
Resolution No. 22 Moved by G. Mitchell 
   Seconded by Ron Sackrider 
 

RESOLVED that the job description for the Chief Administrative 
Officer be amended as follows: 

 
   That the following be added: 

1) Fulfill the duties of the Clerk and Treasurer in accordance with 
the Municipal Act and such other legislation as may be relevant. 
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   That the following be deleted: 

1) To act in the absence of the Treasurer. 
 
   DISPOSITION:  Motion Carried 
 
BY-LAWS AND AGREEMENTS 
By-Law #10-2009 To regulate the sale, display and discharge of fireworks 
Resolution No. 23 Moved by George Klosler 
   Seconded by Anne Vanhoucke 

 
   RESOLVED that discussion of proposed By-Law #10-2009 
   Be deferred to the September 1, 2009 Regular Council  
   Meeting. 
 
   DISPOSITION: Motion Carried 

 
By-law #35-2009 - to appoint a Chief Administrative Officer 
First and Second Reading 
Resolution No. 24 Moved by G. Mitchell 
   Seconded by Ron Sackrider 
 

RESOLVED that the mover be granted leave to introduce a by-law 
to repeal By-Law No. 3-93 and By-Law No. 36-97 and to appoint a 
Chief Administrative Officer, Clerk and Treasurer for the Township 
of South-West Oxford and this shall constitute the First and Second 
Reading thereof. (By-Law No. 35-2009) 

 
   DISPOSITION: Motion Carried 
 
Third and Final Reading 
Resolution No. 25 Moved by G. Mitchell 
   Seconded by Ron Sackrider 
 

RESOLVED that the By-Law No. 3-93 and By-Law No. 36-97 and 
to appoint a Chief Administrative Officer, Clerk and Treasurer for 
the Township of South-West Oxford be now Read a Third time and 
Finally Passed, signed, sealed and numbered 35-2009. 
 
DISPOSITION: Motion Carried 

 
By-law #36-2009 - To appoint a Deputy Clerk 
First and Second Reading 
Resolution No. 26 Moved by G. Mitchell 
   Seconded by Ron Sackrider 
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RESOLVED that the mover be granted leave to introduce a by-law 
to appoint a Deputy Clerk for the Township of South-West Oxford 
and this shall constitute the First and Second Reading thereof. (By-
Law No. 36-2009) 

 
   DISPOSITION: Motion Carried 
 
Third and Final Reading 
Resolution No. 27 Moved by Ron Sackrider 
   Seconded by G. Mitchell 
 

RESOLVED that the By-Law to appoint a Deputy Clerk for the 
Township of South-West Oxford be now Read a Third time and 
Finally Passed, signed, sealed and numbered 36-2009. 
 

   DISPOSITION:   Motion Carried 
 
By-law #37-2009 - To appoint a Deputy Treasurer 
First and Second Reading 
Resolution No. 28 Moved by George Klosler 
   Seconded by G. Mitchell 
 

RESOLVED that the mover be granted leave to introduce a by-law 
to appoint a Deputy Treasurer for the Township of South-West 
Oxford and this shall constitute the First and Second Reading 
thereof. (By-Law No. 37-2009) 

 
   DISPOSITION: Motion Carried 
 
Third and Final Reading 
Resolution No. 29 Moved by George Klosler 
   Seconded by G. Mitchell 
 

RESOLVED that the By-Law to appoint a Deputy Treasurer for the 
Township of South-West Oxford be now Read a Third time and 
Finally Passed, signed, sealed and numbered 37-2009. 
 

   DISPOSITION:   Motion Carried 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Councillor Gerald Mitchell noted the following: 
1) Oxford County has not yet removed the tree at the Beachville Road Park.  Another 

limb was recently brought down by wind.  He requested that the County remove the 
tree as quickly as possible. 
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2) Oxford County has placed a very low sign along the sidewalk in front of 584557 
Beachville Road.  He requested that the County be contacted about adjusting the 
sign. 

 
Regular Council Meeting Schedule  
Councillor Gerald Mitchell noted he had concerns over the cancellation of regular 
council meetings as it usually resulted in a heavy agenda at the following meeting.  He 
also expressed concern over the delay it may cause in moving planning applications 
and other business forward.   
 
C.A.O. Greb noted she would check council policy on the matter and noted that some 
municipalities set the regular council meeting dates early in the year planning around 
conferences such as A.M.O 
 
Brownsville Park Improvements 
Councillor Anne Vanhoucke noted that the parking lot at the Brownsville Park needs 
maintenance.  The parking area is covered with weeds and needs a couple of loads of 
gravel.  . 
 
Councillor Vanhoucke also submitted names of companies that may be able to provide 
mulch for under the playground equipment at a lower price than the quotes that the 
Township has received. 
 
Mount Elgin Property Maintenance 
Councillor George Klosler noted that the Mount Elgin subdivision needs some grading 
to look more attractive to buyers. 
 
He also noted that the Cargill property is overgrown in weeds that need to be cut. 
  
Rescue Van for Mount Elgin Fire Hall 
The new rescue van will be delivered on Tuesday, August 11, 2009 and payment is 
required as per the tender agreement. 

 
Resolution No. 30 Moved by Ron Sackrider 

   Seconded by G. Mitchell 
 
   RESOLVED that Metalfab invoice #13669 in the amount of 
   $127,093.05 be paid.  
 
   DISPOSITION: Motion Carried  

 
ADJOURNMENT 
Resolution No. 31 Moved by G. Mitchell 
   Seconded by George Klosler 
 
  Moved by David Mayberry 
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  Seconded by George Klosler  
 
  RESOLVED that there being no further business Council adjourn 

at 12:24 p.m. to meet again on September 1, 2009, commencing at 
9:00 a.m. 

  
  DISPOSITION:  Motion Carried 
 
 
These minutes were adopted by Council on the 1st day of September, 2009. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

_____________________________ 
ACTING MAYOR:  David Mayberry 

 
 
 

_____________________________ 
CLERK:  Mary Ellen Greb 


