
TOWNSHIP OF SOUTH-WEST OXFORD 
COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

August 17th, 2004 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor James Hayes 
 Councillors:  D. Anne Vanhoucke, Ron Sackrider, 
 Jay Heaman, David Mayberry 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT: Councillors:  George Klosler, Gerald Mitchell 
 
STAFF PRESENT: Mary Ellen Greb, Deputy Clerk-Treasurer 
 
MEETING CALLED TO ORDER 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor James Hayes 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
Resolution No. l  Moved by D. Anne Vanhoucke 
 Seconded by Ron Sackrider 
  

RESOLVED that the agenda for the August 17, 2004 meeting of Council 
be approved. 

 
  DISPOSITION: Motion Carried. 
 
Resolution No. 2 Moved by J. Heaman 
 Seconded by David Mayberry 
 

RESOLVED that the minutes of the August 3rd, 2004, meeting of Council 
be accepted. 

 
  DISPOSITION: Motion Carried. 
 

Resolution No. 3 Moved by J. Heaman 
 Seconded by David Mayberry 
 

RESOLVED that the minutes of August 9, 2004 meeting of Council be 
accepted, with the amendment that Wray Ramsay’s presentation be added. 
 
 DISPOSITION: Motion Carried 
 

Resolution No. 4 Moved by D. Anne Vanhoucke 
 Seconded by Ron Sackrider 
 
 RESOLVED that Council receive the Health and Safety Minutes of  
 July 30th, 2004. 
 
  DISPOSITION: Motion Carried 
 
Works Superintendent Bill Freeman reported that the recommendations of the Health and Safety 
Committee were being dealt with as follows: 

1. Lighting in recycle depot 
• Interior of the building will be painted this year which will brighten the facility 

considerable. 
 

2. Improved ventilation in the Dereham Shed 
• Exhaust fans are being considered, however the building may be expanded in the 

future and additional ventilation would be needed. 
 
Councillor Heaman inquired about having staff certified for Workplace Health and Safety. 
Works Superintendent Freeman noted the following: 

• three staff members have received Level 1 training as part of road school training.  
• He will prepare a report on the cost to fully certify staff.  
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DECLARATION OF PECUNIARY INTEREST 
There were no declarations. 
 
BUSINESS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES 
None 
 
STAFF REPORTS 
Work’s Department 
Work’s Superintendent Bill Freeman gave his report number 21-2004 as follows: 

1. 2001 Volvo Grader 
The grader has been sent to Champion Road Machinery to replace the differential and 
drive sprockets, all parts and labour are covered under warranty. 

• The grader has 4,000 hours on it 
• The 1999 Champion Grader has 6,600 hours on it. 

 
2. Salt Tender 2004 

Bidder Price per tonne 
Sifto Canada Inc. $56.16 
Canadian Salt Company $68.30 

 
• He recommended that Council accept the bid of Sifto Canada Inc. at $56.16 per 

tonne. The estimated amount of salt is 300 tonnes x $56.16 = $16,848.00. 
• Currently the Township is putting up winter sand & salt at 2003 price of $53.93 

per tonne.  The 2003 price is valid until October 2004. 
 

3. Works Department Activities 
Winter Sand  Ditching  Cold Patching 
Sign Work  Retrieving gravel from shoulders of road 
Roadside mowing 

 
Council discussed the following matters: 

• Has the owner of the property on the corner of Brownsville Road and Dereham 
Line cut the grass yet?  Council was informed that By-Law Enforcement Officer 
Ian MacInnes is dealing with this matter. 

• Slow moving vehicle signs are to be installed on Ostrander Road from Plank Line 
to Culloden Line. 

• The boil water advisory is still in effect in Foldens at the Ball Park, community 
hall, church and Township road shed. 

 
4. Accounts 

Council reviewed the Works Department accounts. 
 

Resolution No. 5 Moved by J. Heaman 
   Seconded by D. Anne Vanhoucke 
 
   RESOLVED that the Works Superintendent’s Report  

No. W.D. 21-2004 be accepted. 
 

DISPOSITION: Motion Carried  
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Building Department 
Chief Building Official Geno Vanhaelewyn gave his building report numbered B.D. 21-2004 as 
follows: 

• Interest and inquiries in building projects has continued to remain active. 
• Number of permits issued in July was average compared to other years. 
• Bank of Nova Scotia did not report back to the building department as requested by the 

deadline of August 6, 2004.  Follow-up phone calls to the bank were not returned.  
Council indicated that the Bank should be contacted again and asked why the messages 
are not being returned.  The C.B.O. will report back to Council at the next meeting about 
the matter. In the meantime he will continue with his recommendation to serve a 
‘Property Standards Order’. 

