
TOWNSHIP OF SOUTH-WEST OXFORD 
COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

December 7th, 2004 
 

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Mayor James Hayes 
 

Councillors:  D. Anne Vanhoucke, Ron Sackrider, 
   George Klosler, Gerald Mitchell, Jay Heaman, 
   David Mayberry 
 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT: None 
 
STAFF PRESENT:  Mary Ellen Greb, Deputy Clerk-Treasurer 
 
MEETING CALLED TO ORDER 
The meeting was called to order at 9:00 a.m. by Mayor James Hayes 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
Resolution No. l  Moved by D. Anne Vanhoucke 
  Seconded by Ron Sackrider 
 

RESOLVED that the agenda for the December 7, 2004, 
meeting of Council be approved. 

 
  DISPOSITION:  Motion Carried. 
MINUTES: 
Council Minutes 
Resolution No. 2  Moved by D. Anne Vanhoucke 
  Seconded by Ron Sackrider 
 
  RESOLVED that the minutes of the November 16th, 2004,  
  meeting of Council be accepted. 
 
  DISPOSITION:  Motion Carried 
 
Joint Health and Safety Committee Minutes 
Council reviewed the Minutes of November 26, 2004 as well as Workplace Inspection Report 
dated October 22, 2004. 
 
Resolution No. 3 Moved by Ron Sackrider 
  Seconded by D. Anne Vanhoucke 
 

RESOLVED that the November 26, 2004 Health and Safety Minutes be 
received by Council. 

 
  DISPOSITION: Motion Carried 
 
 
Councillor Jay Heaman noted that it was important for staff and council to be informed regarding 
Bill C-45 each could be held personally liable by the Ministry of Labour should a work place 
injury occur.    
 
DECLARATION OF PECUNIARY INTEREST 
No declarations were made. 
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STAFF REPORTS 
Works Department Report No. 28-2004 
Work’s Superintendent Bill Freeman gave his report numbered No. W.D. 28-2004 

1. New Tri-Axle Truck with plow/wing/box (Viking)  
 He recommended the acceptance of the low tender from Carrier Truck Centre for 

$227,902.45 as well as the additional purchase of a Bi-Directional cross conveyor 
system for $965.00. 

 
2. Works Department Activities 

• Grading roads 
• Tree removal 
• Ditching on Dereham Line and Clarke Road 
• Some winter maintenance – sanding of roads. 

 
3. Other matters 

• Councillor Sackrider noted that there is brush on the railroad right-of-way on Daniel 
Road that needs to be cleaned up.  Bill will check into it. 

 
4. Accounts 
 Council reviewed the information. 
 
5. Presentation of Citation of Merit 
 Mayor Hayes presented Work’s Superintendent Freeman with a Citation of Merit 

from Recycling Council of Ontario for an outstanding contribution to the people and 
environment of Ontario through reduction, reuse, recycling and composting. 

 
Resolution No. 4  Moved by George Klosler 
  Seconded by Ron Sackrider 
 
  RESOLVED that the Works Superintendent’s Report No.  
  W.D. 28-2004 be accepted. 
   
  DISPOSITION:  Motion Carried. 
 
Building Department Report No. 30-2004 
Chief Building Official Geno Vanhaelewyn gave his report numbered B.D. 30-2004. 

1. Interest and inquiries in building projects has leveled off over the past two weeks. Project 
inspections, however, have continued to remain active. 

 
2. Three works orders were issued in December and all have complied and obtained permits 

as required. 
 
3. Driveway paving deficiencies at Raglan Street Subdivision have been completed with the 

exception of Lot #1.  The individual has now completed the work himself.  Spriet & 
Associates have been contacted to complete a final review of the subdivision for final 
approval. 

 
4. The main floor office renovation is scheduled to start December 16th, 2004 and is 

expected to be complete by January 21, 2005. 
 
5. Arrangements were made with Mike Hughes from Zorra Township to cover building 

inspections while C.B.O. Vanhaelewyn was on vacation. 
 
6. In the following weeks the Building Department will be concentrating on the 

coordination of the main floor office renovations. 
 
7. A list of the inspections completed was reviewed by Council. 
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Resolution No. 5 Moved by George Klosler 
  Seconded by Ron Sackrider 
 
  RESOLVED that the C.B.0.’s Report No. B.D. 30-2004 be accepted. 
 
  DISPOSITION:  Motion Carried. 
 
By-Law Enforcement Report No. 11-2004 
By-Law Enforcement Officer Ian MacInnes gave his report numbered B.E. 11-2004. 

1. Mill Line – Probation Order 
J. Bruce will have his ‘first appearance’ on the latest charges against him, in Provincial 
Offence Court, in Woodstock on Thursday, December 9th, 2004.  The Appeal Hearing 
will be on Friday, December 10, 2004.  Township Solicitor Laura Tripp will provide the 
Township with a report on the outcome of this hearing as soon as possible. 
 

2. Pit Bulls – Delmer  
A dog owner in Delmer indicated that she has three pit bulls.  She would like more dogs 
but is abiding by Township three dog limit.  She is now looking for another place to live 
where she can raise Pit Bills or take them in legally. 
 

3. Dog Complaints – General 
Dog complaints are now consistent over the course of the year.   
 

4. By-laws  
The Clerk and By-Law Enforcement Officer will be looking at updating various 
Township By-Laws to comply with the New Municipal Act.   

 
5. Large Truck - Sweaburg 

A legal opinion from Township Solicitor Laura Tripp on the large truck in a Residential 
Zone in Sweaburg has now been received. The size restriction is currently 4000 lbs. and 
the truck in question is under weight at 3,600 lbs. It has an up to date license. The truck 
currently complies with the zoning by-law.  

 
Resolution No. 6  Moved by D. Anne Vanhoucke 
  Seconded by George Klosler 
 
  RESOLVED that the By-Law Enforcement Officer’s  
  Report No.11-2004 be accepted. 
 
  DISPOSITION:  Motion Carried. 
 
Clerk-Treasurer Administrator’s Report No. 20-2004 
Policy for Hiring Employees 

• Section 270 (1) of the Municipal Act, 2001, requires that municipalities adopt policies 
with respect to the hiring of employees, including policies with respect to hiring 
relatives. 

• Council discussed the proposed policy which stated that the hiring of a close relative of 
a member of Council, or a local Board of the Township, or a close relative of an 
existing employee is not permitted.   

• The policy also stated that the policies and procedures stated may be varied or added to 
in particular cases or situations at the direction of or with the approval of Council. 

• Council indicated that it may not wish to exclude close relatives of local boards in the 
policy. 

• The matter will be placed on the December 21, 2004 agenda for further discussion. 
 

Resolution No. 7 Moved by George Klosler 
  Seconded by Ron Sackrider 
 
  RESOLVED that the Clerk-Treasurer & Administrator’s  
  Report C.T.A. No. 20-2004 be received. 
 
  DISPOSITION: Motion Carried 
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Deputy Clerk-Treasurer’s Report No. 9-2004  
Beachville Crossing Guard 
The report recommended that the pay rate for the Beachville Crossing Guard located on Zorra 
Line in front of Beachville Public School be $11.78 per hour plus applicable vacation pay. 
 
Resolution No. 8 Moved by D. Anne Vanhoucke 
  Seconded by George Klosler 
 
  RESOLVED that the Deputy Clerk-Treasurer’s Report 
  D.C.T. No. 9-2004 be accepted. 
 
  DISPOSITION: Motion Carried 
 
APPOINTMENTS: 
10:00 a.m.     Bryce Sibbick, Regional Manager for Frank Cowan Insurance – 2005 Renewal of 
Township Insurance 

• B. Sibbick reviewed the Township policy with Council.   
• He noted that the 2005 premium was 10% higher than the 2004 premium 

Resolution No. 9 Moved by George Klosler 
  Seconded by Ron Sackrider 
 
  RESOLVED that the program of insurance from 2005 Frank 
  Cowan Company Ltd. be accepted. 
 