• Water problems at the Brownsville Library and Community Hall were investigated by the 
C.B.O. and Works Superintendent Bill Freeman.  The main problem stems from the poor 
grading around the south-east corner of the building, which is near the library entrance. 
There are two options to be considered: 

o Option 1 – Process of elimination to keep costs down at this time.  The first step 
would be to complete some miscellaneous grading to direct the water away from 
the building.  If this does not solve the problem the second step would be to install 
a sump with a sump pump at the problem area to collect the water. 

o Option 2 – Combination of grading, sidewalk reconstruction and catch basin to 
redirect the water.  This option would be costlier and would require some 
preliminary work to confirm elevations etc., to provide an accurate report on 
costs. 

 
The C.B.O recommended Option 1 because at some point the facility will be required to be 
barrier free accessible, therefore a more permanent solution could be addressed or incorporated 
at that time.   
 
In the following weeks the Building Department will be concentrating on further investigation of 
Zoning and By-Law compliance issues. 
 
A list of building inspections completed was reviewed by Council. 
 
Resolution No. 6 Moved by Ron Sackrider 
   Seconded by D. Anne Vanhoucke 
 
   RESOLVED that the Chief Building Official’s Report  
   No. B.D. 21-2004 be accepted. 
 
    DISPOSITION: Motion Carried 
 
Resolution No. 7 Moved by Ron Sackrider 
   Seconded by D. Anne Vanhoucke 
 

RESOLVED that South-West Oxford Council accept the Chief Building 
Official’s Report for the month of July 2004: 
No. of permits                16 
Permit Fee  $       7,284.00 
Value of Construction $2,529,717.00 

 
    DISPOSITION: Motion Carried 
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Deputy Clerk-Treasurer Report No. 10-2004 
Deputy Clerk-Treasurer Mary Ellen Greb gave her report numbered D.C.T. 10-2004 which 
recommended only one council meeting be held in January 2005.  The day meeting will take 
place on January 17, 2005.   
 
Resolution No. 8 Moved by J. Heaman 
   Seconded by D. Anne Vanhoucke 
 

RESOLVED that the Deputy Clerk-Treasurer’s Report No. 10-2004 be 
accepted. 

 
    DISPOSITION: Motion Carried 
 
FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORTS 
Fire Chief Dirk Verboom reported for the Brownsville Fire Hall. 
In addition to his regular report Chief Verboom noted the following: 

• the annual pork barbeque for the Brownsville Fire Department will be held on Saturday, 
August 21, 2004 in the Brownsville Park. 

• expressed concern about a farm property on Brownsville Road that is using a kiln 
foundation to burn brush and some garbage.  He has spoken to the tenant in the house, 
however the burning continues. Township staff will send a letter to the tenant about the 
matter and will also send a copy to the owner of the property. 

 
Fire Chief Eric Johnson reported for the Mt. Elgin Fire Hall. 
In addition to his regular report Chief Johnson noted the following: 

• contacted the property owner that lives in the house with the security system that triggers 
false fire calls.  The owner has contacted the security system company and instructed 
them not to send the fire department when the motion detector alarm is flashing. 

• He will provide the 9-1-1 address of owners where the signs are not clearly visible on the 
property. 

 
Fire Chief Wayne Lillywhite reported for the Beachville Fire Hall. 
 
APPOINTMENT: 
8:00 p.m. Brownsville Park Board 
Those in attendance for the meeting were George Beard, Deb and Tony Holcombe, Mary LePage 
and Brad Holcombe of the Brownsville Park Board.  
 
Mayor James Hayes thanked the members for attending the council meeting.  He noted that 
council had the following concerns: 
1. Condition of the arch and posts at the entrance to the Park. 

• The pipes that connect that posts have allowed water to seep in causing damage. 
• Perhaps the pipes could be removed and the posts sealed and repaired.   
• The arch is in need of repair 

There was a concensus of all present that a public meeting should be held in Brownsville as soon 
as possible to get input from area residents about the future of the arch and posts. 
 
2. Condition of the park grounds overall 

• There is overgrowth in some areas and no trimming is being done by the contractor 
cutting the grass. 

• The overall appearance of the park is poor. 
The Board will contact the contractor responsible for park maintenance about the matter. 
 
AGENDA ITEMS CORRESPONDENCE 
#650 Upper Thames Conservation Authority – request for support of resolution 
Resolution No. 9 Moved by David Mayberry 
   Seconded by Ron Sackrider 
 

WHEREAS the Township of South-West Oxford is a member of the Upper Thames 
River Conservation Authority, Catfish Creek Conservation Authority and the Long Point 
Region Conservation Authority; 
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AND WHEREAS the Conservation Authority works in partnership with its watershed 
municipalities to implement community-based, practical solutions to a range of natural 
resource issues including provincially delegated responsibilities for the implementation 
of flood and erosion control programs for the protection of life and property; 
 
AND WHEREAS the Province has previously committed to paying 50% of flood and 
erosion control programs and other related eligible costs as defined in the 1997 Policy 
and Procedures Manual, but has not met that funding commitment; 

 
AND WHEREAS the Province of Ontario, when establishing new policies and 
procedures in 1997 to define the level of funding to support its partnership with 
Conservation Authorities, omitted; (1) Municipal Plan Review, (2) the implementation of 
the Conservation Authority Act Section 28 Regulation, and (3) Shoreline Management as 
eligible activities for funding assistance by the Province; 

 
AND WHEREAS predictable, stable funding (adjusted for inflation) is critical to 
successful program delivery; 

 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Township of South-West Oxford endorse 
the report entitled “Submission to the Minister of Natural Resources: Re-Investment in 
Ontario’s Conservation Authorities – Now and In the Future” which requests:  
(1) a reinvestment in Conservation Authorities by the Province based on definitions 

within the 1997 Policy and Procedures Manual;  
(2) a re-establishment of funding for items deemed of provincial interest currently 

excluded from transfer payment funding; and  
(3) implementation of annual Consumer Price Index adjustments retroactive to 2002. 

 
    DISPOSITION: Motion Carried 
 
#653  Minister of Agriculture and Food – Information meetings 
Resolution No. 10 Moved by David Mayberry 
   Seconded by J. Heaman 
 
   RESOLVED that correspondence item #653 be noted and filed. 
 
    DISPOSITION: Motion Carried 
 
#654 Minister of Agriculture and Food – Construction of New Drains and Improvements to 

Existing Drains 
• Council requested written confirmation from Sid VanderVeen of Ministry of Agriculture 

and Food regarding the funding of drainage reports in progress.  
 
#641 Ontario Heritage Foundation – 2004 Heritage Community Recognition Program 
Resolution No. 11 Moved by David Mayberry 
   Seconded by Ron Sackrider 
 
   RESOLVED that correspondence item #641 be noted and filed. 
 
    DISPOSITION: Motion Carried 
 
#647 Municipality of Chatham-Kent – request for support of resolution 
Resolution No. 12 Moved by David Mayberry 
   Seconded by D. Anne Vanhoucke 
 

RESOLVED that the Township of South-West Oxford support the 
resolution of the Municipality of Chatham-Kent which petitions the 
Government of Ontario to re-instate the Municipal Outlet Drainage grant 
program. 

 
    DISPOSITION: Motion Carried 
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#658 AMO – Divisional Court Upholds MPAC’s Right to Refuse Information Requests 
Resolution No. 13 Moved by David Mayberry 
   Seconded by J. Heaman 
 
   RESOLVED that correspondence item #658 be noted and filed. 
 
    DISPOSITION: Motion Carried 
 
#659 AMO Alert – Government announces that all municipalities may utilize red light 

cameras. 
Resolution No. 14 Moved by David Mayberry 
   Seconded by D. Anne Vanhoucke 
 
   RESOLVED that correspondence item #659 be noted and filed. 
 
    DISPOSITION: Motion Carried 
 
#660 Township of Greater Madawaska – request for support of resolution. 
Resolution No. 15 Moved by David Mayberry 
   Seconded by D. Anne Vanhoucke 
 

RESOLVED that the Township of South-West Oxford support the 
resolution of the Township of Greater Madawaska which demands the 
total repeal of all sections of Regulation 170/03 that deals with untreated 
water systems in Ontario. 

 
    DISPOSITION: Motion Carried 
 
ACCOUNTS PAYABLE 
Resolution No. 16 Moved by D. Anne Vanhoucke 
   Seconded by Ron Sackrider 
 
   RESOLVED that the following accounts be approved for payment: 

Accounts payable Council Report $123,083.91 
GST recoverable (due back) 3,151.49 
Pre-authorized payments 7,948.91 
Council – July 4,782.63 
Bi-weekly payroll #16 24,893.01 

 $163,859.95 
 
    DISPOSITION: Motion Carried 
 
INFORMATION CORRESPONDENCE ITEMS 
#652 Benson Benefits Consulting – offering services 
#655 MPAC information sheet 

• Council indicated that it may be worth having a representative from MPAC come and 
speak at a public meeting about assessment next year. 