  DISPOSITON: Motion Carried 
 
Deputy Clerk-Treasurer’s Report No. 14-2004 
2004 Fiscal Statement 
The fiscal statement was reviewed by Council. The recommendations of the report were as 
follows: 

• Transfer $53,000.00 to Buildings Reserve – Beachville for Beachville Library 
• Transfer $19,000.00 to Recreation reserve (Salford Hall Roof) 
 

Resolution No. 10 Moved by D. Anne Vanhoucke 
  Seconded by George Klosler 
 
  RESOLVED that the Deputy Clerk-Treasurer’s Report 
  D.C.T. No. 14-2004 be accepted. 
 
  DISPOSITION: Motion Carried 
 
Deputy Clerk-Treasurer’s Report No. 15-2004 
Canada-Ontario Municipal Rural Infrastructure Fund (COMRIF) 
The report recommended that staff evaluate which roadway would be best suited for this 
program. 
Council noted that Dodge Line as well as Queen Street (Beachville) should be considered for the 
program. 
 
Resolution No. 11 Moved by D. Anne Vanhoucke 
  Seconded by George Klosler 
 
  RESOLVED that the Deputy Clerk-Treasurer’s Report 
  D.C.T. No. 15-2004 be accepted. 
 
  DISPOSITON: Motion Carried 
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DISCUSSION ITEMS: 
Township Local Boards – Workers Safety Insurance Board (WSIB) Premiums and Health and 
Safety Policies 

• Currently each local board hires individuals for grass cutting, caretaking duties, grave 
digging etc. 

• WSIB has made it very clear that the municipality is responsible to ensure that any 
person(s) paid for doing work at any of these facilities must have either a Clearance 
Certificate or an Independent Operators Certificate.  Individuals that don’t have either of 
these must have premiums remitted on their behalf by the Township. 

• In addition the Township must ensure that any person(s) carrying out work at any facility 
owned by the Township is trained in workplace health and safety. 

• Staff will check into health and safety implications for those doing volunteer work in 
municipal facilities. 

• The matter should be placed on the December 21, 2004 agenda for further discussion. 
 
Possible dirt track on property north of Foldens (west side of Foldens Line) 

• Council requested information on how to deal with noise from ATV and motor bikes on 
tracks on private property. 

• Staff will report back to Council on the matter 
• Councillor Mayberry noted that motorized vehicles are entering the Township’s 45 acre 

parcel on Foldens Line.  Operators are going around the south side post of the gate. The 
property should be signed to stop motor vehicles from entering the property.  

 
STAFF REPORTS (continued) 
Drainage Department 
Drainage Superintendent Wray Ramsay gave his report numbered D.D. 12-2004. 
1. Hillhorst’s Property – Fencing Ditch 

• Ramsay met with representatives from Cattlemen’s Association, Conservation Authority 
as well as the mayor and fence contractor. 

• Fence is going to be installed along both banks of the channel 
• The fence posts were installed in the east field by December 2, 2004  
• Agency is continuing to work with landowner to ensure completion of the project. 

 
2. Salford Machinery Drainage 

• Explained how they can provide drainage for their property into the new drain 
• Ministry of Transportation is reviewing the revised plans for the Storm Water 

Management Pond 
• Representative of Salford Machinery gave incorrect location of weeping bed to engineer 

of project and will therefore pick up the full cost to revise the plan. 
 
3. Draft By-Law for Muck Removal 

• Council was asked to review the draft by-law 
• Glen Harrington was contacted for input into the draft report requirements 
• Councillor Vanhoucke noted she had a concern with the term ‘Landscape Architect’ in 

the by-law as it could be broadly interpreted. 
• It was also noted that well water and site rehabilitation were the major concerns of those 

who were present at a previous meeting of Council. 
• All of Council would like the public to have input into the draft by-law before it is 

officially adopted. 
 
4. Site Alternation By-law 

• Spent some time developing a new Site Alteration By-law for the Township of South-
West Oxford  

 
5. Spill Kits 

• Continued work on the emergency program involving the spills on Highway #401. 
 
6. Clear Creek Drain (open portion) 

• Received telephone calls from landowners on the Clear Creek Drain – open portion 
concerning erosion problems, leveling of the excavated material, laneway culvert erosion 
which were answered. 
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7. New Union Gas Line – Mount Elgin  
• Received telephone calls from landowners along Mount Elgin Road concerning the 

installation of the new Union Gas line. 
• He stopped the installation of the line until the contractor and Union Gas provided a plan 

for the Township to markup showing all the Municipal Drains. 
• The contractor agreed to speak with landowners to find out where the private tiles were 

located. 
 

8. Capital Projects 
• Status of various capital projects was included with the report 
• Municipalities are still waiting for a definition of ‘transitional funding’ from OMAF. 

 
Resolution No. 12 Moved by Ron Sackrider 
  Seconded by George Klosler 
 
  RESOLVED that the Drainage Superintendent’s  
  Report No. D.D. 12-2004 be received. 
 
  DISPOSITION:  Motion Carried. 
 
PLANNING & ZONING 
#959 D.R. Barker & Associates – Status Report – Spring Lake RV Park 

The Township of South-West Oxford Solicitor will look at the draft agreement once it 
is submitted. 

#969 County of Oxford Consent Application File No. B-90/04 – LaFarge Canada Inc. 
  The application was deferred on November 4, 2004 
#970 County of Oxford Consent Application File No. B-54/02 - Donald & Mary Heald 
  The application was granted on November 4, 2004 with conditions 
#971 County of Oxford Consent Application File No. B-13/03 - Anthony Oosterman 
  The application was granted on November 4, 2004 with conditions 
#972 County of Oxford Consent File Application No. B-11/03 - Anthony Oosterman 
  The application was granted on November 4, 2004 with conditions 
#973 County of Oxford Consent File Application No. B-11/03 - Anthony Oosterman 
  The application was granted on November 4, 2004 with conditions 
#989 County of Oxford Consent File Application No. B-85/04 Gerrit J. & Catharina 
 Van De Pol- copy of Planning Report.  Mayor Hayes informed council that the 
  Application for consent had been granted by the Land Division Committee. 
 
AGENDA ITEMS & CORRESPONDENCE 
#952 Corp. of Township of Adjala-Tosorontio  
 
Resolution No. 13 Moved by George Klosler 
  Seconded by David Mayberry 
 

RESOLVED that the resolution of the Township of Adjala-
Tosorontio, requesting the Government of Ontario to 
support dairy farmers and the rural community in general 
and re-instate Dairy Herd Improvement funding, be 
supported. 

 
  DISPOSITION: Motion Carried 
 
#953 Township of Augusta – request support of resolution. 
 
Resolution No. 14 Moved by George Klosler 
  Seconded by Gerald Mitchell 
 

RESOLVED that the November 8th, 2004 resolution of the 
Township of Augusta with regard to Community 
Reinvestment Fund allocation be noted and filed. 

 
  DISPOSITION: Motion Carried 
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#954 Township of Augusta – gas tax fund allocation resolution 
 
Resolution No. 15 Moved by David Mayberry 
  Seconded by Gerald Mitchell 
 

RESOLVED that the resolution of the Township of 
Augusta requesting the Minister of Finance and the 
Province of Ontario to re-examine the access to the gas tax 
fund allocation to be distributed so that municipalities that 
are without public transportation benefit as well, be noted 
and filed. 

 
  DISPOSITON: Motion Carried 
 
#957 Corp. of City of Sault Ste. Marie – request support of resolution 
 
Resolution No. 16 Moved by David Mayberry 
  Seconded by D. Anne Vanhoucke 
 

RESOLVED that the resolution of the City of Sault Ste. 
Marie licensing lottery events be noted and filed. 

 
  DISPOSITION: Motion Carried 
 
#979 Mr. & Mrs. Jack Barker – Plan 538 Picton Street, Centreville 

• Mr. & Mrs. Barker would like Council to close Picton Street (unopened road 
allowance) between their property at Lot 4-5 and the Ingham property Lot 3-4 in 
Beachville.  

• They would also be interested in purchasing the entire road allowance. The letter 
noted that this was their second request. (First request in June 2001) 

 
Deputy Clerk-Treasurer Greb distributed correspondence item #888 dated August 3, 2001 from 
Charles and Karen Ingham.  The letter outlined the concerns they had regarding the possible 
closing of Brock Street and Picton Street in Beachville. 
 