#657 Peter Corfield & Associates – Fire Service Message 
 
Resolution No. 17 Moved by D. Anne Vanhoucke 
   Seconded by Ron Sackrider 
 
   RESOLVED that correspondence numbered as follows be noted and filed: 

#652, #655, #657     
 

DISPOSITION: Motion Carried 
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BY-LAWS AND AGREEMENTS 
Zoning By-Law #38-2004 D.W. Karn Farms – first and second reading 
Resolution No. 18 Moved by David Mayberry 
   Seconded by J. Heaman 
 

RESOLVED that the mover be granted leave to introduce a by-law to 
amend Zoning By-Law Number 25-98, as amended, and this shall 
constitute the first and second reading thereof. (By-Law#38-2004 D.W. 
Karn Farms, Pt Lot 5, Con. B.F. formerly West Oxford Township - 
Zoning RR) 

 
    DISPOSITION: Motion Carried 
 
Resolution No. 19 Moved by David Mayberry 
   Seconded by J. Heaman 
 

RESOLVED that a by-law to amend Zoning By-Law Number 25-98, as 
amended be now read a third time and finally passed signed sealed and 
numbered 38-2004 (D.W. Karn Farms, Pt Lot 5, Con. B.F. formerly West 
Oxford Township - Zoning RR) 
 

DISPOSITION: Motion Carried 
 

Agreement between Willits and the Township of South-West Oxford 
Resolution No. 20 Moved by David Mayberry 
   Seconded by Ron Sackrider 
 

RESOLVED that the Mayor and Clerk be authorized to sign the 
Agreement between Darin L. Willits, Helen E.A. Willits, William J. 
Willits and Kevin R. Willits of the Township of South-West Oxford. 

 
    DISPOSITION: Motion Carried 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
#640 Municipality of Thames Centre – Notice of Decision 

• The new Official Plan has been passed by Thames Centre 
 
#668 Municipality of Kincardine – requesting resolution support 
Resolution No. 21 Moved by David Mayberry 
   Seconded by D. Anne Vanhoucke 
 

RESOLVED that the Township of South-West Oxford support the 
resolution of the Municipality of Kincardine which strongly urges the 
Provincial Government to reconsider its position to phase out the 
Municipal Outlet Drainage Program. 

 
    DISPOSITION: Motion Carried 
 
#669 Town of North Perth – requesting resolution support 
Resolution No. 22 Moved by Ron Sackrider 
   Seconded by D. Anne Vanhoucke 
 

RESOLVED that the Township of South-West Oxford support the 
resolution of the Town of North Perth which appeals to both the provincial 
and federal levels of government to: 

1. Provide financial support directly to the red meat producers who are 
experiencing unbearable financial losses in order to sustain the red meat 
industry in Canada. 

2. Continue to negotiate with the United States and other countries for the 
export of Canadian red meat. 

 
DISPOSITION: Motion Carried 
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#670 Town of North Perth – requesting resolution support 
Resolution No. 23 Moved by David Mayberry 
   Seconded by J. Heaman 
 

RESOLVED that the Township of South-West Oxford support the 
resolution of the Town of North Perth which requests the Minister of 
Agriculture and Food, Hon. Steve Peters to reinstate the Municipal Outlet 
Drainage Program. 
 

DISPOSITION: Motion Carried 
 

#652 Ministry of Municipal Affairs – Municipal Performance Measurement Program 
Resolution No. 24 Moved by J. Heaman 
   Seconded by D. Anne Vanhoucke 
 
   RESOLVED that correspondence item #652 be noted and filed. 
 
    DISPOSITION: Motion Carried 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Resolution No. 25 Moved by J. Heaman  
   Seconded by D. Anne Vanhoucke 
 

RESOLVED that there being no further business Council adjourn at 10:05 
p.m. to meet again on September 7th, 2004 commencing at 9:00 a.m. 

 
    DISPOSITION:  Motion Carried. 
 
These minutes were adopted by Council on the 7th day of September, 2004. 
 
 
_______________________   ____________________________ 
MAYOR:  James Hayes   DEPUTY CLERK:  Mary Ellen Greb 
 
 
 
DISCLAIMER 
This By-Law is not an official version but a reprint into this format for convenience of the user.  The contents of 
this BY-Law are the same as the By-Law passed by the Council of the Corporation of the Township of South – 
West Oxford on the dates shown.  An official version of this By-Law can be obtained by contacting the Municipal 
Office. 
 