Councillors Mayberry and Mitchell noted that there were other parties in the area who would 
also object to this road allowance being closed and sold. 
 
Resolution No. 17 Moved by Gerald Mitchell 

Seconded by David Mayberry 
 

That the matter be deferred in order for Council to visit the site. 
 
DISPOSITION: Motion Carried 

 
#991 Township of Algonquin – Request support resolution 
Resolution No. 18 Moved by David Mayberry 
  Seconded by D. Anne Vanhoucke 
 

RESOLVED that the resolution of the Township of South 
Algonquin with regard to property assessments be noted and 
filed. 
 

  DISPOSITION: Motion Carried 
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#992 Corp. of Township of Algonquin Highlands – Request support resolution 
Resolution No. 19 Moved by David Mayberry 
  Seconded by George Klosler 
 

RESOLVED that the resolution of the Township of Algonquin 
Highlands, petitioning the Government of Ontario to 
implement a deposit-return system metal, glass and plastic 
beverage containers, be supported. 

 
  DISPOSITION: Motion Carried 
 
#1006 Ottawa – Long Range Financial Plan 2 – Recommendation 6 
Resolution No. 20 Moved by David Mayberry 
  Seconded by Gerald Mitchell 
 

RESOLVED that the resolution of the City of Ottawa, 
requesting special legislation to allow an Endowment Fund 
established with the proceeds of Hydro Ottawa refinancing to 
be invested under the Trustees Act, be noted and filed. 

 
  DISPOSITION: Motion Carried 
 
#1007 City of Pickering – Fundraiser for Purchase of Victoria Cross – request grant 
Resolution No. 21 Moved by Ron Sackrider 
  Seconded by Gerald Mitchell 
 

RESOLVED that the request from the City of Pickering for 
fundraising for the purchase of the Victoria Cross be noted and 
filed. 
 
DISPOSITION: Motion Carried 
 

#1011 Ministry of Transportation – Hwy. 19 from Mt. Elgin to Hwy.401 proposed 
improvements.  

 
Resolution No. 22 Moved by Gerald Mitchell 
  Seconded by David Mayberry 
 

RESOLVED that the Ministry of Transportation be informed 
that the Township of South-West Oxford supports the proposed 
improvements on Highway 19 between Mt. Elgin and Highway 
401, including the closing of the Barrett Street access to 
Highway 19, in Salford, and the re-aligning of the Dereham 
Line intersection and addition of Right Turn Taper. 

 
  DISPOSITION: Motion Carried 
 
#1012 Mark Snowsell, Land Use Regulations Officer, Upper Thames River Conservation – 
Topsoil Removal Applications 

• He noted that if the Township wishes to review the objectives, policies and information 
requirements of the Topsoil Preservation By-Law, the UTRCA would be pleased to 
assist. 

• Council noted that perhaps an independent person should look at the muck removal 
process to see what the overall impacts are.  The rehabilitation process of the sites may 
also need to be addressed. 
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#1013 Resolution from A.M.O. – forwarded on behalf of all Ontario Municipalities 
The resolution requested the Minister of Finance to: 

• work with A.M.O. to review provincial-municipal cost sharing and service 
responsibilities 

• provided 2004 CRF funding for 2005 with reconciliation at the end of 2005 
• reconciliation of the 2003 CRF before the end of 2004 and that the 2004 CRF funding be 

reconciled in Fall 2005. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Planning 
Application for Consent – File No. B-104-/04 Dirk and Janice Ariesen 

• County of Oxford Land Division would like council to comment prior to the hearing 
being held for the application. 

• Council will have a look at the property and the matter will be placed on the December 
21, 2004 Council agenda. 

• Council was informed that the barn on the retained parcel will be torn down. 
 
Property Standards Committee 
Deputy Clerk-Treasurer Greb reported that the Property Standards Committee had amended the 
compliance for the property near Sweaburg to January 30, 2005. 
 
ACCOUNTS: 
Resolution No. 23 Moved by David Mayberry 
  Seconded by Jay Heaman 
 
  RESOLVED that the following Accounts be approved 
  for payment: 
 
  Accounts Payable Council Report $   180,379.54 
  GST Recoverable (due back) $       6,507.95 
  Pre-authorized payments $       7,205.56 
  Bi-Weekly payroll #24 $     24,476.07 
    Total $  218,569.12 
 
  DISPOSITION: Motion Carried. 
 
INFORMATION ITEMS & CORRESPONDENCE  
 State-of-the-Art hall opens in Tavistock – Submitted by George Klosler 
 O.G.R.A. – COMRIF Now Accepting Applications 
 Waste Reduction – Info. 
#954A Grey County in 2020 – Special Invitation for Sat. Nov. 20 
#956 Ministry of Consumer – Consumer Awareness Week  
#958 Ministry of Community Safety – Emergency Management Regulations 
#960 Ministry of Environment – Proposed Amendments to Drinking Water 
#963 Infrastructure – Infrastructure Fund (COMFIF) 
#965 Ministry of Finance – Guide to Brownfield’s financial Tax Incentive Program 
  (Guide to Brownfield’s on table) 
#966 Lynn Buchner – Communications Process 
#967 A.M.0. – Info. 
#975 Ministry of Health – Long Term Care Info. 
#976 The Ontario Trillium Foundation – Eligibility of small community libraries for  
  Ontario Trillium Foundation grants 
 #978 Ministry of Consumer & Business Services – Info. 
#985 County of Oxford – Waste Management Steering Committee Phase 2 
#990 Gayathry Krishnakumar – New Registration-Foldens Community Hall 
#995 Hydro One – Info. 
#998 A.M.0. – Info. 
#1000 Canadian Red Cross – Approval from Ontario Alcohol & Gaming Control  
  Commission – raffle lottery 
#1005 A.M.0 – Survey 
#1002 Ministry of Consumer – Retail Closing over Holiday Season 
#1003 Ontario Family Fishing Weekend – 2005 Fishing Weekend 
#1009 Ted Arnott, MPP – thank you for resolution of support – Double Hatter fire fighters 
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Resolution No. 24 Moved by David Mayberry 
   Seconded by Gerald Mitchell 
 

RESOLVED that the Township of South-West Oxford re-
affirm its strong support for the “Double Hatter” firefighters 
and their right to volunteer as firefighters in their home 
communities and that Premier Dalton Mc Guinty be urged to 
take action to protect Double Hatter firefighters. 

 
  DISPOSITION: Motion Carried 
 
Staff was requested to report back to Council how the ‘double hatter’ issue had originated 
 
INFORMATION CORRESPONDENCE 
Resolution No. 25 Moved by David Mayberry 
  Seconded by Jay Heaman 
 
  RESOLVED that correspondence numbered as follows 

be noted and filed. #952, #953, #954A, #956, #957, #958, 
#959, #960, #963, #965, #966, #967, #969, #970, #971, #972, 
#973, #975, #976, #978, #979, #985, #989, #990, #991, #992, 
#995, #998, #1000, #1002, #1003, #1005, #1006, #1007, 
#1011, #1012, #1013.  

 
  DISPOSITION:  Motion Carried. 
 
CLOSED SESSION: 
The following resolution was passed at 2:22 p.m. 
Resolution No. 26 Moved by D. Anne Vanhoucke 
  Seconded by Ron Sackrider 
 

RESOLVED that Council hold a closed meeting in order 
to address a matter pertaining to: 

o Personal matters about an identifiable individual, 
including municipal or local board employees. 

 
DISPOSITION: Motion Carried 

 
Council returned to open session at 2:55 p.m. 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
Resolution No. 27 Moved by Ron Sackrider 
  Seconded by D. Anne Vanhoucke 
 

RESOLVED that there being no further business Council 
adjourn at 2:55 p.m. to meet again on December 21st, 2004 
commencing at 7:00 p.m. 

 
  DISPOSITION: Motion Carried. 
 
 
These minutes were adopted by Council this 21st day of December, 2004 
 
 
____________________   ______________________ 
MAYOR: James Hayes   DEPUTY CLERK: Mary Ellen Greb 
 


